
Enjoy Waltham Forest  
WALKING AND CYCLING ACCOUNT 2024



I am delighted to introduce our 2024 Walking and 
Cycling Account which celebrates the walking and cycling 
schemes designed and constructed over the past 12 
months as part of the Enjoy Waltham Forest Programme. 
It’s hard to believe it’s already been 10 years since our 
successful bid to Transport for London kick-started 
the programme, and what a decade it’s been! 

Waltham Forest has been transformed by this major 
investment in everyday walking and cycling. Our roads 
are safer, our air is cleaner, and every year residents 
have had more options for safe walking and cycling 
routes – in fact, residents can now travel safely on 
58km of protected cycle tracks! The Healthy Streets 
Scorecard shows that Waltham Forest is consistently 
the top overall outer London borough for sustainable 
mode share which means more residents getting 
around on foot, by cycle, or using public transport. 

This year our walking and cycling programme has 
continued to grow to improve the public realm and 
encourage sustainable transport usage  - key highlights 
include installing our 1000th Electric Vehicle charging 
point and implementing innovative flood mitigation 
measures in Sutherland Road, Walthamstow.

The positive impact of these schemes is undeniable. 
We’ve witnessed an increase in the number of residents 
choosing to walk and cycle, leading to a reduction 

in traffic congestion, cleaner air, and a more active 
population. The economic benefits are also clear, with 
increased footfall for local businesses and a more 
attractive environment for residents and visitors alike.

As significant as the changes have been, our work 
is far from finished. It’s vital that we continue to 
expand our network of safe infrastructure and 
ensure that all residents feel empowered to explore 
their neighbourhood in the way they wish. In our 
Climate Action Plan, we stated our aim is for 80% 
of journeys in the borough to be made by walking, 
cycling or public transport by 2030, 11 years ahead 
of the Mayor of London’s target, and I look forward 
to achieving this over the next five years.

Over the next 12 months we will be starting to 
construct the next section of protected cycle lanes 
on Forest Road, between The Bell Junction and 
Woodford New Road, working towards our target of 
1,200 Bikehangars, and launching the seventh round 
of our Community Walking and Cycling Fund.

Cllr Clyde Loakes

Deputy Leader and Cabinet Member 
for Climate and Air Quality
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KEY STATISTICS
Infrastructure

Complementary behaviour change initiatives 

2014-2021 2022 2023 2024 Total

Km of cycle track 50 6.4 0.4 0.9 57.7

Modal filters 79 4 6 0 89

Blended crossings 187 9 4 3 203

Public realm 
improvements 60 7 14 8 89

Parklets 3 9 2 4 18

2014-2021 2022 2023 2024 Total

Bikehangars 577 64 122 134 897

Cycle Hubs 7 0 4 0 11

EV charging sockets 239 270 191 379 1,079

Cycle training – number 
of people trained 15,888 2,862 3,618 1,959 24,327

Dr Bike – number of 
cycles checked 6,776 1,779 1,822 1,392 11,769

School Streets 17 3 2 2 24

TfL STARS  
accredited schools 60 66 69 74 74

5ENJOY WALTHAM FOREST WALKING AND CYCLING ACCOUNT 20244 ENJOY WALTHAM FOREST WALKING AND CYCLING ACCOUNT 2024

  walthamforest.gov.uk  walthamforest.gov.uk



•	 Junction improvements with protected cycle and 
pedestrian crossings, and signal bypasses for cyclists

•	 New and upgraded pedestrian and cycle 
signalised crossings along the corridor to provide 
safer places for people to cross the road

•	 New blended “Copenhagen” crossings / 
continuous footways on side roads

•	 Enhanced public realm along the corridor, 
including outside Fellowship Square, 
Clock Tower Square, and Winsbeach

•	 Improved street lighting along the corridor

•	 Floating bus stops and cycle bypasses

•	 New SuDS, rain gardens and trees where possible

•	 Modal filter on Woodstock Road at 
junction with Forest Road

In November 2023, we wrote to residents with an 
update on the Forest Road scheme between Hoe Street 
and Woodford New Road. We included the results to 
the public consultation which took place in July 2023 in 
the update, and notified residents that the scheme had 

been approved by Waltham Forest Council and would 
move to the detailed design and construction stage. 

During 2024 detailed design works have been ongoing 
including obtaining all the necessary consents and 
approvals from third parties such as Transport for 
London (TfL), who are responsible for all traffic signals 
and bus services in London. A significant amount of 
construction planning, phasing and co-ordination work 
has also been ongoing, working with the Patchworks 
and Wood Street Library developments as well as 
utility companies such as Thames Water who have 
been replacing water mains along the road. 

Initial enabling works for the scheme started in late 
2024 whilst other utilities works were progressing. 
Our main works are scheduled to commence 
from spring 2025 onwards in the first section 
between Wood Street and Hale End Road.

The following sections between the Town Hall 
and Wood Street, and between Hale End Road 
and Woodford New Road, are scheduled to take 
place from 2026 onwards, subject to funding.

Forest Road – Bell Junction to Woodford New Road
Forest Road is a key growth corridor within the 
borough, serving both a significant movement and 
place function. As well as being a strategic transport 
corridor it includes Waltham Forest’s civic centre at 
Fellowship Square, a range of retail and commercial 
premises, residential uses, local and regional amenities 
and visitor attractions, and places of employment.

Forest Road also forms a key part of the Council’s 
long term strategic cycle network and a range of 
permanent improvements for walking and cycling 
have been delivered along the corridor since 2016. 
To date, permanent improvements have been 
focused on the sections of Forest Road between 
Hoe Street and the London Borough of Haringey.

Since 2020 we have been actively working on the 
development of permanent highway improvement 
plans for the remaining eastern section between 

Hoe Street and Woodford New Road, building on 
the interim/temporary scheme that was introduced 
during the Covid-19 pandemic. The scheme includes 
a wide range of pedestrian, cycle, bus priority, 
environmental, and public realm improvements and 
upgrades. These works will complete the Forest Road 
corridor, providing a high-quality east-west connection 
through the heart of Waltham Forest, linking the 
Blackhorse Lane, Walthamstow, and Wood Street 
areas, and further afield to Tottenham and Redbridge, 
and destinations beyond. The scheme includes:

•	 Fully protected cycle tracks on the north and 
south sides of Forest Road between Falmer Road 
and Woodford New Road (approximately 2.1km) 
linking to the existing cycle network at both ends

•	 Reduction in road width along the entire 
corridor to support lower vehicle speeds

Hoe Street – Orford Road 
to Lea Bridge Road 
Between February and September 2024 
we completed the final phase of the 
Hoe Street corridor scheme between 
Pendlestone Road and Bakers Arms. 
The Hoe Street corridor aims to provide 
more transport options to local people 
travelling between Lea Bridge Road, 
Walthamstow Central and the town 
centre, and build upon the existing 
network of safe and direct walking and 
cycling routes across the borough. 

The final phase of works included:
•	 450m of protected cycle 

tracks in each direction

•	 New and upgraded continuous footways

•	 Upgraded pedestrian and cycle signal 
crossing by Barclay Primary School

•	 New SuDS planting

•	 Resurfacing

WALKING AND CYCLING 
INFRASTRUCTURE SCHEME UPDATES

PROTECTED CYCLE LANE AND RAIN GARDENS 
OUTSIDE BARCLAY PRIMARY SCHOOL, E17

VISUALISATION OF FOREST ROAD (OUTSIDE FELLOWSHIP SQUARE), E17
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South Leytonstone 
In 2020, we installed an experimental Low Traffic 
Neighbourhood (LTN) scheme in South Leytonstone. 
The scheme aimed to remove through traffic in the 
area to create safer, more inviting, and accessible 
streets for residents to walk, cycle, and get around.

During 2020 and 2021, we monitored the experimental 
schemes and sought feedback from the community 
through surveys and engagement activities. Monitoring 
data showed the schemes generally performed 
well, achieving the original objectives including an 
overall decrease in traffic volume and speed on 
roads within the scheme area, fewer injuries caused 
by road traffic collisions, and an increase in cycling 
trips. In 2022, we made the schemes permanent 
and committed to improving the modal filters.

We are now planning to upgrade 15 modal filters 
across the South Leytonstone LTN, which are listed 
in their corresponding delivery phases below:

Phase 001a
•	 003-Ramsay Road

•	 005-Blenheim Road

•	 013-Stewart Road

Phase 001b
•	 001-Thorpe Road junction Broxbourne Road

•	 002-Hesketh Road

•	 012-Ellingham Road

Phase 002a
•	 004-Odessa Road 

•	 006-Steele Road

•	 015-Hollowdown Way

Phase 002b
•	 007-Woodhouse Road 

•	 011-Montague Road

Phase 003
•	 008-Ranelagh Road junction High Road Leytonstone 

•	 009-Selby Road junction High Road Leytonstone 

•	 010-Lancaster Road junction High Road Leytonstone 

•	 014-Langthorne Road junction Brierley Road

The current phases proposed for construction in 
early 2025 are Phase 001a and Phase 001b as listed 
above, which include making the existing temporary 
infrastructure elements permanent  by introducing 
minimal reductions to areas of parking to enable 
public realm improvements, which will include 
alterations to the public highway layout, installing 
raised carriageway surfaces, implementing new 
sustainable surface materials, creating small areas of 
green space and rain gardens that will incorporate 
Sustainable Drainage Systems (SuDS) and installing 
new street furniture. A feasibility study is also taking 
place for a future scheme on Crownfield Road.

Lloyd Park and Higham Hill area 
In 2022 we developed and consulted the local 
community on the latest phase of highway, transport 
and environmental proposals in the Lloyd Park and 
Higham Hill area. The Lloyd Park and Higham Hill 
Series 1 and 2 scheme aimed to address some of the 
key ongoing concerns around the volume, speed and 
impact of traffic; help further support and enable 
walking, cycling and public transport use; and enhance 
the look, feel and climate resilience of the area

In response to consultation feedback the scheme was 
amended and adjusted to take on board local views, and 
the traffic management and reduction elements of the 
overall scheme were introduced using Experimental Traffic 
Management Order powers in October and November 
2023 on a trial basis. The scheme included five modal 
filters and two ‘no entry’ restrictions, alongside a range 
of traffic calming, safety and public realm improvements.

Between November 2023 and December 2024, a 
wide range of monitoring took place to enable an 
assessment, as far as possible, of the impact of the 
scheme and associated ETMOs against a number 
of core transport related scheme objectives. 

The key objectives were:
1.	 Reduce the volume and speed of 

motorised traffic within the LTN area 
2.	 Reduce the overall volume and speed of motorised 

traffic across the area when considering the 
internal and boundary roads together 

3.	 Increase levels of walking and cycling in the area 
4.	 Improve safety for all users 
5.	 Protect and where possible improve 

bus performance in the area 
6.	 Limit the impact of any displaced motor traffic

HESKETH ROAD MODAL FILTER, E7

CRITERIA CHANGE
Traffic volume in the scheme area Decrease in traffic volumes
HGV volume in the scheme area Decrease in HGV traffic volumes

Traffic volume outside of scheme area Variable impact – most sites show a small percentage increase or decrease 
compared to pre-scheme levels, particularly when comparing seasonally

HGV volume outside of scheme area Decrease in HGV traffic volumes

Junction performance data Decrease in overall traffic volumes through junctions, and queue 
lengths, except for the Blackhorse Road/Forest Road Junction

Number of people cycling Increase in cycle volumes
Travel to school Negligible change in mode share
Traffic speeds in scheme area Decrease in vehicle speeds
Traffic speeds outside of scheme area Decrease in vehicle speeds

Bus journey times Some variation in journey times pre and post implementation however 
within the expected levels of daily variation and not considered significant 

Collision analysis Reduction in post annual data
Impact on London Fire Brigade Decrease in response times
Amount of reported crime Increase in crime, but not attributable to the scheme

The outcomes of the monitoring are shown below:

Based on the monitoring undertaken and having considered all feedback received during the statutory consultation 
period associated with the Experimental Traffic Management Orders, the scheme will be made legally permanent  
in early 2025.

MODAL FILTER AT THE JUNCTION OF PENNANT 
TERRACE AND RUSHBROOK CRESCENT, E17
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Whipps Cross Road
Whipps Cross Road plays an important role in our 
borough’s transport network, linking Lea Bridge Road 
and Wood Street with Leytonstone, and providing 
access to key locations like Whipps Cross University 
Hospital and Hollow Ponds in Epping Forest. 

