
 

 
   

London Borough of Waltham Forest 

Proposed Submission Local Plan Part 1 (Regulation 19)  

Sustainability Appraisal Report 

 

Appendix B: Baseline Data 

 

 

 

Date: 21 October 2020 

Prepared by: 

ClearLead Consulting Limited  

The Barn, Cadhay, Ottery St Mary, Devon EX11 1QT 

www.clearleadconsulting.com  

01404 814273 

http://www.clearleadconsulting.com/


 

 

Quality Management 
 

Issue/revision Issue 1 Issue 2 

Report Status Draft 

 

Final 

 

Date 19/10/2020 12110/2020 

Prepared by L Dunkerley L Dunkerley 

Signature  

 

Checked by V Pearson  

 

V Pearson  

 

Signature  

 

Authorised by J Mitchell 

 

J Mitchell 

 

Signature  

 

Project number C0093 C0093 

 
LIMITATIONS 

 

This report has been prepared by ClearLead Consulting Limited solely for the use of the Client and those parties with whom a warranty 

agreement has been executed, or with whom an assignment has been agreed. Should any third party wish to use or rely upon the 
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a) the consequences of this document being used for any purpose or project other than for which it was commissioned, and 
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The work undertaken to provide the basis of this report comprised a study of available documented information from a variety of 

sources (including the Client) and discussions with relevant authorities and other interested parties.  The opinions given in this report 

have been dictated by the finite data on which they are based and are relevant only to the purpose for which the report was 

commissioned. The information reviewed should not be considered exhaustive and has been accepted in good faith as providing true 

and representative data pertaining to site conditions. Should additional information become available which may affect the opinions 

expressed in this report, ClearLead Consulting Limited reserves the right to review such information and, if warranted, to modify the 

opinions accordingly. 

It should be noted that any recommendations identified in this report are based on information provided by the Client and as gathered 

during the site survey. In some cases access cannot be granted to all areas of the site, in these instances and in the absence of 
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1 Introduction 

This appendix accompanies the Waltham Forest Proposed Submission Local Plan Part 1 (Regulation 

19)_ Sustainability Appraisal (SA) Report and sets out the baseline data used within the assessment of 

the plan. Key sustainability issues, data gaps and information on the anticipated evolution of the baseline 

without the Proposed Submission Local Plan Part 1 (Regulation 19) is presented within the main SA 

Report.  
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2 Population  
 

The population of Waltham Forest in 2019 was estimated as 286,7751. Median age was 34.9 compared 

to the national average of 407. The borough is one of the most diverse areas in the country, with 48% of 

residents from a minority ethnic background2. 

 

Table 2.1: London Borough of Waltham Forest population (2011-2019)3 

Age 
Range 

2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 2018 2019 
% 

Change 

0-4 21,599 22,176 22,447 22,304 22,370 22,479 22,119 22,130 22,317 3% 

5-7 10,420 10,925 11,403 11,779 11,901 12,246 12,691 12,774 12,511 20% 

8-9 6,213 6,476 6,655 6,783 7,179 7,471 7,636 7,771 7,918 27% 

10-14 14,775 14,775 14,922 15,163 15,422 15,764 16,397 16,857 17,433 17% 

15 3,037 2,952 3,004 2,908 2,872 3,066 2,914 3,105 3,096 1.9% 

16-17 6,231 6,184 6,021 6,014 6,033 5,908 6,013 6,077 6,120 -1% 

18-19 6,117 5,921 5,856 5,823 5,716 5,703 5,909 5,804 5,909 -3% 

20-24 20,434 19,663 18,580 17,840 17,078 16,724 17,039 17,413 17,799 -12% 

25-29 26,650 26,122 25,879 25,495 25,322 25,345 25,027 24,600 24,327 -8% 

30-44 65,879 67,104 68,648 69,410 70,872 72,689 73,539 74,691 75,586 14% 

45-59 43,509 44,839 46,259 47,637 48,775 50,054 50,955 51,675 52,067 19% 

60-64 9,763 9,647 9,755 10,008 10,404 10,642 10,883 11,154 11,584 18% 

65-74 13,543 13,999 14,304 14,513 14,826 15,303 15,658 15,990 16,442 21% 

75-84 8,645 8,859 9,059 9,235 9,259 9,201 9,268 9,390 9,476 9% 

85-89 2,296 2,266 2,265 2,314 2,346 2,402 2,446 2,470 2,509 9% 

90+ 1,286 1,313 1,395 1,449 1,450 1,501 1,558 1,621 1,681 30% 

Total 260,397 263,221 266,452 268,675 271,825 276,498 280,052 283,522 286,775 10% 

