
1) Blackthorn, Prunus spinosa 1000 

 

 

This thorny tree is an excellent choice as an informal hedging shrub, providing interest throughout 

the year. It produces white flowers during early spring and purple-black fruits (sloes) in late summer.  

Height: maximum of 6-7 metres high, and is great as a small tree/ hedging plant. 

Estimated growth rate: 40-60cm per year. 

Soil and conditions: it grows best in moist, well-drained soil and thrives in full sunlight. 

Why wildlife loves it: as it flowers early, blackthorn provides a valuable source of nectar and pollen 

for bees in spring. Its foliage is a food plant for the caterpillars of many moths, including the lackey, 

magpie, common emerald, swallow-tailed and yellow-tailed. Birds often nest among the dense, 

thorny thickets. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



2) Bird cherry, Prunus padus 1500 

 

As well as its glorious flowering spikes, bird cherry is also beautiful for its golden-yellow autumn 

leaves and pretty bark. It’s a neat tree and doesn’t produce lots of new shoots at the base. Take care 

as this species can grow tall. 

Height: 7-25m. Good for small and larger gardens. 

Estimated growth rate: 20-40cm per year. 

Soil and conditions: prefers limestone soils but will grow on poor soils. Needs full sun to flower. 

Why wildlife loves it: its bitter red-black cherries are eaten by blackbirds, song thrushes, foraging 

badgers and mice. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.woodlandtrust.org.uk/trees-woods-and-wildlife/british-trees/a-z-of-british-trees/bird-cherry/


3) Wild cherry, Prunus avium 1500 

 

Wild cherry has beautiful clouds of blossom in spring and its bright summer fruits that bring a splash 

of vivid colour in summer. Its warm autumn leaves fade to a deep crimson, giving your garden a 

warm glow. 

Height: 18-25 metres high. 

Estimated growth rate: 20-40cm per year. 

Soil and conditions: wild cherry grows best in full sunlight and fertile soil. It won’t tolerate 

waterlogged soil. Strong winds can quickly destroy showy spring blossom, so consider planting in a 

sheltered location.  

Why wildlife loves it: this species makes a wonderful addition to any wildlife garden. The 'avium' in 

the Latin name refers to birds which eat the cherries as soon as they are ripe (the cherries are very 

bitter so not edible to us). The spring blossom also provides an early source of nectar and pollen 

which attracts a whole range of insects. 

Wild cherry is possibly the most attractive of our native trees. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.woodlandtrust.org.uk/trees-woods-and-wildlife/british-trees/a-z-of-british-trees/wild-cherry/


4) Crab apple, Malus sylvestris 1000 

 

Crab apple is a wild ancestor of the cultivated apple with sweetly-scented, pink-white blossom in 

spring. It produces small apple fruits in Autumn 

Height: maximum of 7-9 metres high, but can be kept small with pruning. Good for smaller gardens. 

Estimated growth rate: 30cm per year. 

Soil and conditions: prefers sun or semi-shade, will tolerate most soil types and dryness. 

Why wildlife loves it: the flowers are a good source of early pollen and nectar for insects, 

particularly bees. Birds like fieldfare, song thrush, blackbird and redwing enjoy the fruits, as do 

mammals including mice, voles and badgers. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.woodlandtrust.org.uk/trees-woods-and-wildlife/british-trees/a-z-of-british-trees/crab-apple/
https://www.woodlandtrust.org.uk/trees-woods-and-wildlife/animals/birds/fieldfare/
https://www.woodlandtrust.org.uk/trees-woods-and-wildlife/animals/birds/song-thrush/
https://www.woodlandtrust.org.uk/trees-woods-and-wildlife/animals/birds/blackbird/
https://www.woodlandtrust.org.uk/trees-woods-and-wildlife/animals/birds/redwing/
https://www.woodlandtrust.org.uk/trees-woods-and-wildlife/animals/mammals/badger/


5) Hawthorn, Crataegus monogyna 1000 

  

 

A great  tree for wildlife gardens and can be planted as a hedge or single tree. It has beautiful pink-

white blossom in May and ruby-red berries, called haws, in summer. The appearance of the May 

blossom was the herald of the end of winter and the beginning of summer. 

Height: if not pruned, single, mature trees can grow up to 15 metres high.  

Estimated growth rate: 40-60cm per year. 

Soil and conditions: it will grow in most soils, but flowers and fruits best in full sun.  