Monitoring shows around 20,000 motor vehicles 
use Whipps Cross Road each day, including 16 buses 
per hour on route 257 during peak times. Between 
October 2017 and October 2023, there were 32 
road traffic collisions resulting in 39 casualties, 
of which three were classified as serious. With 
the upcoming redevelopment of Whipps Cross 
University Hospital, we want to make sure Whipps 
Cross Road serves all road users, particularly those 
using active and sustainable modes of transport. 

Our proposals for Whipps Cross Road 
include the following improvements: 
•	 Upgrade the shared path on Whipps Cross 

Road between Lea Bridge Road and the 
Green Man Roundabout by replacing it with 
separated pedestrian and cycle paths

•	 Improve some side road junctions and accesses by 
introducing continuous footways at the entrances to 
the Hollow Pond Boat House car park and the Leyton 
Flats car park to signal to drivers that pedestrians and 
cyclists have right of way and to provide a smoother, 
uninterrupted path for those walking and cycling

•	 Upgrade the current pedestrian and cycle crossing 
at the Whipps Cross University Hospital entrance 
at Hospital Road to a full traffic signal junction. 
The new traffic signal junction will have green 
man pedestrian crossing points on all arms and 
include a traffic light phase for people cycling to 
get from the cycle track into Hospital Road

•	 Upgrade the traffic 
signal junction 
where James Lane 
exits onto Whipps 
Cross Road by adding 
a traffic light phase 
for pedestrians on 
both James Lane and 
Whipps Cross Road

•	 Upgrade the current 
crossings at Forest 
Glade and one near 
Green Man Roundabout to provide separate space 
and traffic light phases for people walking and cycling

•	 Install new bat-friendly lighting. Bats can be sensitive 
to light which can disrupt their feeding, mating, and 
migration patterns. The new lighting will reduce these 
disruptions while still providing visibility for people

•	 Introduce planting with modified soil types to 
enhance water absorption and improve drainage

•	 Plant greening and around 45 new trees along the 
route. Although we have worked hard to minimise 
tree loss, we will need to remove up to 15 small 
trees. However, we are replacing these and proposing 
to plant more, resulting in a biodiversity net gain

•	 Introduce a new traffic signal crossing by Preston 
Road. Similar to the upgraded crossings at 
Forest Glade and near Green Man Roundabout, 
the crossing will have separate space and 
phases for people walking and cycling

•	 Introduce a traffic calming table near the 
entrance to the Lakeside Whipps Cross Diner 
and The Log Cabin to reduce vehicle speeds 
and make it easier to access the car park

•	 There are no changes to parking along the route 
and the new cycle path does not encroach on 
City of London land on the Hollow Ponds side.

We consulted on our plans for Whipps Cross Road 
in late autumn 2024 and we’re still in the process of 
analysing the responses received, which will be used 
to help shape a final scheme for Whipps Cross Road.  
The final scheme will also be subject to the outcomes 
of ongoing traffic modelling currently underway in 
partnership with Transport for London (TfL), to ensure 
that the changes do not have an unacceptable impact 
on buses and general traffic. At present we are aiming 
to have all of the above complete by late Spring 2025, 
so that we can set out the next steps for the scheme.

Local cycle route connectivity 
improvements
A number of key crossing improvements 
were initially identified in 2022, to address 
gaps in the our strategic cycle route 
network and to better link a number of 
established Low Traffic Neighbourhood 
areas in the south and centre of the 
borough. The three priority locations are:

•	 High Road Leyton by Maud Road and 
Trelawn Road - an existing zebra crossing 
was converted to a parallel pedestrian and 
cycle crossing with supporting changes 
on either side, including permitting 
two-way cycling on Trelawn Road

•	 High Road Leyton by Francis Road - a 
new parallel crossing to link Francis Road 
and the Francis Road area LTN with the 
North Leyton LTN was introduced to 
improve connectivity with the Council’s 
flagship Lea Bridge Road route

•	 Church Hill – the scheme included the 
introduction of a new parallel crossing 
to link Howard Road with Woodberry 
Road, which has become a key local route 
for the community in the Walthamstow 
Village and Hoe-Wood Areas.

These works were completed 
in autumn 2024.

Chingford Road
Chingford Road is a strategic transport corridor, linking Hoe Street, Forest Road and Walthamstow Central with the 
North Circular (A406) and Chingford. Due to the severance created by the A406, Chingford Road represents one of 
the few direct routes connecting the centre and north of the borough and is therefore a key route for active and 
sustainable modes of travel. Following some initial feasibility work during the Covid-19 pandemic we started to 
revisit plans for the road in 2023 with the aim to reduce road danger, improve bus priority and reliability and deliver 
continuous, protected space for people walking and cycling where possible. 

Optioneering and design development work continued throughout 2024 but at a slightly slower pace so that the 
ongoing monitoring and assessments being undertaken as part of the adjacent experimental Lloyd Park and Higham 
Hill area scheme could be fed into the design process.  Now that this scheme has been made permanent, the 
Chingford Road scheme will be progressed to the next stage of design and we are aiming to engage with the local 
community on our proposals in 2025.  

VISUALISATION OF THE NEW SEPARATED PEDESTRIAN 
AND CYCLE PATHS ON WHIPPS CROSS ROAD, E11

VISUALISATION OF WHIPPS 
CROSS ROAD, E11

NEW PARALLEL CROSSING ON CHURCH HILL, E17
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Wayfinding
During 2024 three new numbered “Cycleways” 
routes were formally signed and incorporated into 
TfL’s London wide Cycleway Network, along with 
two “C-Links”. “C-Links” are shorter sections of 
cycle route that meet TfL’s standards and provide 
connections to numbered Cycleway routes, but don’t 
necessarily connect key destinations themselves at 
the current time. The Cycleway Routes and Links 
incorporated into TfL’s published network include:

•	 C60 – Walthamstow to Chingford (west), 
via Chingford Cemetery - 6.8km

•	 C61 – Walthamstow to Chingford (east), via 
Highams Park and Friday Hill - 5.7km

•	 C25 – Leytonstone to QEOP via Grove Green 
Road, Leyton and Ruckholt Road - 4.7km

•	 Blackhorse Station to Lea Bridge Road C Link - 5.2k

•	 Walthamstow (Town Hall) to Lea Bridge Road 
C Link via Walthamstow Village – 2.4km

The work involved the introduction of 331 signs over 
a two month period during early summer 2024.

We are currently working with TfL to identify the next 
set of routes that could be incorporated into London’s 
publicised Cycleway Network. Further information on 
TfL’s Cycleway Network can be found here:  
tfl.gov.uk/modes/cycling/routes-and-maps/cycleways  

A MAP OF CYCLEWAYS IN WALTHAM FOREST
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Waltham Forest Cycleways

Correct as of August 2023

Coppermill Area 
In 2018, Waltham Forest Council was successful in 
securing initial funding from Transport for London 
(TfL) to develop a Liveable Neighbourhoods scheme in 
the Coppermill Area. This includes the area bounded 
by Forest Road and Blackhorse Road Station to the 
north, St James Street to the east, Argall Industrial 
Estate to the south/southwest and the Lower Lea 
Valley/ Walthamstow Wetlands to the west. 

The scheme aimed to encourage residents, businesses 
and visitors to use more sustainable modes of 
transport in their day-to-day lives, so that together 
we can reduce congestion, tackle air pollution and 
improve the health and wellbeing of local people. 

Following extensive community engagement throughout 
2018 and 2019, including an area wide consultation in 
June/July 2019, the scheme was approved for detailed 
design and construction, as detailed in an update 
letter sent to residents in the scheme area in January 
2020. However, in July 2020, we sent a further update 
leaflet informing residents that Covid-19 had affected 
funding for highway and transport improvements 
in the borough and that TfL was unable to provide 
planned funding for Liveable Neighbourhoods schemes 
across London, including the Coppermill area scheme. 
Instead, TfL were providing replacement emergency 
funding for councils to deliver highway changes that 
prioritise active travel and support social distancing. 

Within the Coppermill area, the Council was able 
to secure funding from TfL to deliver a range of 
proposals during summer and autumn 2020, which 
were proposals that had already been developed and 

consulted upon in 2018 and 2019. These included 
improvements to Cycleway 27 (formerly Quietway 2) 
and various modal filters (road closures to motorised 
vehicles) on Edward Road, Low Hall Lane and Station 
Road, as well as a Bus Gate on South Access Road. 

Further funding was then secured in December 2020, 
and this allowed some of the other measures developed 
as part of the original Liveable Neighbourhoods 
scheme to be delivered. These included a range of 
public realm, pedestrian accessibility, road safety 
and sustainable drainage measures, as set out in 
a further update leaflet sent in January 2021. 

Despite challenges with funding, we have been 
able to deliver a lot of the proposals to date, 
and we also received further funding from TfL 
in 2023 to deliver the following improvements 
in Station Road and the surrounding area. 
Construction was finally completed in mid-2024.

Location Proposal

Station Road – northern section

•	 Raingardens with Sustainable urban Drainage 
systems (SuDs) and biodiverse planting

•	 Cycle parking
•	 Continuous footways to improve access for pedestrians

Station Road – southern section •	 Raingardens with SuDs and biodiverse planting
•	 Cycle parking

Frederic Street / Grange Road / Leucha Road •	 Continuous footways to improve access for pedestrians

Frederic Street and Grange Road – link alleyway •	 Public realm improvements such as 
pavement resurfacing and public art

RAIN GARDENS ON STATION ROAD, E17
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Sutherland Road
Sutherland Road has an important role in the 
industrial heritage of the Upper Lea Valley and is 
now part of a mixed neighbourhood of residential 
developments and growing businesses centred around 
Blackhorse Workshops, the Local Honeyman and 
Dunhill. Sutherland Road is also part of the recently 
accredited Blackhorse Lane Creative Enterprise 
Zone, now known as the Blackhorse Collective. 

In light of the above and the diverse range of land 
uses that need to work together, a number of key 
design objectives and deliverables were identified at 
an early stage to guide and inform the development of 
improvement plans for Sutherland Road. These include: 

•	 Implementing a new and improved public realm
•	 Increasing the number of trips made by active travel 

and public transport and improving local connections
•	 Reducing car dominance and increasing the 

active use of streets and public spaces
•	 Creating safer neighbourhood environments, including 

increasing road safety and improving personal security
•	 Improving the efficiency and safety 

of freight movement
•	 Improving air quality and green infrastructure to 

create more attractive neighbourhoods for people
•	 Improving the quality and climate 

resilience of the public realm

•	 Ensuring neighbourhoods have good 
connections to public transport

•	 Delivering outcomes across the wider area, creating 
vibrant streets that help local businesses to thrive and 
provide places for the community to come together. 

Based on the key objectives and deliverables above, 
initial feasibility work focused on gaining a better and 
more detailed understanding of current (baseline) 
area conditions, character and context, and the 
development of initial concepts in principle. Concepts 
for the new streetscape focused on key opportunity 
areas, core public realm spaces, and gateway schemes. 

Early engagement with the local community 
and key stakeholders was conducted in spring 
2023. Feedback from these early engagement 
activities was used alongside ongoing technical 
design development and assessment to develop 
a more refined scheme design which included:

•	 Improving east-west and north-south 
pedestrian and cycle links.

•	 Addressing the current carriageway 
alignment and parking layout.

•	 Provision of new green infrastructure and introducing
•	 Sustainable Urban Drainage Systems (SuDS).
•	 Implementing new wayfinding, public 

art and placemaking initiatives.

Parking and EV Charging Bays
On-street parking in Sutherland Road was unrestricted between St Andrews Road and Stirling Road, 
with unmarked space for an estimated 85 vehicles, excluding areas of yellow line. There were 
356 registered properties addressed to this section of Sutherland Road - primarily new residential 
developments - and these have a further 171 associated off-highway parking spaces available for 
residents. Anecdotal observations suggest these off-highway car parks are not fully occupied.  

To deliver the aspirational public realm scheme in Sutherland Road, 
current on-street parking provision was required to be reduced from 
111 spaces to 53 spaces overall (52% reduction). In the unrestricted 
section the current 85 spaces were reduced to 37 spaces (56% 
reduction), and in the existing Controlled Parking Zone (CPZ) 
section the current 26 bays were reduced to 16 (38% reduction). 

Sutherland Road became a new CPZ area to facilitate prioritised 
parking for local residents, businesses and visitors and new 
Electric Vehicle (EV) charging points were installed.