 

Table 2.1 shows that the population is predicted to have grown by 10% since the 2011 census; particularly 

in the 5-7 (+20%), 8-9 (+27%) and 45-59 (+19%) year age categories3. There has been a slight drop 

those aged between 16-17 and 18-19 (-1% and -3% respectively) age categories. More significant 

decreases in population can be seen in the 20-24-year olds (-12%)3.  

 

 
1 Greater London Authority (GLA) London Data Store, 2018 round population projections, 
https://data.london.gov.uk/dataset/projections Accessed on: 08/01/2020 
2 Waltham Forest, Statistics about the Borough, https://www.walthamforest.gov.uk/content/statistics-about-borough 
Accessed on: 08/01/2020 
3 Greater London Authority (GLA) London Data Store, 2018 round population projections, 
https://data.london.gov.uk/dataset/projections Accessed on: 08/01/2020 

https://data.london.gov.uk/dataset/projections
https://www.walthamforest.gov.uk/content/statistics-about-borough
https://data.london.gov.uk/dataset/projections
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Figure 2.1: Population Projections 2011-20504 

Figure 2.1 demonstrates the Greater London Authority’s population projections from the 2011 census up 

to 2050. On the whole, the population is predicted to continue to increase, by approximately 21% by 

20505. The GLA 2015 population estimates predicted that the population of Waltham Forest will continue 

to increase from 274,800 residents in 2016 to a total of 291,500 by 2021, an increase of 16,700 (6%)6. 

The fastest growing age groups are those aged between 60 and 90+6.  

Table 2.2 below shows the predicted percentage increase from 2017 to 2050. Those aged between 0-9 

will see the least amount of increase, which reflects an emerging shift from a relatively young population 

to an ageing one7. Despite this slight shift in trends, the population in 2050 will remain dominated by those 

aged between 30-44 and 45-597. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
4 GLA, 2015, round population projections 
5 GLA, 2015, round population projections 
6 GLA, 2015, round population projections 
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Table 2.2 Percentage Population Change Between 2017 and 20507 

 

 

According to the Greater London Authority (GLA) Intelligence and Analysis Unit, in 2014 2,143 people 

migrated out of the borough. This was the 4th highest out-migration rate in London, after Brent and the 

neighbouring boroughs of Newham and Enfield8. Conversely, in 2014, Waltham Forest had the 7 th highest 

net international in-migration in London, gaining 5,075 new residents (see Figure 2.2)9. Data from the 

Department for Work and Pensions (DWP) on those registering for a National Insurance number (NINo) 

estimated that a total of 17,300 NINo registrations were recorded in the borough during 2014/1510. This 

is an increase of 49% from 11,600 the previous year. This data is useful, but it only serves as a measure 

of inflow as does not take into account those who have subsequently left the borough. 

  

 
7 GLA Borough Profiles, 2015 
8 GLA Borough Profiles, 2015  
9 GLA, London Borough Profiles & Atlas, 2015, Chart Map, Table: Population Density 
10 GLA Borough Profiles, 2015 

Age Range 2017 2050 
Total % 
Change 

0-4 21,438 23,736 10% 

5-7 12,131 12,937 6% 

8-9 7,436 8,205 9% 

10-14 16,326 19,261 15% 

15 2,926 3,746 22% 

16-17 6,114 7,570 19% 

18-19 6,138 7,436 17% 

20-24 18,834 22,031 15% 

25-29 25,711 28,423 10% 

30-44 72,230 83,131 13% 

45-59 50,370 63,218 20% 

60-64 10,718 17,026 37% 

65-74 15,349 26,232 41% 

75-84 9,322 17,637 47% 

85-89 2,475 5,616 56% 

90+ 1,587 5,355 70% 

Total  279,108 351,560 21% 
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Table 2.3: Population density (2011 - 2017)11 

 

Table 2.3 demonstrates that Waltham Forest has matched the overall rising trend of London and the rest 

of England with a predicted population increase of 12.3%11. The borough has seen a slightly smaller 

percentage growth in population (12.3%) compared to the rest of London (12.5%), although both 

predictions are greater than that of England (8.2%)11. The population growth has subsequently resulted 

in a rise in population density from 66.5 persons per hectare to 74.7 persons per hectare11. The borough 

is more densely populated than both London and England; but when compared to neighbouring boroughs 

of Newham (100.4 p/h), Hackney (151.9 p/h) and Haringey (97.6 p/h), it is far less densely populated12. 