Why wildlife loves it: this species is fantastic for wildlife and can support more than 300 species of 

insect. Its flowers are eaten by dormice and provide nectar and pollen for bees and other pollinating 

insects. The haws are rich in antioxidants and are eaten by many migrating birds such as redwings. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.woodlandtrust.org.uk/trees-woods-and-wildlife/animals/birds/redwing/


6) Hazel, Corylus avellana 700 

 

 

In spring, hazel is laden with lovely 'lambs tail' catkins and in autumn it produces delicious nuts 

popular with people and wildlife. This responds well to close pruning. Hazel also has a reputation as 

a magical tree that provides protection. 

Height: can grow to 10 metres high or more, but its height can be easily controlled from tall tree to 

smaller shrub by pruning. 

Estimated growth rate: 40-60cm per year. 

Soil and conditions: a shade-tolerant tree for non-acid well-drained to moist soils. Can be planted as 

part of a native hedgerow. 

Why wildlife loves it: this tree is associated with the hazel dormouse, which eats the caterpillars it 

finds on the leaves and the nuts to fatten up for winter. Hazelnuts are also eaten by 

woodpeckers, nuthatches, jays and native mammals such as red squirrel, wood mouse and bank 

vole. 

Every February and March hazel's yellow catkins will light up your garden. 

 

https://www.woodlandtrust.org.uk/trees-woods-and-wildlife/british-trees/a-z-of-british-trees/hazel/
https://www.woodlandtrust.org.uk/trees-woods-and-wildlife/animals/birds/nuthatch/
https://www.woodlandtrust.org.uk/trees-woods-and-wildlife/animals/birds/jay/
https://www.woodlandtrust.org.uk/trees-woods-and-wildlife/animals/mammals/red-squirrel/
https://www.woodlandtrust.org.uk/trees-woods-and-wildlife/animals/mammals/wood-mouse/
https://www.woodlandtrust.org.uk/trees-woods-and-wildlife/animals/mammals/bank-vole/
https://www.woodlandtrust.org.uk/trees-woods-and-wildlife/animals/mammals/bank-vole/


7) Holly, Ilex aquifolium 700 

 

Holly is a small, distinctive, easy-to-grow tree that suits any sized garden. Holly has tough, glossy, 

dark green, spiny leaves. Female trees have clusters of scarlet red berries that are ripe from October 

onwards that often stay on the bush throughout the winter. In winter, its branches, with their glossy, 

evergreen leaves and red berries. 

Average height: grows up to 15 metres tall, but can be kept smaller with pruning. Good for smaller 

gardens. 

Estimated growth rate: 10-15cm per year. 

Soil and conditions: tolerates most soils and situations including deep shade. 

Why wildlife loves it: holly provides birds, such as mistle thrush, with food and shelter from winter 

storms and predators. It is also one of the main food plants for the holly blue butterfly caterpillar. Its 

deep, dry leaf litter beneath the tree may be used by toads, hedgehogs and small mammals for 

hibernation. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.woodlandtrust.org.uk/trees-woods-and-wildlife/british-trees/a-z-of-british-trees/holly/
https://www.woodlandtrust.org.uk/trees-woods-and-wildlife/animals/butterflies/holly-blue/
https://www.woodlandtrust.org.uk/trees-woods-and-wildlife/animals/reptiles-and-amphibians/common-toad/
https://www.woodlandtrust.org.uk/trees-woods-and-wildlife/animals/mammals/hedgehog/


8) Rowan, Sorbus aucuparia  1250 

 

 

Rowan has silvery-brown bark and fern-like leaves which turn a lovely burnt red in autumn. In spring 

you’ll find clusters of creamy-white flowers followed by vibrant, orange-red berries in autumn. Don’t 

be fooled by its delicate appearance – rowan can grow at altitude hence its other common name, 

mountain ash.  

Height: grow to a maximum height of 8-15 metres. Don’t worry if you don’t have a large garden - 

rowan is very slim and makes a perfect specimen tree.  

Estimated growth rate: 20-40cm per year. 

Soil and conditions: a hardy species and will grow in most soils but prefers light, well-drained and 

humus-rich soil. 

Why wildlife loves it: the flowers are a pollen and nectar source for bees and other pollinating 

insects, while the berries are eaten by birds. 

Please note that some fruiting trees may not be suitable for households with pets and small 

children. 

Please check your choice against any allergies or effects from ingesting by any animals or children 

that may have contact with the fruit or berries in future years. 

 