UBITRICITY EV CHARGING POINT 
ON SUTHERLAND ROAD, E17

Leytonstone BLEN Green Links
The overarching Green Links strategy and individual 
intervention designs were progressed from concept 
design to preliminary design during spring and summer 
2021. These initial proposals for the Green Links have 
been referred to as Phase001, and as part of the scheme 
development process, the project team also developed 
a wider scope of aspirational proposals in the local area 
that will complement Phase001, which are referred 
to as Phase002 and Phase003, which were proposed 
to be delivered should funding become available.   

Phase001 proposals were approved in January 2022; 
and construction of a prioritised selection of Green 
Links Phase001 proposals commenced in January 
2022 across the Bushwood and Ferndale Road areas. 

In early 2022, we received further funding from the 
GLA to expand the Green Links scheme and develop 
proposals for the Green Links-Phase001-Davies Lane 
scheme, which were approved in December 2022, and 
were constructed from February 2023 to summer 2023. 

Based on the success of the Green Links project 
to date, further funding has been identified 
to expand on the work already delivered 
and expand the scope of the scheme. 

Five further locations have been prioritised as 
part of Phase 002 of the Green Links project, 
listed below and illustrated in Appendix 001: 

•	 Project 1a  - Leyspring Road junction 
with Stanmore Road (West) 

•	 Project 1b  - Leyspring Road junction 
with Stanmore Road (East) 

•	 Project 2  - Leyspring Road junction 
with Woodville Road  

•	 Project 3  - Michael Road junction 
with Mornington Road 

•	 Project 4  - Lister Road junction with Mornington Road 

•	 Project 5  - Ferndale Road (Refresh)  

The proposals for Green Links Phase 002 aim to 
deliver on the same objectives and incorporate similar 
design interventions to the original Green Links 
Phase001 scheme, to achieve a design continuity 
that creates a scheme identity and local character. 

Construction is expected to commence in spring 2025.

CLIMATE ADAPTATION SCHEMES

ENTRY TO WANSTEAD FLATS FROM FERNDALE ROAD, E11
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Public Realm and Junction Improvements
There are several key focus areas in Sutherland Road that were 
redesigned to include improvements to upgrade, they were: 
•	 Sutherland Road junction 

with St Andrews Road
•	 Sutherland Road adjacent 

to Cambria House
•	 Sutherland Road junction 

Sutherland Path

•	 Sutherland Road 
junction with Webbs 
Industrial Estate

•	 Sutherland Road junction 
with Stirling Road

•	 Sutherland Road junction 
with Higham Street

Works on at these junctions included:
•	 Improved east-west and 

north-south connections
•	 Wider footways
•	 Improved surface finishes
•	 New street furniture 

and cycle parking

•	 Improved crossing points 
with raised tables or 
Copenhagen Crossings

•	 New wayfinding 
and signage

•	 New green infrastructure 
and permeable finishes

The public realm improvements also included 
improvements to St Andrews Road which were:
•	 New surfacing in 

the vicinity of the 
London Plane trees

•	 Wider footways 
and accessibility 
improvements at 
various locations.

Highway Safety and Pedestrian Improvements
Informal Crossing Points
There are several locations on Sutherland Road where 
there is pedestrian access to properties, which had 
informal crossing points implemented. These give a 
visual indication to all road users that these areas are 
regularly used by pedestrians to cross the road for access 
at these locations, which will improve road safety.

Business Unit Improvements
The footways in the vicinity of the business units from 59 to 69 
Sutherland Road were improved with the following elements:
•	 New footway surfaces
•	 Parking reduction
•	 Revised parking 

restrictions
•	 New trees

•	 New vehicle deflection 
items (bollards / 
street furniture)

•	 New planters
•	 Public art 

CCTV Improvements:
Several new CCTV cameras were implemented to 
monitor and deter anti-social behaviour in St Andrews 
Road, Sutherland Road, and Sutherland Path.

Rain Gardens and Planting
Sutherland Road had a lack of green space, 
planting, and trees; and was dominated by 
vehicles and parking. The scheme design 
presented an exciting opportunity to provide 
a unique new green boulevard on the eastern 
side of Sutherland Road. The scheme proposed 
to install a significant bank of rain gardens 
that will create new biodiverse, sustainable 
green spaces that will help tackle climate 
change by improving air quality, reducing 
noise pollution, and providing areas with a 
diverse selection of flowers, plants, shrubs, and 
trees. These will attract pollinators, bees, and 
birds; and will also be for the local community 
to enjoy as communal sociable spaces. 

The rain gardens also include Sustainable Urban 
Drainage Systems (SuDS) that capture rainfall 
before it enters the drainage network, and they 
either release water slowly into the network or 
allow it to infiltrate into the ground. They can 
help to improve surface water management 
while fulfilling a range of other functions 
such as becoming amenity space, assisting 
pollution reduction, and boosting biodiversity. 

RAIN GARDENS ON SUTHERLAND ROAD, E17

Parklets
A Parklet is a small green space, seating area 
or similar public amenity, located alongside 
the pavement on former road space. It is 
intended to improve the public realm through 
its appearance, its use, its properties, and 
to highlight how a relatively small amount 
of carriageway space can be re-purposed to 
achieve a wide range of local benefits.

In 2024, we’ve continued to transform Waltham 
Forest with three exciting new Council-led 
parklets. These spaces aren’t just about greenery 
– they’re vibrant community spaces that create 
inviting areas for residents, businesses, and visitors 
to gather, relax, and enjoy the local surroundings.

We worked with local businesses and a 
school to install three unique parklets, each 
adding something special to the area:
•	 Horizon Café, High Road Leytonstone, E11 

– A cozy, welcoming parklet that enhances 
the café’s outdoor space, giving customers 
a perfect spot to enjoy their coffee while 
soaking in the street’s vibrant atmosphere.

•	 Boat Parklet at George Tomlinson Primary 
School, E11 – Inspired by the children of the 
school, this parklet offers a playful space 
for pupils and the community to enjoy.

•	 Rebel Coffee, Wood Street, E17 – A bold colour 
scheme that complements the café’s vibe but 
also creates a functional space for patrons to 
relax, all while maintaining a natural boundary 
between the parklet and the busy street.

Community Parklets
In 2024, we brought a touch of greenery and community spirit to St. 
Mary’s Road, E10 with the installation of a brand-new parklet. This 
vibrant space was designed and developed by the local community 
to provide a peaceful, colourful spot for residents to enjoy. Crafted 
with simple materials, it’s maintained by the people who live 
nearby, making it a true reflection of the neighbourhood’s spirit.

Looking ahead, we’re excited to continue creating more spaces 
like this across Waltham Forest, where residents are at the heart 
of transforming their streets into vibrant, people-friendly places.

COMMUNITY PARKLET ON 
ST MARY’S ROAD, E10

PARKLET ON HIGH ROAD LEYTONSTONE, E11

MYRTLE PARKLET OUTSIDE GEORGE 
TOMLINSON PRIMARY SCHOOL, E11
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Buxton Gardens
The Buxton Road Gardens Grow Back Greener (GBG) 
bid was agreed in principle in November 2022 and 
contracts were issued for completion. Funding from 
the GBG fund was allocated to the project, supported 
with match funding from St James Street Big Local. 

As part of the GBG bid development process St James 
Street Big Local engaged with our Highways Team as 
a key stakeholder, to ensure Council support and to 
request that the Highways Team undertake the role of 
delivery partner. St James Street Big Local (SJSBL) also 
requested that, where possible, we provide further 
match funding that could be utilised to allow delivery 
of the most impactful scheme possible. In response, 
we identified S106 funding and further Transport for 
London funding which could be allocated to the project. 

The project aimed to deliver new and vital green 
infrastructure to a series of three linked public 
spaces along Buxton Road and Mission Grove, 
located at the entrance to Mission Grove Primary 
School. The project included transforming an existing 
hard landscaped and gated road closure to create 
a new greener modal filter, providing an enhanced 
green environment to a neglected grass verge in 
front of the school, and transforming a roadside 
verge at Mission Grove from a barren, littered 
space into a cherished green communal space.

The BRG scheme incorporates three 
focussed areas, which are listed below: 
Phase001 - Mission Grove: The northern side of 
Mission Grove between Carisbrooke Road and 
Buxton Road became a more accessible, welcoming 
space by creating a rich, green strip of trees, shrubs, 
grasses, and potentially edibles such as fruiting 
species. We also introduced a terraced area for 
seating using a self-binding loose gravel finish. 

Phase002 - Buxton Road Junction: The junction with 
Mission Grove introduced two parallel SUDs planting 
strips with space for trees, shrubs, grasses and other 
flowering drought-tolerant species. We repaved the 
remaining footway area with SUDs compliant paving. 

Phase003 - Buxton Road School: The area directly 
in front of Mission Grove School, included variety 
of new planting such as woodland areas, spaces for 
edible species, hedgerows, and grassed areas. At the 
school’s gateway area, we removed a wide section 
of hard paving and replaced this with a permeable 
finish and space for some new street trees.

FLOOD RISK MITIGATION SCHEMES

SUDS PLANTING AT THE JUNCTION OF BUXTON ROAD AND MISSION GROVE, E17

Perth Gardens
Perth Road Nature Garden was identified as a 
location for more planting and greening as part 
of the Lea Bridge Area Framework in Waltham 
Forest. Through this project we have sought to 
maximise social value, support local biodiversity 
and foster neighbourhood stewardship and care. 

The nature garden brings new life to the green space 
on Perth Road. Located adjacent to Sybourn Early 
Years Excellence Centre, it sits between the rich and 
diverse nature corridors and waterways at Lee Valley 
and Dagenham Brook. The garden is co-created 
with young people from the Eco-council at the local 
primary school and was carried out through a series of 
creative workshops. Workshop activities were themed 
around supporting local ecosystems, imagining new 
encounters with nature and wildlife, and learning about 
the diversity of species. Through these sessions the 
planting layout evolved into a new diverse ecology: 
an open-habitat to encourage insects, a woodland 
verge to welcome birds and other creatures and a 
protected fruit and herb garden that forms an outside 

classroom. The natural habitats are complemented by 
a series of playful constructed wildlife homes including 
a series of gabion blocks and bird perch posts.  

The choice of garden components is guided by the 
principles of re-use and repair. Existing brickwork 
boundary walls are retained and re-introduced to 
gabions, the old garden gate is playfully repaired, 
adapted and re-hung, crushed- brick aggregate forms 
the main paths and soil is re-used and re-graded 
across the site. For other components we used natural 
materials; timber posts and rails for the enclosure to the 
school garden and hardwood for the garden walkways.   

What if: projects worked together with project 
partners Meristem in delivering this innovative scheme 
and in collaboration with our in-house teams.  

This project is part-funded by the UK government 
through the UK Shared Prosperity Fund. 

VOLUNTEERS ASSISTING WITH MAINTENANCE OF PERTH GARDENS, E10
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Street parties
We support residents and communities to host 
street parties and play streets in their local area. 
Street parties are road closures agreed by us and 
organised by the local community. We supported 
over 72 individual street party events in 2024! 

Each street party organiser is provided with signs and 
cones to enable them to safely close their road to 
vehicles and a ‘street party pack’ filled with reusable 
play equipment such as balls and bean bags.

Street parties have taken place this year in 
Waltham Forest for many reasons including 
Halloween and Christmas parties!

Play Streets
Play streets are regular temporary road closures to allow the local community 
to use their street for play. These sessions usually take place once a month 
and provide a great opportunity for children to play, neighbours to meet 
and community relations to grow. The most successful play streets are 
from residents who have previously hosted multiple street parties. This 
year we have supported one organiser to launch a new play street. 

If you would like to host a street party or play street, please contact 
the Highways Department at least four weeks prior to the event 
taking place by emailing street.parties@walthamforest.gov.uk.

REIMAGINING STREETS

"We had a great day! The majority 
of the households joined and we 
had a lovely time. Nearly 20 kids 
under the age of 5 live on the street 
and only 24 houses so it was nice 
for them to clear the cars and let 
everyone mingle and play out.”

STREET PARTY ORGANISER 
LEAFLET ADVERTISING A STREET PARTY ON CAMPUS ROAD, E17

“I think it’s a great opportunity for the children to be able to use their 
road for a few hours to play safely. I came to the first event held and it was 
lovely to meet neighbours that I have never met and is a good opportunity 
to ensure our street is kept safe and clean for all of us living there.” 

PLAY STREET ATTENDEE

Wadley Road, Esther Road and Kings Passage Flood Mitigation Schemes
Following the extreme flooding in Waltham Forest during 
summer 2021, LBWF developed various schemes that 
aimed to reduce the risk of flooding in key locations 
across the borough. As Wadley Road, Esther Road and 
King’s Passage were some of the most affected areas 
in the borough, the Council prioritised these areas for 
further investment in highway improvement measures 
aimed at reducing instances of local flooding, by relieving 
pressure on Thames Water infrastructure (drainage 
systems) to minimise flood risk to residential properties. 