It does, however, have a significantly higher density than neighbouring Enfield (44.4 p/h ) and Redbridge 

(55.3p/h)12. See Figure 2.3 below.  

Waltham Forest has a diverse mix of ethnic groups, with the number of overseas nationals entering 

Waltham Forest seen in Figure 2.3. The largest ethnic groups identified in the 2017 GLA ethnic group 

projections are Black Asian (139,105), White British (84,785) and Other White (51,145). This gives 30% 

White British ethnicity, compared with London as a whole at 40%13. 18% of the population of the borough 

is Other White ethnicity, which is one measure of EU non-UK/Ireland residents13.  

Nearly half (49%) of all residents are from a non-white ethnic background, making it the eighth most 

ethnically diverse borough in London14. This has followed the national trends but is 8% above the London 

average and 35% higher than the UK average14. 81% of primary and 83% of secondary school children 

consider themselves to be from a minority ethnic background15. Overall 81% of all school children in the 

borough are from minority ethnic backgrounds – this represents a 16% rise from 2004.    

 

 

 
11 GLA Land Area Population Density, 2020. https://data.london.gov.uk/dataset/land-area-and-population-density-
ward-and-borough.   Accessed 17/02/2020.  
12 GLA Land Area Population Density, 2020 
13 GLA, London Borough Profiles & Atlas, 2015, Chart Map, Table: National Insurance Registrations 
14 ONS, Ethnic Group Statistics by 2011 Census groupings, 2019 https://data.london.gov.uk/dataset/ethnic-groups-
borough 
15 National Statistics: Schools, pupils and their characteristics- LA tables: January 2018. 

https://www.gov.uk/government/statistics/schools-pupils-and-their-characteristics-january-2018  
Accessed 13/02/2020 
  

  

Waltham 
Forest 
(2011) 

Waltham 
Forest 
(2020) 

% 
Change 

London 
(2011) 

London 
(2020) 

% 
Change 

England 
(2011) 

England 
(2020) 

% 
Change 

Total 
population 

258,249 290,024 +12.3 8,173,941 9,203,331 +12.5% 
53,012,45

6 
57,408,654 +8.2% 

Number of 
persons per 
ha 

66.5 74.7 +12.3% 52 58.5 +12.5% 4.1 4.4 +0.4% 

Area (ha) 3,881 3,881 N/A 157,215 
157,215 

N/A 
13,027,84

3 
13,027,843 N/A 

https://data.london.gov.uk/dataset/land-area-and-population-density-ward-and-borough
https://data.london.gov.uk/dataset/land-area-and-population-density-ward-and-borough
https://data.london.gov.uk/dataset/ethnic-groups-borough
https://data.london.gov.uk/dataset/ethnic-groups-borough
https://www.gov.uk/government/statistics/schools-pupils-and-their-characteristics-january-2018
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Figure 2.2: Population density of London (persons/ha)16 

  

 
16 GLA, London Borough Profiles & Atlas, 2015, Chart Map, Table: Population Density 
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Figure 2.3: Overseas nationals entering the UK (using National Insurance number registrations) 2014 -201517 

 
17 GLA, London Borough Profiles & Atlas, 2015, Chart Map, Table: National Insurance Registrations  
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Table 2.4: Ethnicity 18 

Ethnic Group 

Waltham Forest London 

GLA 
Population 

2017 
% Population 

GLA 
Population 

2017 
% Population 

White British 84,785 30% 3,484,715 40% 

White Irish 4,073 1% 184,657 2% 

Other White 51,145 18% 1,401,482 16% 

White & Black Caribbean 5,175 2% 139,568 2% 

White & Black African 2,554 1% 83,968 1% 

White & Asian 3,193 1% 128,255 1% 

Other Mixed 5,698 2% 160,840 2% 

Indian 10,195 4% 646,741 7% 

Pakistani 31,074 11% 280,489 3% 

Bangladeshi 5,741 2% 261,985 3% 

Chinese 2,917 1% 151,936 2% 

Other Asian 11,926 4% 503,959 6% 

Black African 21,215 8% 648,968 7% 

Black Caribbean 18,365 7% 345,471 4% 

Other Black 7,711 3% 210,988 2% 

Arab 5,472 2% 141,481 2% 

Black Asian Minority Ethnic 139,105  50% 3,923,515 44% 

Other Ethnic Group 7,870 3% 218,866 2% 

Total 279,108 N/A 8,818,563 N/A 

 

 

 

 

  

 
18 GLA, Round Ethnic Group Projections, 2015. https://data.london.gov.uk/demography/ethnic-group-population-

projections/  Accessed 03/07/17 

https://data.london.gov.uk/demography/ethnic-group-population-projections/
https://data.london.gov.uk/demography/ethnic-group-population-projections/
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Table 2.5: Changes in Ethnicity from 2011 to 201719 

 

Table 2.5 highlights the changes in population from the 2011 Census through to the GLA population 

projections. The largest increase is within the Arab population (43%) although that is from a relatively 

small total population compared to some of the other ethnic groups19. The second highest growth is 

seen in the Other White and Other Mixed ethnic groups, with both seeing a 34% rise. This rise 

matches London as a whole19. White British has seen a percentage drop of 10% which is 4% higher 

than the decrease across London19. Black Caribbean groups have also seen a drop of 3%, which is 

again higher than across London19.  

The 2015 Equality Monitoring Report20 recorded that between 2012 and 2015 approximately that 80% 

of residents surveyed agree that ‘the local area is a place where people from different backgrounds 

get on well together” (ranging from 77% to 83%).  

  

 
19 GLA, Round Ethnic Group Projections, 2015   
20 LB Waltham Forest, Monitoring the Equality Objectives 2015-2018, 2015  

Ethnic Group 

Waltham Forest London 

2011 2017 
% 

Change 
2011 2017 

% 
Change 

White British 93,739 84,785 -10% 3,687,680 3,484,715 -6% 

White Irish 3,989 4,073 2% 176,846 184,657 4% 

Other White 38,168 51,145 34% 1,047,576 1,401,482 34% 

White & Black Caribbean 4,616 5,175 12% 120,053 139,568 16% 

White & Black African 2,431 2,554 5% 65,946 83,968 27% 

White & Asian 2,636 3,193 21% 102,236 128,255 25% 

Other Mixed 4,240 5,698 34% 119,664 160,840 34% 

Indian 9,206 10,195 11% 546,319 646,741 18% 

Pakistani 26,577 31,074 17% 225,472 280,489 24% 

Bangladeshi 4,672 5,741 23% 223,857 261,985 17% 

Chinese 2,598 2,917 12% 124,569 151,936 22% 

Other Asian 11,791 11,926 1% 400,695 503,959 26% 

Black African 18,974 21,215 12% 576,998 648,968 12% 

Black Caribbean 18,970 18,365 -3% 346,194 345,471 0% 

Other Black 7,196 7,711 7% 171,047 210,988 23% 

Arab 3,817 5,472 43% 106,501 141,481 33% 

Black Asian Minority 
Ethnic 

124,501 139,105 12% 3,305,373 3,923,515 19% 

Other Ethnic Group 6,776 7,870 16% 175,824 218,866 24% 
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3 Human Health 

 

The Indices of Multiple Deprivation (IMD) is a qualitative study which looks at relative deprivation for 

small areas, using 37 key indicators. In terms of the overall measure of multiple deprivation, Waltham 

Forest is ranked as the 35th most deprived among the 326 local authorities in England21. This is an 

improvement from 2010 where it was ranked 15 th but it represents an overall decline from 47 th in 

200422. Out of 33 London boroughs, Waltham Forest is 6th most deprived after neighbouring boroughs 

of Hackney, Newham and Haringey as well a Tower Hamlets and Islington23. 