The schemes also aimed to improve and 
support the local drainage system and 
biodiversity by introducing Sustainable Urban 
Drainage Systems (SUDS) where feasible. 

The design for the area included the elements below: 

Permeable Surfacing 
A permeable road and pavement was implemented 
to allow rainwater and overland flows to 
infiltrate through the carriageway surfacing and 
into the voided stone fill sub-base layer below, 
which provides surface water attenuation. 

These stored volumes of surface water are discharged 
back into the Thames Water sewer system at a controlled 
rate over a period of time as capacity becomes available 
in the sewer network after the storm event has passed 
and the surcharging in the sewer network subsides. 

Raingardens 
These SuDS features have provided an opportunity 
for infiltration and the voided stone fill layer provides 
attenuation for surface water flows during rainfall and 
storm events. This stored rainwater is discharged into 
the sewer network at a controlled rate when capacity 
becomes available once surcharging in the sewer 
network subsides after the storm event has passed. 
Raingardens also provide enhanced amenity, with an 
improved ecological habitat with enhanced biodiversity 
and a generally improved appearance to the area.  

In addition, Thames Water and Waltham Forest 
Council jointly funded a local representative to join 
the National Flood Forum, which is an independent 
charity that supports individuals and communities 
at risk of flooding. The representative will assist 
in developing a Community Flood Plan as well 
as organising self-sustainable community-based 
support networks in the event of an emergency. 

RAIN GARDENS ON WADLEY ROAD, E11

USING THE PUBLIC 
HIGHWAY FOR PLAY
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Walking has a huge range of benefits including:
•	 Physical health - for a longer life expectancy, more energy, stamina, improving core muscle strength, and  

boosting the immune system.

•	 Mental health - for a mood enhancer, stress and anxiety reliever, better sleep, improved memory and a way  
of calming your mind.

•	 For your neighbourhood - every journey walked means less by car, improving air quality and fostering a sense  
of community.

Waltham Forest Wanders
With these benefits in mind, we have been updating our pocket-
sized guide ‘Waltham Forest Wanders’ which we hope encourages 
people to walk and cycle more for health, transport and leisure 
and showcase the borough’s green spaces, towns, low traffic 
streets, museums, rich history and famous faces. The wanders 
provide a route for everyone, regardless of ability, levels of 
confidence or personal motivation for the journey. The routes will 
inspire residents and visitors to discover their local neighbourhood, 
increase physical activity and develop a peer support network 
along the way. This updated guide will be published in spring 2025.

EXPLORING THE BOROUGH ON FOOT

RESIDENTS WALKING AROUND DOUGLAS EYRE SPORTS GROUND, E17

WALTHAM FOREST WANDERS  
12 SCENIC ROUTESIf you’re posting about your walk or cycle, do tag 

the Council and use the hashtag #wfwanders
• @lbwalthamforest on Instagram and Tiktok,
• @walthamforestcouncil on Facebook, 
• @wfcouncil on X 

You can download this guide and the individual 
routes at www.walthamforest.gov.uk/parking- 
roads-and-travel/cycling-and-walking/walking
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routes at www.walthamforest.gov.uk/parking- 

roads-and-travel/cycling-and-walking/walking
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A VIEW FROM MOSEY ON THE MARSH

Go Jauntly 
Go Jauntly is a free walking and wellness app 
that helps bring happiness outdoors. Discover 
urban walks, nature trails, historic tours and 
puzzle hunts in-app. You can download the app 
for free on the App Store or Play Store.

In partnership with Go Jauntly three new walks launched 
in summer 2024 which highlight the rich history, hidden 
nature and vibrant community life of Waltham Forest.

The three walks are:
1.	 Waterside Walkabout: Stroll along the River 

Lea and Tottenham Marshes, and dive into the 
natural wonders of Walthamstow Wetlands. Make 
a pit stop at the William Morris Gallery to get 
inspired by the legendary designer himself. It’s 
a walk with lovely views and gorgeous vibes!

2.	 Mosey on the Marsh: Explore the green goodness of 
Lea Valley, featuring the thriving Ive Farm Community 
Garden and the cute Christopher Robbins Woodland 
Walk. Cross Friends Bridge, where ancient history 
meets modern-day adventure. A walk through 
time, blending local heritage and imagination.

3.	 Walthamstow Village Walk: Celebrate a decade of 
sustainable travel with a jaunt through Walthamstow 
Village. Browse Europe’s longest outdoor street 
market, look forward to the revamped Soho 
Theatre, and explore the newly creative St. Mary’s 
Church. Pedestrian paradise awaits you!

The creation of the walk collection titled ‘Waltham 
Forest Walks’ has led to a reach of 74,000 
people! The number of active users on the app in 
Waltham Forest has increased by 19.7% since the 
Waltham Forest Walks collection was added.

“We're nature-loving city dwellers who spend much of our time deskbound and yearn 
to be a bit more active. We're not really fans of the gym but love to get out, stretch 
our legs and explore our local areas, especially with our young families. We'd been 

getting frustrated by how hard it is to uncover new places to do just that – take short 
and long local walks, find hidden trails in familiar haunts, new adventures away 
from home and discover the nature on our doorstep so we created Go Jauntly.”

GO JAUNTLY FOUNDERS

Download the 
app today and 
get walking!
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Cycle training 
Cycle training is free for anyone who lives, works, or 
studies in Waltham Forest. The cycle training programme 
ranges from individual one-to-one sessions, group 
sessions or in schools for all ages. We have seen a 
growing demand for cycle training - in 2024, a total 
1,959 participants attended cycle training sessions 
to gain the confidence and skills they needed.

Cycle training sessions are catered to the needs of 
participants to help them progress at their own pace 
confidently. Participants can range from a complete 
beginner wanting to try cycling on two wheels for 
the first time to more experienced people wanting 
to trial a specific extended route with an instructor. 
Sessions can take place at a time and place that is 
suitable for the participant and cycles can be provided 
if required at Leyton Jubilee Park and Lloyd Park.

With our partners Cycle Confident (January to April 
2024) and Cycling Instructor (July to December 2024) 
we delivered the following types of cycle training 
sessions as part of the Bikeability curriculum:
•	 Learn to ride
•	 Level 1 
•	 Level 2
•	 Level 3

Every school in Waltham Forest is entitled to 
receive free cycle training for all pupils in one 
year group. In 2024, 1,299 pupils participated 
in cycle training and learnt valuable skills for 
life in how to cycle safely and confidently. 

For further details visit: walthamforest.gov.uk/
parking-roads-and-travel/walking-and-cycling/
cycle-training-safety-and-maintenance

Cycle schools
Cycle schools take place 
during school holidays to 
keep children active and help 
them learn and develop their 
cycling skills. These sessions 
are open to young people 
aged 4-18 that live or attend 
a school in Waltham Forest. 

In 2024, the sessions took place 
over the Easter holidays, the 
summer holidays and October 
half-term. The locations of these 
cycle schools were Memorial 
Park, Leyton Jubilee Park, 
Waltham Forest Feel Good 
Centre, Jubilee Sports Ground and 
Hawkswood Primary School and 
a total of 338 children took part.

CYCLING WITH CONFIDENCE

GROUP CYCLE TRAINING IN LEYTON JUBILEE PARK, E10

“My 5-year-old son got his balance on the bike on the second day and 
rode on his own without support, which really amazed me.”

PARENT OF CYCLE TRAINING PARTICIPANT 

Cycle Training and Associated Active Travel Services Framework
In July 2024 we launched our Cycle Training and Associated Active Travel Services Framework which allows all London 
Boroughs, NHS Trusts, Housing Associations and the Home Counties to easily procure the following services:
•	 Cycle training

•	 All Ability cycle sessions

•	 Safer Urban Driver (SUD) training sessions

•	 Cycle maintenance courses

•	 E-Mobility training

•	 Maintenance of Buyer’s cycle fleet

•	 Led rides and event support

•	 Specialist and/or targeted cycle training

•	 Ride leader training

•	 Pedestrian safety training

•	 Kick-scooter training

•	 Road Safety Theatre in Education (TiE)

•	 Dr Bike maintenance sessions

The Framework will be available until July 2028. For further details and to register 
your interest in using it, please email cycling@walthamforest.gov.uk 

WALTHAM FOREST’S CYCLE TRAINING FRAMEWORK AIMS TO ENABLE EVERYONE TO CYCLE
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Community cycle loan scheme
Anybody who lives, works or studies in Waltham 
Forest can loan a bike through our community cycle 
loan scheme. The scheme is comprised of over 35 
standard bikes and 13 cargo bikes and trailers. Bikes 
are available to loan for up to a month in exchange 
for a small refundable deposit. Due to high demand 
the cargo bikes are on loan for up to two weeks. 

Standard bikes
We offer a range of 
standard children bikes 
and adult step through 
and step over bikes. We 
have also a trike bike 
that can be loaned. 

Cargo bikes
Cargo bikes are a great 
alternative to a private 
motor vehicle, they can 
be used for a range of 
purposes; taking children 
to school, moving cargo 
or even Christmas trees.

Our cargo bikes through the scheme are very popular. 
At peak times we create a waiting list and participants 
may be on this for three-months. Our fleet is currently 
comprised of 13 cargo bikes and trailers and can be 
used for a range of reasons. The fleet includes:

•	 Bakfiets Classic
•	 Bakfiets E-Short
•	 Carla Trailers x3
•	 Christiania Classic x2
•	 Christiania Cargo 

•	 Christiania E Straight
•	 Christiania Event
•	 Christiania Taxi
•	 Nihola 
•	 Raleigh Pro-E

2024 beneficiaries
666 people loaned a bike in 2024, and with the 
fleet on loan for a total of 9,772 days it was the 
busiest year ever for the scheme! Participants 
have loaned bikes to cycle to work, take children 
to school and complete cycle rides, including Tour 
de Waltham Forest and the Tweed Run London!

When participants return their loan bike was ask them to complete an online survey. The results 
of the survey helps us to understand how our bikes are being used and how the scheme can 

be improved. We have also received the below reviews from previous participants.

For information and to book a bike through the cycle loan scheme contact 
cyclehire@walthamforest.gov.uk or call 020 8496 3000

“Such a great scheme. 
Really well run and 
so helpful. Really 

saved us from having 
to use our car/taxi's 
whilst my daughter 

recovered from a bad 
foot injury, normally 
we travel on our long 

tail cargo bike!” 

“Fabulous experience, 
where we made so 

many lovely memories 
as a family - and we 
have now purchased 

a cargo bike!” 

“The team dealing 
with the scheme is 

absolutely amazing and 
I wish more parents 

in Walthamstow were 
aware of this service 

that is available.”

CHRISTIANIA CLASSIC 
CARGO BIKE

Try Before You Bike
In 2020 we launched the ‘Try Before You Bike’ scheme in 
partnership with Peddle My Wheels. The scheme has a 
range of bikes that are available in monthly instalments: 
•	 Standard bikes from £30 
•	 Electric assist bikes from £100
•	 Cargo bikes from £200 

Participants pay monthly until they have either 
paid off the value of their cycle or if they decide to 
return the cycle. There are no deposits or hidden 
fees and the scheme includes a free delivery 
service, lights, a lock and mudguards.  In 2024 21 
residents started the scheme. For further details 
visit peddlemywheels.com/try-before-you-bike

Try Out Walking and Cycling Days
During March 2024, we hosted three Try Out Walking 
and Cycling Days at Ridgeway Park, Lloyd Park and 
Leyton Jubilee Park. The aim of these free events 
was to encourage people to think about walking and 
cycling out of the box  - cycling is not just two wheels! 

The day also promoted the benefits of walking and 
cycling and how active travel can be used for leisure, 
exercise or commuting. Residents could take part 
in All Ability Cycling Club sessions, have their cycles 

checked by Dr Bike, or try out a cargo bike. They 
were provided with opportunities to find out more 
about the initiatives which are happening around the 
borough as well as providing the necessary connections 
with organisations for them to get involved. 

On the day we promoted the services we offer to 
the community by handing out leaflets with links 
and QR codes and we handed goodie bags that 
has bike lights, saddle covers and reflectors.