Female life expectancy of borough residents is higher than the national average and equal to the 

London average24. Conversely, male life expectancy is lower than both the London and national 

averages. Both male and female life expectancies have followed the national trend and are on the 

rise, particularly when compared to life expectancy in the borough in 2004-200624 (Table 3.1). There 

are also notable inequalities within the borough: in some of the most deprived wards life expectancy 

is 5.8 years lower for men and 4.9 years lower for women than in the least deprived areas 25. Figure 

3.1 below demonstrates these inequalities; the most deprived wards are located towards the south 

of the borough, but there are also some in the north. Looking at the borough as a whole, most of the 

wards fall into the bottom ‘most deprived’ quintile25.    

 

Table 3.1: Life expectancy at birth 2004-06 compared to 2016-1824 

  

Waltham 
Forest 

London England 

2004/06 Female 80.9 81.8 81.5 

2016/18 Female 84.5 84.5 83.2 

2004/06 Male 75.3 77.4 77.3 

2016/18 Male 80.6 80.7 79.6 

 
21 Waltham Forest, Statistics about the Borough: https://www.walthamforest.gov.uk/content/statistics-about-
borough  
22 Age UK Waltham Forest Profile: Deprivation in Waltham Forest: 08/01/2013 
23 Age UK Waltham Forest Profile: Deprivation in Waltham Forest: 08/01/2013 
24 ONS: Life expectancy at birth and at age 65 years by local areas, UK. 
https://www.ons.gov.uk/peoplepopulationandcommunity/healthandsocialcare/healthandlifeexpectancies/datasets/
lifeexpectancyatbirthandatage65bylocalareasuk Accessed 21/02/2020 

https://www.walthamforest.gov.uk/content/statistics-about-borough
https://www.walthamforest.gov.uk/content/statistics-about-borough
https://www.ons.gov.uk/peoplepopulationandcommunity/healthandsocialcare/healthandlifeexpectancies/datasets/lifeexpectancyatbirthandatage65bylocalareasuk
https://www.ons.gov.uk/peoplepopulationandcommunity/healthandsocialcare/healthandlifeexpectancies/datasets/lifeexpectancyatbirthandatage65bylocalareasuk
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Figure 3.1: Levels of Deprivation per ward 25 

 
25 Public Health England, Waltham Forest Health Profile, 2016  
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In the 2011 Census, 82.7% of the Waltham Forest population regarded their health to be either ‘good’ 

or ‘very good’ which is slightly higher than the national average. However, those who identify 

themselves as having a limiting lifelong illness, or who describe their health as ‘not good’ exceeds 

the national and London averages. According to Age UK, 50% of people aged 65 and over within the 

borough suffer from a limiting long-term condition, which is higher than London (47.22%), and 

England (47.0%); this is projected to increase to 51% by 203426.  

 

Table 3.2: People aged 65 and over with a limiting long-term illness, by age, projected to 

203027 

Age range 2012 2015 2020 2025 2030 

65-74 5,632 5,720 6,069 6,549 7,772 

75-84 4,540 4,652 4,764 5,100 5,437 

85+ 2,032 2,098 2,360 2,622 2,885 

Total 12,204 12,469 13,193 14,272 16,093 

 

Data for 2016-2018 indicates the borough has a higher rate of premature deaths (75 years and under) 

from cardiovascular diseases compared with the regional and England rates. The estimated diabetes 

diagnoses rate (i.e. the estimated prevalence of diabetes in adults aged 17 years and over) is also 

worse in Waltham Forest compared to rates in the region and England28.  

The suicide mortality rate for Waltham Forest was 8.6 per 100,000 between 2014-2016. This is lower 

than the London and England averages at 8.7 and 9.9 respectively29. Waltham forest is ranked 19th 

highest compared to other London boroughs. Further analysis of the data for Waltham Forest is not 

available due to the small sample size (61 recorded deaths). However, across England, men suffer 

a much higher incidence of suicide, making up 75% of the total suicides recorded. Most males 

recorded as dying of suicide were between 40-44 (21.9%)30.  

 

Table 3.3: Hospital Admissions, 201131 

 Waltham Forest London  England 

Admission Type 
Number of 
admissions 

% of all 
admissions 

Number of 
admissions 

% of all 
admissions 

Number of 
admissions 

% of all 
admissions 

Coronary Heart Disease  3,206 6.8% 100,988 6.5% 1,000,332 8.3% 

Cerebrovascular Disease 
(including Stroke) 

664 1.4% 23,114 1.5% 187,962 1.6% 

Cancer (excluding non-
melanoma skin cancer) 

3940 8.4% 131,263 8.4% 1,326,050 11.1% 

Falls (basic accidental falls) 1087 2.3% 42,177 2.7% 365,098 3.0% 

 
26 Age UK Waltham Forest Profile: Deprivation in Waltham Forest, 08/01/2013 
27 Age UK Waltham Forest Profile: Deprivation in Waltham Forest, 08/01/2013 
28 Public Health England Local Authority Area Profiles https://fingertips.phe.org.uk/profile/health-profiles/ accessed 

on 27/08/20 
29 ONS – Suicides in Great Britain: 2016 Registrations (2017).  
30 London Borough of Waltham Forest: A Suicide Prevention Strategy for Waltham Forest 2018-2021 
31 ONS Neighbourhood Statistics, Census 2011 

https://fingertips.phe.org.uk/profile/health-profiles/
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 Waltham Forest London  England 

Admission Type 
Number of 
admissions 

% of all 
admissions 

Number of 
admissions 

% of all 
admissions 

Number of 
admissions 

% of all 
admissions 

Coronary Artery Bypass 
Graft (CABG) and ... 
Transluminal Coronary 
Angioplasty (PTCA) 

267 0.6% 9,610 0.6% 65,603 0.5% 

Hip Replacement 143 0.3% 5,272 0.3% 69,434 0.6% 

Knee Replacement 195 0.4% 6,893 0.4% 71,541 0.6% 

Cataract 1322 2.8% 43,115 2.8% 326,758 2.7% 

Other  36,090 76.9% 1,199,550 76.8% 8,586,987 71.6% 

Total Finished 
Admissions 

46,914 N/A 1,561,982 N/A 11,999,765 N/A 

 

Tuberculosis (TB) continues to be a prominent issue in Waltham Forest, with 25.7 in every 1000 

people reporting cases. This is higher than the London average of 21.9 and significantly higher than 

the national average of 9.2.32  

 

Table 3.4 Reported cases of TB per 100,000 (2016-18)33 

 

 

 

Sexually transmitted infection diagnosis rates are currently high in both Waltham Forest and London, 

at 1,502 per 100,000 and 1,713. This is higher than the national average of 850.6.34  

Teenage conception rates (females between 15 and 17) have continued to fall but remain higher than 

the national average.  In 2010, there were 49.2 teenage pregnancies per 1,000, compared to 39.4 in 

London and 37.2 in England. By 2017, this had decreased locally, regionally and nationally to 18.1 

pregnancies per 1,000 within Waltham Forest, 16.4 across London and 17.8 nationally. 35  

Infant mortality rates were recorded as 3.1 per 1,000 live births within the borough between 2016-18. 

This is below both the regional (3.3) and national (3.9) rate for the same period.36  

According to the Waltham Forest Child Poverty Strategy37, around 16,000 children are growing up 

below the poverty line. This equates to approximately a third of all children in the borough and makes 

 
32 https://fingertips.phe.org.uk/static-reports/health-profiles/2019/e09000031.html?area-name=waltham%20forest 
Accessed 25/02/2020 
33   Public Health England, Local Authority Health Profiles https://fingertips.phe.org.uk/static-reports/health-

profiles/2019/e09000031.html?area-name=waltham%20forest Accessed 21/02/2020 
34 https://fingertips.phe.org.uk/static-reports/health-profiles/2019/e09000031.html?area-name=waltham%20forest 
Accessed 25/02/2020 
35 https://fingertips.phe.org.uk/static-reports/health-profiles/2019/e09000031.html?area-name=waltham%20forest 
Accessed 25/02/2020 
36 https://fingertips.phe.org.uk/static-reports/health-profiles/2019/e09000031.html?area-name=waltham%20forest 
Accessed 25/02/2020 
37 Waltham Forest Child Poverty Strategy, 2009-2020 

 

Waltham 
Forest 

London England 

Number of Reported Cases 25.7 21.9 9.2 

https://fingertips.phe.org.uk/static-reports/health-profiles/2019/e09000031.html?area-name=waltham%20forest
https://fingertips.phe.org.uk/static-reports/health-profiles/2019/e09000031.html?area-name=waltham%20forest
https://fingertips.phe.org.uk/static-reports/health-profiles/2019/e09000031.html?area-name=waltham%20forest
https://fingertips.phe.org.uk/static-reports/health-profiles/2019/e09000031.html?area-name=waltham%20forest
https://fingertips.phe.org.uk/static-reports/health-profiles/2019/e09000031.html?area-name=waltham%20forest
https://fingertips.phe.org.uk/static-reports/health-profiles/2019/e09000031.html?area-name=waltham%20forest
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up one of the domains of the Child Wellbeing Index. Waltham Forest is ranked below the England 

average in this index. 