RESIDENTS PARTICIPATING IN ACTIVITIES AT TRY OUT WALKING AND CYCLING DAYS

27ENJOY WALTHAM FOREST WALKING AND CYCLING ACCOUNT 202426 ENJOY WALTHAM FOREST WALKING AND CYCLING ACCOUNT 2024

  walthamforest.gov.uk  walthamforest.gov.uk



Cycle maintenance courses
We offer cycle maintenance courses in partnership 
with Cycle Confident at locations across the borough. 
Sessions in 2024 were held at Walthamstow 
Pumphouse Museum, Leyton Sports Ground, 
Pastures Centre, and Parmiters Sports Ground 
alongside events including Mini Tour de Waltham 
Forest and Teen Tour de Waltham Forest. 

A cycle maintenance course is very hands on, and 
residents can learn how to keep their cycle in a 
good condition by learning how to fix a punctures, 
index gears, adjust brakes and lubricate cycle 
chains correctly. This year there were five cycle 
maintenance courses and 31 people attended these! 

Sessions can be booked on the Cycle Confident website: 
cycleconfident.com/sponsors/waltham-forest/ 

Dr Bike
We provide regular free Dr Bike sessions at various locations across the borough in 
partnership with Cycle Confident. During a Dr Bike session our mechanics will check 
everything on your cycle from wheels, brakes, gears and tyre pressure to lights, rack, 
pedals, saddles and more for free. Any minor adjustments they can make to the cycle 
they do there and then, and anything they can’t fix on site they will let you know 
exactly what needs doing and a rough guide to what it should cost at a cycle shop.

Over 2024 we hosted 59 Dr Bike sessions across which our 
mechanics serviced 1,392 bikes! 10 of these sessions took place 
in September to help participants prepare for Tour de Waltham 
Forest and six sessions in November for Road Safety Week. 

You can find Dr Bikes on the first Saturday of every month at Walthamstow 
Central in front of Walthamstow Library from 10am to 4pm. Our other regular 
locations of Dr Bikes include Albert Crescent in Chingford Mount, Church Lane in 
Leytonstone, Signal Walk in Highams Park and Wood Street in Walthamstow. 

We are looking for ways to improve the locations selected for 
sessions; if you have any suggestions for locations, please get in 
touch with us by emailing cycling@walthamforest.gov.uk.

“The instructors were brilliant, friendly, super thorough and helpful. They helped 
us understand our bikes with easily digestible information, and then gave us an 
opportunity to practice, whilst still supporting if we needed it. Would love to do 

another course, and I've already been recommending it to my colleagues.”

PARTICIPANT OF A CYCLE MAINTENANCE COURSE

A CYCLE MAINTENANCE COURSE TAKING PLACE 
AT MINI TOUR DE WALTHAM FOREST

DR BIKE AT TOUR DE 
WALTHAM FOREST

RESIDENTS PARTICIPATING IN TOUR DE WALTHAM FOREST

Tour de Waltham Forest
On Sunday 22 September Tour de Waltham Forest returned for 2024 to celebrate World Car 
Free Day. With routes starting and finishing at Fellowship Square, 392 participants cycled a total 
distance of 5,823km – which is equivalent to an impressive 35 stages of Le Tour de France! 

Participants could choose from one of three routes that took in many of the borough’s green 
spaces, protected cycle tracks and quieter roads. This included nearby Tottenham Marshes, 
Walthamstow Village and Forest Road. The routes varied in length with the shortest route, 
Bronze being 9km in length, the Silver route at 16km and the longest route, Gold, at 20km.

Each route could be cycled completely self-guided with participants following signage, or cycled as a 
led-ride with ride support from Cycle Confident. For over half of participants, the 2024 event was the 
first time they attended a Tour de Waltham Forest and over 90% were residents of the borough!

Back in Fellowship Square there were activities that participants could take part in before 
or after their route. There was also food and drinks provided by Deeneys. 

This year the activities included:
•	 Dr Bike

•	 Enjoy Waltham Forest stand 

•	 Pedal powered Scalextric 

•	 Pedal powered smoothie bike

•	 Pedal powered bubble machine

•	 Pickleball with GLL

•	 Waste and Recycling stand

•	 The Hive stand 

•	 Information from Community Walking and 
Cycling Fund grant recipients JoyRiders, Geek 
Café, Lbs4Peace and Wild Bunch Cyclists

•	 KT Designs facepainting

•	 Mamachari
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All Ability Cycling Clubs
We believe that there is a cycling experience available to 
everyone. In collaboration with our Short Breaks Team, 
Bikeworks provide a fleet of adapted cycles that cater 
for a range of needs at our weekly All Ability Cycling 
Clubs. The fleet includes relaxed tricycles, recumbents, 
wheelchair cycles, hand-cycles, side-by-side cycles and 
many more. The sessions take place on a drop-in basis 
every Saturday from 10am to 12pm in Leyton Jubilee 
Park, providing access to cycling to all regardless of 
confidence or ability. Additional sessions take place at 
other parks across the borough during school holidays.

In 2024, a total of 1,111 people attended an All 
Ability Cycling Club sessions across both Leyton 
Jubilee Park and Higham Hill Park (where some 
sessions took place in early 2024). 59% of attendees 
had a long-term illness, 25% identified themselves 
as neurodivergent and 5% of attendees had multiple 
disabilities.  35% of the attendees were female and 
64% of the attendees were male. 45% of the attendees 
were aged 20 or below and 27% were ages 21 to 40.

CYCLING FOR ALL

Attendee Ability

All Ability Cycling Club Attendance by week
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Cycle Hubs
We have 11 Station Cycle Hubs in Waltham 
Forest with 764 spaces in total. 

In 2024 membership cost £37.50 per year for access 
to all 11 Hubs, with each Hub featuring two-tiered 
power-assisted cycle stands, key fob entry with 
CCTV, 24/7 help points and information boards. 

All of the Cycle Hubs are located at key transport 
interchanges which allows members to cycle part of 
their journey, lock their cycle up securely, and then 
continue via public transport. Due to the nature of 
their town centre locations, many members also 
use the Cycle Hubs for short-term cycle parking 
when visiting shopping and leisure amenities. 

Utilisation of our Cycle Hubs increased by 22.6% 
in 2024, with our most popular Hubs being Station 
Approach, Blackhorse A and St James Street.

To become a Bikehangar or Cycle Hub member, 
visit walthamforest.gov.uk/parking-roads-and-
travel/walking-and-cycling/cycle-parking

Bikehangars
Our residential cycle parking programme has 
continued its impressive growth in 2024, with 
134 new units introduced, providing an additional 
804 spaces! This steady progress keeps us on 
track to meet our ambitious target of 1,200 
Bikehangars in Waltham Forest by March 2026.

By the end of 2024, there were 897 Bikehangars 
in use across the borough, offering secure and 
convenient cycle storage for over 5,300 residents. 

The annual membership fee increased from £35.00 
to £37.50 for 2024, however despite this we have 
maintained our position as one of the most affordable 
boroughs in London for secure residential cycle parking.

Demand continues to remain high, with an average 
of 160 people a month joining the waiting list 
and a net increase of 168 residents compared 
to December 2023. Looking ahead, we aim to 
install 180 additional units in 2025, further 
supporting more residents to take up cycling. 

CYCLE PARKING

CHINGFORD CYCLE HUB, E4

A BIKEHANGAR ON MARKHOUSE AVENUE, E17
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WORKING WITH BUSINESSES
eCargo Bike Grant – Energy Saving 
Trust / Department of Transport
In 2021, we were successful in securing £148,000 
funding from the Department for Transport’s Cargo 
Bike Grant Fund which is administered by the Energy 
Saving Trust (EST). The funding was used to purchase 
21 eCargo bikes and seven trailers to support local 
community projects, businesses and council services 
in a drive to shift a significant proportion of short 
local journeys from motor vehicle to cycle.

A range of sustainability-focused community groups 
and social enterprises have incorporated eCargo Bikes 
into their day-to-day work supporting Waltham Forest 
residents, becoming exemplars to businesses and 
residents and showcasing the versatility and feasibility 
of using eCargo bikes as transport options. The 
organisations utilising eCargo bikes and trailers are:

OrganicLea
OrganicLea grow and harvest high quality, 
organic fruit and vegetable in local allotments 
and deliver fresh, seasonal bags of produce 
across Waltham Forest via cargo bike. 

The Hornbeam
The Hornbeam are an inclusive and people-focused 
organisation that host several unique projects 
promoting equity, mindfulness, social inclusion and 
sustainability. The organisation utilise a cargo bike 
to support the ‘Food Distribution Network’, where 
surplus food from suppliers that would otherwise go 
to landfill is collected, sorted and redistributed to a 
network of local projects including food banks and 
charities supporting residents across the borough.

Forest Recycling Project 
Forest Recycling Project works to promote a greener and 
more inclusive Waltham Forest. The project comprises 
of reclaiming, repurposing and affordably reselling 

wasted material in particular paint, scaffolding wood 
and fabrics. Otherwise, these materials would be filling 
up and polluting local landfill sites and this projects 
encourages a circular economy. Highlights of their work 
that employs the eCargo bikes and trailers include 
creating zero-waste planters and raised beds from 
reclaimed scaffolding boards, supporting Walthamstow 
Tool Library, loaning tools to local businesses and 
residents with the mission to make tools both accessible 
and affordable, while reducing the need to purchase 
new tools, and their reclaimed paint service.

TRANSITION LEYTONSTONE USING THE E-CARGO 
BIKES TO DISTRIBUTE SURPLUS FOOD

“We are using the bike almost every day for the following: food pickups and 
deliveries to Leytonstone Community Fridge; delivering any surplus from our Fridge 
stall to Courtney Homeless Shelter, Cann Hall Mosque Food Bank and the 7th Day 
Adventists Food Bank.  Otherwise, it’s tidy up time with trips to the recycling centre 
at Gateway (flattened cardboard boxes) and returning empty crates to Hornbeam, 
M&S, Sainsburys and Getir. We utterly depend upon this cargo bike for the smooth 
running of our operations and are seeking more experienced riders to join us.” 

DIANA, PROJECT LEAD, TRANSITION LEYTONSTONE

ZED Waltham Forest 
ZED Waltham Forest is a collaboration between Zedify 
and Waltham Forest Council, combining Zedify’s 
expertise in urban delivery and technology with the 
borough’s established cycling infrastructure and 
drive towards a more sustainable community.

The initiative has also benefited from e-Cargo bikes 
funded by the Department for Transport’s Cargo Bike 
Grant. These include Urban Arrows and Iceni trikes, 
which facilitate deliveries and logistics for local, national, 
and international businesses, as well as Council services. 
With access to additional bikes, ZED has expanded its 
delivery capacity, supported local business growth, 
and contributed to achieving net-zero carbon goals.

In 2024, ZED Waltham Forest continued to play a 
key role in providing zero-emission delivery services 
within the borough and beyond. Over the year, ZED 
completed an impressive 67,067 deliveries for 11 
organizations, covering a total distance of 246,151km.

This effort resulted in an estimated reduction of 
approximately 84 tonnes of CO2e emissions. 

The range of items delivered included locally 
baked goods, plant-based zero-waste meals, school 
lunches, materials for JB Riney and bin liners for 
the Council’s new food waste recycling initiative.

HEET
HEET is commissioned by Waltham Forest Council to run 
a project to reduce fuel poverty and carbon emissions 
in the borough, a project primarily targeted at fuel-
poor households and individuals living with a long-term 
health condition or disability. HEET provide free energy 
saving advice and fit energy saving measures for eligible 
households for free of charge. The cargo bikes have 
enabled the organisation to shift a proportion of their 
operative’s journeys from vans to zero-emissions.

Transition Leytonstone
Transition Leytonstone operate a Community Fridge 
project that helps connect people across the borough 
with their wider community whilst accessing nutritious, 
surplus food and reducing waste. The food is donated by a 
range of local businesses of all sizes, as well as individuals, 
and the eCargo bike supports these logistics. The Fridge 
is part of the Hubbub Community Fridge Network, one 
of the world’s largest community fridge Networks with 
over 150 community fridges running around the UK. 

Cargo Bike Training for Volunteers 
The Council held two private cargo bike 
training sessions for volunteers of community 
organisations loaning the EST Cargo bikes. 

The two sessions were scheduled based off the 
demand of volunteers interested across the following 
community organisations: The Gleaners Community 
Café, Leytonstone Community Fridge, Stafford Hall 
Community Pantry and Hornbeam. The two sessions 
took place at St James Park on 19 February 2024 and the 
sessions were delivered by a cargo bike cycling instructor 
from our cycle training provider Cycle Confident.

CARGO BIKE TRAINING SESSION
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Travel for Life
TfL’s Travel for Life programme is a London-wide 
initiative designed to encourage and support 
schools to promote safer, healthier, and more 
sustainable travel by championing walking and 
cycling, while integrating road safety education 
and environmental learning into the curriculum. 

The overarching goals are to reduce car journeys, 
increase the number of active and sustainable 
journeys made by the school community, improve 
road safety and enhance air quality around schools. 

Schools are awarded gold, silver, bronze 
or engaged accreditation based on the 
number of activities they complete. 

To date, over 1,500 schools across London have 
been accredited. In 2024, Waltham Forest achieved 
the highest number of accredited schools yet, with 
84% of schools engaged with the programme. 

Across the 74 accredited schools in 2024 over 
33,000 pupils and staff took part in a hands up 
survey which asked how they currently travel to 
school and how they would prefer to travel.

The graph below shows that 68% of pupils 
travel actively to school and a further 17% 
of pupils travel using public transport.
•	 74 Schools (84%) in Waltham Forest engaged 

in the Travel for Life programme.
•	 85% of pupils and staff at Travel for Life 

accredited schools travel to school by 
active and sustainable modes.

•	 47% of schools participating in the Travel 
for Life programme are gold accredited.

WORKING WITH SCHOOLS

Number of Travel for Life accredited schools between 2014 and 2024

Mode Share of Pupils attending 
Travel for Life Accredited Schools
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Case study: Mission Grove
Mission Grove Primary School won the ‘Long-Term 
Excellence’ award at TfL’s Top Schools, recognising 
their dedication to incorporating active travel and 
road safety education into the curriculum and 
maintaining a ‘Gold’ Travel for Life accreditation 
spanning 16 consecutive years. Over the last 
three years, Mission Grove Primary School has 
independently, and in collaboration with the Council 
and other partners, implemented various initiatives 
to promote sustainable, safe, and healthy travel for 
its pupils and the community. Highlights include:

•	 Participating in Mini Tour de Waltham Forest, 
partaking in a range of cycling- based activities 
including a pedal powered smoothie bike 
and scalextric, a cycle maintenance course 
and an inter-school cycling competition.

•	 Participating in various challenges throughout 
Walk to School Week and Walk to School 
Month to encourage walking amongst the 
school community for leisure and travel.

•	 Participating in an Idling Action London 
workshop on air quality and pollution.

•	 Hosting a workshop with Believ to 
design electric vehicle charging points 
and branding ideas, fostering creative 
learning about sustainable transport.

•	 Conducting air quality surveys with 
the school’s Eco Council. 

•	 Exploring greener planting (SuDS) options 
to combat pollution and flooding.

•	 Running three outdoor learning clubs weekly.

•	 Facilitating pedestrian skills training and hosting 
the ‘Red Man Green Man’ road safety show. 

•	 Introducing a Play Street project, enabling children 
to repurpose the public realm and safely play 
games like hopscotch and volleyball in the street.

•	 Becoming a designated School Superzone in 2023, 
focusing on creating a healthier environment 
around the school. This included public realm 
improvements, play markings outside the school, 
and addressing local safety concerns with police 
patrols and public health interventions.

These activities reflect Mission Grove’s 
commitment to long-term environmental 
sustainability and commitment to safer, 
healthier, and more sustainable journeys. 

TfL’s Travel for Life Top School Awards
Three schools were recognised for their achievements at TfL’s Top School Awards which were held at  
the Kia Oval on 21 May 2024. The awards honour schools for their work in reducing car journeys and  
encouraging active travel and celebrate contributions from students, teachers, parents/carers,  
and the wider school community.

Mission Grove Primary School won the Long-term Excellence Award, Davies Lane Primary School were  
highly commended for the Best Newcomer Award and Joseph Clarke School were highly commended  
for the Best Campaign Award.

MISSION GROVE PUPILS AT THE TOP SCHOOL 
AWARDS WITH ELIZABETH MCKAY, DIRECTOR 
AND CEO OF LONDON TRANSPORT MUSEUM
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SCHOOL NAME 23/24 ACCREDITATION LEVEL
Ainslie Wood Primary School Silver

Azhar Academy Primary School Gold

Barclay Primary School Engaged

Barn Croft Primary School Engaged

Belmont Park School Bronze

Big Creative Academy Engaged

Buxton School Silver

Chapel End Infant School and Early Years Centre Gold

Chapel End Junior Academy Silver

Chase Lane Primary School Gold

Chingford CofE Primary School Silver

Chingford Foundation School Bronze

Connaught School for Girls Gold

Coppermill Primary School Engaged

Davies Lane Primary School Gold

Dawlish Primary School Silver

Downsell Primary School Gold

Eden Girls' School Silver

Edinburgh Primary School Bronze

Emmanuel Community School Gold

Forest School Gold

Frederick Bremer School Bronze

George Mitchell School Silver 

George Tomlinson Primary School Gold

Greenleaf Primary School Gold

Gwyn Jones Primary School Engaged

Handsworth Primary School Gold

Henry Maynard Primary School Gold

Highams Park School Bronze

Hillyfield Primary Academy Gold

Holy Family Catholic School Gold

Joseph Clarke School Gold

Kelmscott School Gold

Lammas School and Sixth Form Bronze

Lantern of Knowledge Secondary School Silver

Leyton Sixth Form College Engaged

Leytonstone School Gold

Schools and their accreditation levels in 2024

SCHOOL NAME 23/24 ACCREDITATION LEVEL
Longshaw Primary Academy Engaged

Mayville Primary School Silver

Mission Grove Primary School Gold

Newport School Bronze

Noor Ul Islam Primary School Bronze

Norlington School and 6th Form Gold

Normanhurst School Gold

Oakhill Primary School Silver

Our Lady and St George's Catholic Primary School Gold

Parkside Primary School Gold

Riverley Primary School Bronze

Roger Ascham Primary School Engaged

Salisbury Manor Primary School Bronze

Selwyn Primary School Gold

Sir George Monoux College Engaged

South Chingford Foundation School Engaged

South Grove Primary School Gold

St Joseph's Catholic Infant School Gold

St Joseph's Catholic Junior School Silver

St Mary's Catholic Primary School Gold

St Mary's CofE Primary School Gold

St Saviour's Church of England Primary School Gold

Stoneydown Park School Bronze

Sybourn Primary School Bronze

The Jenny Hammond Primary School Gold

The Winns Primary School Gold

Thomas Gamuel Primary School Silver

Thorpe Hall Primary School Gold

Walthamstow Montessori School Gold

Walthamstow Primary Academy Gold

Walthamstow School for Girls Engaged

Whitefield School Bronze

Whittingham Primary Academy Silver

Willow Brook Primary School Academy Bronze

Willowfield School Gold

Woodford Green Primary School Gold

Yardley Primary School Bronze

37ENJOY WALTHAM FOREST WALKING AND CYCLING ACCOUNT 202436 ENJOY WALTHAM FOREST WALKING AND CYCLING ACCOUNT 2024

  walthamforest.gov.uk  walthamforest.gov.uk



School Streets
School Streets are designed to create safer, healthier, 
and more enjoyable environments around schools 
by restricting vehicular movements and engine idling 
during drop-off and pick-up times. Through these 
measures, air quality can be improved, and road 
safety enhanced, encouraging, and enabling more 
children to walk, cycle and kick-scoot to school. 
School Streets also aim to tackle traffic and congestion 
concerns, as well as dangerous and inconsiderate 
driving behaviours around schools, promoting a more 
active and enjoyable community for everyone.

In 2024, an additional two School Streets were 
introduced in Waltham Forest. School Streets 
are now in place at the following schools:
1.	 George Mitchell Primary School
2.	 Willow Brook Primary Academy and St 

Joseph’s Catholic Infant School
3.	 Henry Maynard Primary School and Our 

Lady and St Georges Catholic Primary 
and Nursery School - Lower site 

4.	 The Jenny Hammond Primary School
5.	 Davies Lane Primary School
6.	 George Tomlinson Primary School
7.	 Hillyfield Primary Academy (Hill Site)
8.	 Hillyfield Primary Academy (Park Site)
9.	 South Grove Primary School
10.	Buxton School
11.	The Winns Primary School
12.	St Mary’s Church of England Primary School and 

Woodside Primary Academy (Bridge Site)
13.	Woodside Primary Academy (Forest Site)
14.	Dawlish Primary School
15.	Newport School
16.	Holy Family Catholic School and Our 

Lady and St George’s Catholic Primary 
and Nursery School – Upper Site

17.	Connaught School for Girls 
18.	St. Saviour’s Church of England Primary School
19.	Riverley Primary School
20.	Downsell Primary School
21.	Mayville Primary School 
22.	Greenleaf Primary School
23.	Walthamstow School for Girls – New for 2024
24.	Eden Girls’ School – New for 2024

School Streets have led to a modal shift from private 
car usage to active modes of transport such as 
walking, cycling, and kick-scooting, therefore reducing 
road congestion and improving road safety.

Case Study: Mayville Primary School
Since Mayville Primary Schools’ School Street was introduced in July 2023, the number of pupils 
travelling actively to school increased by 4% to 78%. An additional 3% of pupils are travelling to school 
sustainably (11% in 2024 compared to 8% in 2023) and there has been a 6% decrease in the number 
of pupils travelling to school by private vehicle. While there are still some vehicles driving along the 
restricted roads during the operating hours of the School Street, on the observed days, the average 
number of vehicles travelling on Mayville Road in 2024 decreased by 51% during School Street 
peak times, 74% on Southwell Grove Road and 71% on Lincoln Street compared to 2023 data.

School Street zones in 
Waltham Forest covering 
26 schools across 28 sites.

pupils now attend a school 
in a School Street zone

of pupils walk, cycle, kick-scoot to school 
after a School Street is introduced

On average 

72% 

Over 

17,000 

There are now 

24 

Mini Tour de Waltham Forest 
On Wednesday, 12 June, pupils from 17 primary schools 
across the borough gathered at Leyton Jubilee Park 
for a day dedicated to sustainable transport activities 
and our annual inter-school cycling race. A total of 
136 Year 5 and 6 pupils took part in the event. 

In addition to the races, students participated in a range 
of engaging activities, including ‘cycle sprints,’ a ‘pedal-

powered Scalextric,’ and educational sessions on cycle 

maintenance, waste and recycling, and air quality.

A big congratulations to the pupils from The 

Jenny Hammond Primary School and Barn Croft 

Primary School for topping the leaderboards 

in the morning and afternoon sessions.

Case Study 2: George Mitchell Primary School
George Mitchell Primary Schools’ School Street was the first School Street to be introduced in Waltham 
Forest in September 2019. Mode share data was collected pre-implementation in 2019 and further 
data has been collected up to this year. Since the introduction of the School Street, the number 
of pupils travelling actively increased by 15% from 64% to 79%. The numbers of pupils travelling 
sustainably decreased from 26% to 12% and this is likely due to the increase in active travel modes. 
Furthermore, the number of pupils travelling to school by private vehicle decreased by 2%. This data 
demonstrates the positive impact School Streets can have by reducing vehicle movements around the 
school, thereby enhancing road safety and encouraging more families to travel actively to school.

George Mitchell Primary School have championed the School Street by offering a range 
of complementary behaviour change measures such as the installation of additional cycle 
parking, cycle training, pedestrian training and a number of other activities.

PUPILS TAKING PART IN THE INTER-SCHOOL CYCLING RACE AT MINI TOUR DE WALTHAM FOREST, E10
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Teen Tour de Waltham Forest 
On Tuesday, 25 June, the Lee Valley VeloPark hosted an exciting 
day of cycle racing and fun activities as 36 Year 7 pupils from 
six Waltham Forest secondary schools competed in a variety of 
sustainable transport activities, ending with our inter-school race.

The day featured a wide range of activities, including:
•	 Mini Maintenance with 

JP Fix and Ride
•	 Race Training Session/

Heat by LBWF
•	 Cycle Sprint by Outspoken
•	 Smoothie Bike by Outspoken

•	 Garden Games by LBWF
•	 TikTok sessions by LBWF
•	 Air Quality education by 

MP Smarter Travel 
•	 A Slow Race by LBWF

Congratulations to Forest School, the 2024 champions, 
who claimed Gold! Well done also to Norlington School, 
who took home both Silver and Bronze medals.

Walk to School Week 
Walk to School Week 2024 took 
place from 20-24 May, bringing 
together 18,000 pupils across 
Waltham Forest to celebrate the 
benefits of walking. To champion 
and promote walking throughout 
the week, the Sustainable 
Transport Team in collaboration 
with The Hive designed and 
provided Walk to School Week 
‘Bingo’ posters to every class 
within the participating schools. 