Table 3.5: Infant Mortality (2017)38 
 

Year  
Waltham 
Forest  

London England 

2009-2011 5.4 4.3 4.3 

2010-2012 5.5 4.1 4.1 

2011-2013 4.6 3.9 4.1 

2012-2014 3.8 3.6 4 

2013-2015 2.6 3.4 4 

2015-2017 2.2 3.3 3.9 
 

The childhood obesity rate between 2018 and 2019 of Year 6 children was slightly higher within 

Waltham Forest (23.4%) than regionally (23.2%) and nationally (20.2%)39. However, adult obesity 

rate was lower in Waltham Forest at 54.5% than the London average of 55.9%. Both Waltham Forest 

and the wider London area have lower rates of adult obesity than the national average, of 62.0%.   

There is a rising demand for more mental health services, as an estimated 18% of the adult population 

will have a mental health issue each week, with half of these requiring treatment. Waltham Fores t 

has a high number of potentially contributing factors including high unemployment, deprivation, 

poverty, drug and alcohol misuse and high a percentage of minority ethnic groups.   

GP register data for 2016/17 suggests that the prevalence of depression was at 6.4%, compared with 

the London average of 6.6% and the England rate of 9.1%. 9.7% of children and young people are 

thought to be living with a mental health condition, higher than the England average of 9.2%40. Mental 

health issues are projected to increase particularly in the over 65s. According to Age UK, depression 

in people over the age 65 is set to rise from 3,585 to 4,125 cases, and dementia by 24% by 2025 41.   

  

 
38 Local Government Association, Population - Infant mortality rate in Waltham Forest, https://lginform.local.gov.uk/ 

Accessed 10/01/2020 
39 Childhood obesity by London borough, Trust for London, 2020 
40 LBWF Mental Wellbeing Strategy 2018-21.  
41 Age UK Waltham Forest Profile: Deprivation in Waltham Forest, 08/01/2013 

https://lginform.local.gov.uk/
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4 Economy 
 

The number of new business registrations grew by 98% between 2011-2018 compared to the London 

average of 58.5%42. The top five sectors which have seen the greatest amount of growth are: digital 

and creative (40%); construction (35%); professional and urban services (30%); manufacturing 

(35%); and retail (10%)43. Despite this growth, the borough is ranked 7th in London for unemployment. 

Compared to the rest of London, Waltham Forest has a comparatively small and lower value 

economy. 

 

Table 4.1: New business registration rate as a percentage of active enterprises44 

Year 
Waltham 
Forest 

(%) 

London 
(%) 

2011 17.4 14.6 

2012 16.8 14.8 

2013 20.7 17.9 

2014 21.3 17.7 

2015 22.6 18.6 

2016 20.0 17.5 

2017 16.4 15.2 

2018 20.2 15.9 

 

Table 4.1 shows that despite Waltham Forest being the fastest growing borough in London, new 

business registrations between 2011 and 2015 were lower than London as a whole. Self -employment 

is growing above the London average, standing at 14.6% and 13.1% respectively between 2018-

201945, but business start-up rates remained low at 7 per 10,000 compared to 9.9 per 10,000 for 

London. It also had the 6th lowest 2-year business survival rate in London at 71%46. The Waltham 

Forest Business Study, 201547, highlighted the concerns of business owners who believe that a lack 

of space for growth and development and increasing rents may well attribute to low numbers of 

business start-ups.    