The Bingo posters featured a 
series of interactive challenges 
that encouraged pupils to engage 
with their surroundings, promote 
well-being and highlight the 
environmental benefits of walking. 
Activities focused on themes 
including ‘look’, ‘listen’, ‘count’, 
‘compare’ and ‘action’, and could 
be completed in or outside the 
classroom as well as during the 
journey to school. This enabled 
pupils to explore and reflect on 
their activities with their peers 
in fun and meaningful ways.

PUPILS TAKING PART IN THE INTER-
SCHOOL CYCLING RACE AT TEEN 
TOUR DE WALTHAM FOREST, E20

BINGO

W A L K  T O

S C H O O L  W E E K

LOOK

Class:

LISTEN

Discuss the
various sounds
of traffic you
heard on your
way to school!

Listen for bird
calls and try to

identify
different bird
species whilst

outside!

Spend 5
minutes outside
in silence and
listen to the

sound of
nature!

COUNT

Count how many
different modes
of transport your

class saw or
heard today and

discuss what
they were!

COMPARE

Discuss how
your journey to

school looks
and feels

different during
the four seasons

of the year!

Compare the
pros and cons of

using different
modes of

transport for our
health and the

world around us!

Explore how
features of your

local
neighbourhood

compare to
those of other

cities around the
world!

ACTION

Design a
poster

encouraging
more active

and
sustainable

travel!

Discuss road
safety

principles and
what YOU can
do to be safe

when
travelling!

Be Bright and Be
Seen!

Wear or create
something

reflective to be
more visible to

other road users!

Can your class complete all of these activities during Walk to School Week?

Join the adventure!

Let’s make this Walk to School Week unforgettable! Keep walking, wheeling,

exploring and have fun!

Discuss how
you could
make your

school’s street
more wildlife

friendly!

20-24 May

Count how many
trees are on your
school site and

identify the most
common species
with your class!

Do you pass
any waterways,
streams, canals

or ponds on
your way to

school?

What are
the signs
that it’s
nearly

summer?

Count how many
minutes your

journey to school
takes on foot,

cycle and public
transport!

Look out for
street art on your

way to school
and discuss what

you saw!

Carry out a
survey to find out

how your class
travels to school
and draw a bar
chart using the

data!

Write a poem
about your 

favourite place
to play outside
and recite it to

your
classmates!

Plan a new,
greener

walking route
between two

places!

Discuss sections of
your journey to
school that you
enjoy or don’t

enjoy and discuss
how to make them

better!

WALK TO SCHOOL WEEK BINGO CARD

Road Safety in Schools
Waltham Forest is dedicated to promoting 
road safety among children and young people, 
recognising the importance of embedding safe 
habits and positive behaviours from an early 
age, to help shape children’s long term attitudes 
and actions as responsible road users. 

We also understand that road safety and the 
perception of safety significantly influences whether 
children and their parents/carers feel confident 
walking or cycling to school or travelling actively for 
leisure purposes such as visiting a green space or 
visiting friends. Supporting schools in delivering road 
safety education is key to empowering children to 
be active, independent, and socially engaged while 
maintaining their physical and emotional wellbeing.

To reach younger pupils in 2024 we worked with The 
Smart Brothers to deliver 18 road safety shows to 
KS2 and The Riot Act to deliver 8 road safety shows 
to KS4. Additionally, we continued to work with 
For2Feet to fulfil 2023’s instruction of delivering 
a mixture of Pedestrian Safety Training and Kick-
Scooter Training across 20 schools for KS1 and KS2.

The Riot Act – KS4 Road Safety Shows
The Riot Act’s ‘Street Smart’ road safety ‘theatre in 
education’ performance is designed for students in Years 
9 to 11, many of who may be already, or beginning to 
travel more independently, whether as pedestrians, 
cyclists, passengers in a car, or learning to drive. 

The engaging show explores a range of topics to 
equip students with the knowledge and tools to 
be safe, responsible and considerate to others 
in real-world scenarios. Topics explored include 
safe walking and cycling practices, how to behave 
responsibly as a passenger, the importance of 
avoiding anti-social behaviour on public transport, 
the benefits of travelling actively, the purpose of 
20mph zones, and an introduction to the Highway 
Code and its relevance to all road users.

With relatable scenarios performed by characters 
mirroring students and their peers, the show engages 
the audience in identifying unsafe behaviours and 
considering safer alternatives. Additionally, the 
interactive discussions throughout the performance 
ensure the lessons are practical, thought-provoking and 
directly relevant to the student’s daily experiences.

SAFER STREETS

THE RIOT ACT ENGAGING PUPILS ON THE 
IMPACT OF SHORT CAR JOURNEYS

THE RIOT ACT’S PERFORMANCE AT 
CHINGFORD FOUNDATION SCHOOL, E4
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The Smart Brothers – KS2 Road Safety Shows
The Smart Brothers ‘It’s Up To You’ road safety 
show is aimed at Year 5 and 6 pupils who are 
starting to travel independently. The performance 
focuses on equipping children with the skills and 
mindset needed to make safe decisions when 
navigating the road without adult supervision. 

Key topics covered include:
•	 Encouraging students to take personal responsibility 

for their own safety while traveling.

•	 Teaching the essential practice of stopping, looking, 
listening, and thinking before crossing the road.

•	 Highlighting safe and unsafe places to cross, 
helping students identify the best options.

•	 Raising awareness about distractions, like 
using mobile phones or headphones near 
traffic, and the dangers they pose.

•	 Stressing the importance of being visible 
to drivers, especially by wearing high-
visibility or reflective clothing.

The show is designed to be interactive and engaging, 
using creative demonstrations to keep the audience 
involved. For example, juggling is used to represent 
the unpredictability and chaos of traffic, showing how 
quickly danger can approach an inattentive pedestrian. 
Another standout moment includes a near life-size 
bus being used to highlight the risks of crossing at a 
bus stop, emphasizing how hidden dangers can arise. 
These imaginative and relatable scenes ensure the 
lessons feel practical and relevant, making it clear 
that the safety principles apply to everyday life.

For2Feet - Pedestrian Safety Training
For2Feet’s Pedestrian Safety Training is a practical 
roadside training activity that helps children identify 
local road skills and practice safe crossing strategies. 
The training focuses on teaching essential kills such as 
using pedestrian crossings correctly, safely navigating 
junctions, avoiding distractions, and understanding the 
dangers of crossing near parked cars or driveways. The 
training is aimed at Years 4 to 6 and designed to prepare 
children for future independent journeys. In schools that 
have School Streets and Low Traffic Neighbourhoods 
(LTNs), the sessions also highlight their benefits and 
provide guidance on how to use them safely. 

For2Feet - Kick-Scooter Safety Training
For2Feet’s kick-scooter training is a practical training 
activity, combining playground-based and footway-
based activities to teach children in Years 1 and 2 
essential scooting skills. The sessions cover how to 
check the scooter is safe for use, slowing down and 
stopping effectively, what to do if they get tired and 
what to do in an emergency. Children also learn how 
to cross the road with a scooter, share the footway 
considerately with pedestrians and recognise common 
hazards such as reversing cars and uneven paths. 
These practical lessons help children scoot safely, 
confidently, and responsibly on their journey to school.

Junior Citizens
The Junior Citizens programme is designed to educate 
Year 6 pupils transitioning to secondary about 
important health and safety topics in a practical 
and engaging way. This year’s programme took 
place over two weeks, commencing on 10 June at 
Mission Grove Primary School, with nearly 2,500 
pupils taking part. Workshops were delivered by 
the London Fire Brigade, the Metropolitan Police, 
Transport for London and other key organisations. 

School Crossing Patrols
School Crossing Patrols (SCP) help children and adults cross the road safely near schools if they are 
walking, cycling or kick-scooting. Waltham Forest has SCPs at seven schools across the borough 
and they work closely with their assigned school to promote road safety in the community. 

DEE WAS A SCP AT NEWPORT PRIMARY SCHOOL 
FOR 50 YEARS BEFORE RETIRING THIS YEAR

THE SMART BROTHERS DELIVER ROAD SAFETY THEATRE IN EDUCATION TO KS2 PUPILS

STEVE IS A SCP AT YARDLEY PRIMARY SCHOOL 
WHERE HE HAS WORKED FOR FIVE YEARS
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Collision data
In 2023 there were 581 casualties reported as a 
result of collisions occurring in the borough, of 
which 62 were serious and 518 were slight, which 
was a 12% decrease compared to 2022.

Of these 662 casualties, 108 were pedestrians and 101 were 
using cycles. Compared to 2022, this represents a 4% increase 
in pedestrian casualties but a 22% decrease in cyclist casualties.

Collision data Jan 2019 to Dec 2024 

2019 2020 2021 2022 2023 2024 Total
Fatal 3 3 0 0 1 7 14

Serious 90 78 78 70 59 58 433

Slight 566 500 524 493 446 434 2963

Total 659 581 602 563 506 499 3410
*Please note that more than one vehicle can be involved in a single collision 
*2024 Provisional data. Results may change when validated.

Collisions by type* 2019 2020 2021 2022 2023 2024
No impact 66 56 53 64 51 46

Pedal cyclist 116 161 157 136 113 131

Powered two wheeler 128 116 171 169 165 149

Other / Unknown 56 27 49 36 22 31

Taxi / PH 32 19 21 12 10 9

Cars 719 622 599 619 513 513

Bus / Coach 3 10 0 1 1 6

HGV 66 62 48 42 49 48

Total* 1186 1073 1098 1079 924 933
*Total (collisions by type) is for quick comparison between years; this is 
not the total collisions as contains double counting.

Casualty Data Jan 2019 to Dec 2024

2019 2020 2021 2022 2023 2024 Total
Fatal 3 3 0 0 1 7 14

Serious 91 79 80 72 62 62 446

Slight 694 596 599 590 518 544 3541

Total 788 678 679 662 581 613 4001
*Please note that more than one casualty can occur per collision. 
*2024 Provisional data. Results may change when validated.

Casualties by type* 2019 2020 2021 2022 2023 2024 Total %
Driver 370 322 341 321 283 296 1933 48.31%

Pedal cyclist rider 125 144 153 129 101 115 767 19.17%

Passenger 140 102 76 108 89 113 628 15.70%

Pedestrian 153 110 109 104 108 89 673 16.82%

Total 788 678 679 662 581 613 4001 100.00%

Road Safety Week
This year’s Road Safety Week took place take place from 17 to 23 November.

The Mayor of London’s Vision Zero objective is to eliminate all deaths 
and serious injuries caused by collisions on London’s roads by 2041.

To support this initiative, we organised six free Dr Bike sessions throughout 
the week, where members of the public could visit various locations 
and have their bikes checked over by experienced mechanics. Free 
bike lights were also provided to residents upon request, following 
an announcement of the offer in the Residents E-Newsletter. 

We also teamed up with TfL to promote several of their free motorcycle training 
courses, including for those preparing for Compulsory Basic Training (CBT) and 
newly qualified riders. The ‘Beyond CBT’ course was specifically tailored to help 
delivery and courier drivers enhance their riding skills on busy urban roads.

Additionally, we promoted BikeSafe, a London Rider Skills Day to boost biking 
ability and improve rider safety. Run in partnership with the Metropolitan Police 
Service, these courses provide expert advice, including an observed ride on 
urban and rural roads with police motorcyclists. Participants receive guidance on 
key skills, from cornering and filtering to spotting hazards and improving visibility. 

A ROAD SAFETY POSTER 
DESIGNED BY A PUPIL AT 
WHITTINGHAM PRIMARY SCHOOL

Roadwatch in partnership with Metropolitan Police
Community Roadwatch 
Community Roadwatch is a programme that enables 
local residents to collaborate with local police 
teams to discourage speeding vehicles in their area 
by using speed detection equipment to identify 
speeding vehicles in their communities. Residents 
can participate or suggest a residential area where 
there are community concerns around speeding by 
contacting their borough’s Safer Transport Team. 

To take part in Community Roadwatch, or to suggest a 
residential area where there are community concerns 
around speeding, contact  
CommunityRoadwatch@met.police.uk stating you live in 
Waltham Forest. Your enquiry will be forwarded to your 
local Safer Neighbourhoods Team, who will be in touch.

Junior Roadwatch 
Junior Roadwatch is a school-based initiative 
designed to provide primary school pupils with road 
safety knowledge and the opportunity to educate 
motorists on the dangers of speeding near schools.

Classes are divided into three groups, which rotate 
between speed monitoring with police officers, 
with an opportunity for pupils to use speed 
detection equipment, classroom lessons on speed 
awareness and creating social media campaigns 
targeted at motorists to reduce speeds. 

During the hands-on speed monitoring segment, 
motorists caught speeding are pulled over and officers 
run initial checks to decide if they are suitable for 
an educational road safety talk led by the pupils. If 
they are, pupils ask a series of questions about the 
offence and whether the experience has changed their 
view about road safety, such as ‘were you wearing a 
seatbelt?’ or ‘could you tell me what you thought the 
speed limit was?’. The programme aims to improve 
motorists’ awareness of road safety through direct 
engagement with young people while instilling these 
important messages into pupils from a young age. 

PUPILS FROM CHASE LANE PRIMARY SCHOOL 
TAKING PART IN JUNIOR ROADWATCH
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We are developing a network of Electric Vehicle (EV) charging points that enables residents, businesses 
and visitors to adopt lower emission vehicles to help reduce transport related emissions. Our strategy 
includes a network of reliable and affordable charging points that encourages further uptake of low 
emission vehicles and caters for the needs of vehicle users. This year the number of EV charging points 
has continued to increase and we hit our milestone of 1,000 sockets installed across the borough!

ELECTRIC VEHICLE CHARGING POINTS

Rapid charging points
By working with Transport for London four rapid EV charging points have 
been installed. The four rapid points are located at: 

•	 Chingford – Richmond Road Car Park 

•	 Leytonstone – Church Lane 

•	 Walthamstow – High Street Car Park 

•	 Walthamstow – Mission Grove Car Park 

The four rapid charging points are operated by BP Pulse and can add 100 miles range to most EVs within 30 minutes. 

Freestanding charging points
There are now 241 dual-socket fast charging points 
in the borough. 33 of these units are standard 
7kW and operated by BP Pulse, and 210 units 
are fast 22kW units and operated by Believ. 

Standard lamp column 
charging points 
We have installed 596 standard 5.5kW single 
socket charging points into lamp columns. 
These units are operated by ubitricity 
and are ideal for overnight charging. 

WALTHAM FOREST’S 1000TH SOCKET WHICH WAS INSTALLED IN PARTNERSHIP WITH UBITRICITY

We are working with operators to provide a car-
sharing network that provides an easy, affordable 
and environmentally friendly alternative to owning 
a car. A Car Club vehicle is parked near where you 
live, ready for hire when you need it. Car Clubs 
help to reduce the number of private vehicles on 
the road as users often choose to give up a private 
vehicle or not to purchase a new car. This helps to 
free up parking spaces and reduce CO₂ emissions.

There are two types of Car Clubs operating in Waltham 
Forest: round-trip (fixed bay) and one-way (flexible 
vehicles). The round-trip Car Clubs are offered by 
Enterprise, Hiyacar and Zipcar with cars and vans 
parked on-street in their own designated bays. 
Vehicles need to be returned to their original parking 
bay when members have finished using them. There 
are 71 round-trip car club vehicles in the borough. 

Zipcar also offers Zipcar Flex, a flexible one-way car-
share service. Members can pick up and drop off a 
vehicle in a number of London boroughs and airports.

Car Club vehicles are available 24 hours a day, 7 days 
a week and can be booked by the hour, day or as 
long as members need them. Cars can be booked 
online, through the relevant app or by phone.

We are working to expand access to the Car Club 
network in Waltham Forest. To request a Car Club bay 
in your area, email carclubs@walthamforest.gov.uk

CAR CLUBS

Public EV charging point network 
There are now 1,079 EV charging sockets in 
Waltham Forest, with over 300 newly installed 
in 2024. Our network is comprised of a range of 
charging devices to cater for EV users needs.

Our public EV charging point strategy is providing 
residents, businesses and visitors the opportunity to 
adopt cleaner vehicles. By March 2025 we plan to install: 
•	 5.5kW standard charging points in lamp 

columns in all Controlled Parking Zones 

•	 7-22kW freestanding charging points within 
a short walk of 80% of properties 

•	 50kW rapid charging points at all town centres 

•	 First 50kW rapid charging hub in the borough

Research demonstrates that the main barrier to 
EV adoption is access to public charging points. 
Residents and businesses can request public EV 
charging points in their area by completing our online 
registration form here: walthamforest.gov.uk/EV 

A VEHICLE USING A BELIEV CHARGING 
POINT ON EDWARD ROAD, E17

A ZIPVAN ON THE AVENUE, E4
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Age UK Waltham Forest 
Age UK Waltham Forest (Age UK WF) hosted three 
cycling courses for older people in Chingford 
and Walthamstow. The courses were catered to 
beginners and with six weeks of 1-hour lessons. 
The learn to ride course aimed to take participants 
from being unable to ride to balancing and 
pedalling comfortably. The courses were devised to 
provide an opportunity 
for older adults to 
socialise, meet new 
people and exercise 
simultaneously with 
a goal of improving 
physical health and 
mental well-being.

Community Walking and Cycling Fund
The Community Walking and Cycling Fund was set up 
by Waltham Forest Council in 2019 to provide financial 
assistance to community groups who are working to 
encourage and facilitate residents of Waltham Forest to 
walk and cycle more, as well as discover other modes 
of sustainable transport and recreational activities 
to support healthier lifestyles. With walking and 
cycling being proven to improve physical health and 
mental wellbeing, increase social cohesion and reduce 
loneliness, the aim of the fund is to develop and support 
the work of community groups to reach more residents 
than the council would ordinarily be able to, and to 
ensure as many people as possible enjoy these benefits.

After five proceeding rounds of projects which saw 
over 4,000 more residents walking and cycling across 

the borough, a further seven unique projects were 
selected to offer a range of free, active, and social 
activities to residents between April and October this 
year. The projects sought to build stronger communities, 
promote sustainable transport options, and support 
healthier lifestyles among our residents, alongside 
helping to tackle social isolation and loneliness.

The community groups and community interest 
companies (CIC) were awarded up to £3,000 to 
deliver their projects. All projects were unique 
and aimed to reach a wide variety of ages, 
abilities, and demographics and reached over 
an estimated 500 beneficiaries in 2024.  

A summary of the projects can be found below:

COMMUNITY GROUPS

Cycle Sisters
Cycle Sisters aim to make 
cycling more accessible for 
Muslim women and teen 
girls. This year’s project 
comprised of a Switch 
your Journey campaign 
to encourage active 
travel. There were a range of led rides from Leyton 
Jubilee Park to different areas in the borough and 
neighbouring boroughs to develop cycling skills 
and confidence whilst cycling in green spaces 
and on the highway. Cycle Sisters also hosted a 
baby biking session by teaming up with CarryMe 
bikes to deliver a session that helped parents 
to understand cycling whilst carrying a child.

Lbs 4 Peace 
Lbs 4 Peace had walking groups the called the “Steps and Checks Wellness Walks”. 
The project encouraged recreational walking and exploration of local green space, 
particularly within Black and Brown groups to support health and wellness. The 
initiative also aimed to reduce inactivity and decrease car dependency for local trips 
by promoting walking as a means of transport. A total of 20 sessions for up to 15 
participants took place in Higham Hill Park and Leyton Jubilee Park.  Ten sessions took 
place in Leyton Jubilee Park and the other ten took place in Higham Hill Park but tailored 
to new mums and encourage them to bring their babies. The Leyton Jubilee Park 
sessions have also seen a 63% repeat attendance rate and the participants have strongly 
expressed an appetite for a long-term programme of walks in and around the borough.

Everyone on Boards (EoB) 
EoB are a skateboarding community that run 
regular ‘skate jams’ at Lloyd Park Skatepark, Cann 
Hall Skatepark and Chingford Chase Lane Skatepark, 
some of the key focal points for skateboarders and 
young people from diverse backgrounds, reflecting 
the multicultural nature of the borough. Their CW 

and CF funding 
was used to host 
seven skate jams 
(lessons) for 
children at Cann 
Hall Skate Park 
in Leytonstone 
and Chingford. 

Geek Café CIC
Geek Café used their 
existing regular afternoon 
tea sessions for citizens 
and turned this into a 
“Walk and Talk” session 
to take advantage of the 
local greenspaces whilst 
encouraging exercise and 
active travel. The group 
start and finish the walks 
from their internet café (Geek Café) in Leytonstone 
High Road and walk to different locations such 
as Hollow Ponds and Wanstead Park with the 
aim to walk two miles. The sessions enable the 
participants to familiarise themselves with the area 
and various walking routes. The sessions finish 
with an afternoon tea where the seniors have 
refreshments and have some more time to build 
on connections and interact with other attendees.

JoyRiders 
Britain CIC 
JoyRiders’ 2023-4 
project comprised 
of nine family 
cycle rides hosted 
in the summer 
months and school 
holidays. The project offered led rides to families 
in the local area who didn’t yet feel confident 
enough to cycle on their own or who didn’t own 
bikes but wanted their family to learn and draw 
the benefits of cycling. Additionally, the rides 
aimed to showcase local infrastructure and ‘safer 
routes’ for local families to access and explore 
the borough’s green spaces and amenities.

Salaam Peace
Salaam Peace is a community engagement 
programme that uses sports and social education 
to bring people together from diverse backgrounds. 
Their CW and CF project focused on delivering 
weekly walking groups and group cycle rides 
with separate sessions for children and adults.

“Thanks to dedicated Ride Leaders there are regular weekly group sessions which I 
find really enjoyable and they are helping me build my road confidence. Rides are at 
different ability ranging from beginners to challenging. I started as a beginner and 

was able to go on challenging rides In just few weeks that was only possible because 
the Ride Leaders are very considerate and gave excellent support and encouragement. 

I highly recommend anyone who wants to start cycling to join the group.” 

PARTICIPANT OF A CYCLE SISTERS CYCLE TRAINING SESSION
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Permanent cycle counter network
We are committed to monitoring the success of 
cycling infrastructure installed as part of the Enjoy 
Waltham Forest programme and subsequent walking 
and cycling projects. To achieve this, 10  permanent 
cycle counters are in place at strategic locations across 
the borough to record the number of cycle journeys 
being completed over time. The data collected by 
these units provide valuable insight into the continued 
popularity of key cycle routes in the borough. 

June was the most popular month for cycling, with an 
average of 974 cycle journeys recorded at each cycle 
count location per day. The second and third most 
popular months were February and July respectively.

As in previous years, strong seasonality in the 
number of cycle journeys completed was evident, 
with the fewest number of journeys recorded 
in the winter months, such as December.

RESEARCH, MONITORING AND EVALUATION

Average number of daily cycle journeys recorded per count location

Daily average cycle count 2019-2024
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Healthy Streets Scorecard

The London Boroughs Healthy Streets Scorecard, 
inaugurated in 2019, aims to promote action to 
put people’s health and wellbeing at the forefront 
of a borough’s transport planning. A coalition of 
environment and transport NGOs has come together 
to help Councils and residents understand better 
where and how they can make an impact.

In 2024 Waltham Forest was named the ‘Top Outer 
London borough’ again due to the following factors:

•	 51% of Waltham Forest is located within a 
LTN (3rd highest ranking in London)

•	 46% of Waltham Forest is located within a 
CPZ (4th highest ranking in Outer London)

•	 13% of the borough’s roads feature protected 
cycle tracks (2nd highest ranking in London)

•	 60% of schools hold a TfL Travel for Life school travel 
plan accreditation (2nd highest ranking in London)

Our score currently stands at 5.59, with the 
borough’s position in London as a whole rising 
from 13th to 12th place in the overall rankings. 

Department for Transport walking and cycling statistics 2023 
(National Travel Survey and Active Lives Survey)
In August 2024 the Department for Transport released their walking and cycling statistics for 2023. The statistics 
are based on data using two main sources, the National Travel Survey (NTS) and the Active Lives Survey (ALS).

•	 Overall 72.5% of Waltham Forest residents 
walk or cycle at least once per month.

•	 35.5% of residents walk or cycle for travel purposes 
at least three times per week and 24.4% at 
least five times per week, which are increases 
of 2.8% and 4.2% respectively since 2022.

•	 53.4% of Waltham Forest residents walk or cycle 
at least three times per week which is an increase 
of 5.7% compared to 2022 and 40.8% of residents 
travel actively at least five times per week which 
is an increase of 3.9% compared to 2022.

“Once again, Waltham Forest 
continues to deliver when hardly 

anyone else is managing it, and the 
borough again earned the title of ‘top 

Outer London borough’ in 2024.”

HEALTHY STREETS SCORECARD

CLLR LOAKES RECEIVING WALTHAM FOREST’S HEALTHY STREETS SCORECARD CERTIFICATE
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