 
42 ONS – Business Demographics and Survival Rates, by Borough, 2018 
43 Waltham Forest Economic Growth Strategy, 2016-2020 
44 ONS – Business Demographics and Survival Rates, by Borough, 2018 
45 Nomis, Labour Market Profile - Waltham Forest, 2019 
46 GLA London Borough Profiles, 2018 
47 The Waltham Forest Business Study: Summary, 2015 
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Table 4.2: New Business (1yrs old or less) Death Rates as a percentage of active enterprises48 

Year 
Waltham 
Forest 

(%) 

London 
(%) 

2011 12.3 10.6 

2012 13.2 11.9 

2013 12.4 10.9 

2014 12.3 10.7 

2015 12.0 11.5 

2016 11.8 11.0 

2017 14.6 13.5 

2018 12.6 12.4 

 

Businesses in Waltham Forest do, however, have a higher business death rate one year (or less) 

post birth than businesses in the wider London area. Between 2011 and 2018, the was a higher 

percentage of business deaths every year within Waltham Forest than in London48. This would 

suggest that although business birth rates are higher, the survival rate of businesses with Waltham 

Forest is lower than the London average within the first year of registration.  

Business rateable values are also higher within Waltham Forest when compared with London. 

Waltham Forest is ranked 11th highest amongst all London boroughs49. These rateable values provide 

the basis for national non-domestic rates bills, issued by local authorities. This means that the 

businesses in the borough are deemed to be of high value. However, business rates in the borough 

are now declining slowly whilst London is fluctuating but has an overall upward trend.   

 

Table 4.3: Changes in Business Rateable Value (% value rather than % change) from 2013/14 

to 2018/1950 

Year 
Waltham 
Forest 

London 

2013-14 157.45% 151.01% 

2014-15 155.32% 149.76% 

2015-16 156.38% 150.82% 

2016-17 157.45% 151.03% 

2017-18 191.49% 182.06% 

2018-19 189.36% 182.34% 

 

Waltham Forest forms part of London’s Growth Boroughs which were established as part of the 2012 

Olympics, with the aim of achieving socio-economic convergence between the six Growth Boroughs 

(Waltham Forest, Hackney, Tower Hamlets, Newham, Baking & Dagenham and Greenwich) and the 

 
48 ONS – Business Demographics and Survival Rates, by Borough, 2018 
49 Local Government Association, Trend of changes in business rateable value in Waltham Forest 
50 Local Government Association, Trend of changes in business rateable value in Waltham Forest 
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rest of London over the period to 203051. The borough was hit hard during the 2008 recession, but 

has had significant investment from Olympic legacy projects, which has helped Waltham Forest to 

recover. Funding has been awarded by a range of funders including the London Development 

Agency, Greater London Authority, Department for Communities and Local Government and the 

European Union and totals over £800 million since 200651. As part of this legacy the National 

Construction College was established, which supports and enhances the skills of local people, by 

providing specialist training in the construction, urban services and creative growth sectors.  

The borough also forms part of the Upper Lee Valley Development Opportunity Area. This area 

covers 3,884 hectares52 shared between the London Boroughs of Enfield, Haringey, Waltham Forest 

and Hackney. It is projected that the opportunity area has the potential to deliver cumulative additional 

Gross Value Added (GVA) of around £10 billion by 203153. Planned development can be seen in 

Figure 4.1. The key development area in Waltham Forest will be at Blackhorse Lane, Lee Valley 

Eastside (Leyton and Lea Bridge) and Walthamstow town centre. The Council’s vision is to evolve 

this area into mixed-use, providing new affordable homes, small scale local businesses and 

commercial spaces together. The Blackhorse Lane area will be designated as a Creative Enterprise 

Zone, with the purpose of aiding the area to become a vibrant new quarter.  

The Waltham Forest Employment Study (2013) notes that there are many different activities occurring 

in industrial estates within the borough and there is a lot of subdivision of industrial sites. The study 

concludes that there is an opportunity for the industrial heritage of the Upper Lee Valley to be 

celebrated; that there are opportunities to use planning obligations to provide additional workspaces 

and that denser, mixed use development with no net loss of business floor space should be further 

investigated. Waltham Forest is committed to protecting land for businesses and employment 

opportunities, to prevent the loss of land to residential development.  

 

 
51 London Growth Boroughs, Convergence Annual Report, 2015 
52 Upper Lee Valley Opportunity Area Planning Framework, July 2013 
53 Upper Lee Valley Opportunity Area Planning Framework, July 2013 
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Figure 4.1: Upper Lee Valley Development Opportunity Area  54 

(Plan area within dotted red boundary) 

  

 
54 Upper Lee Valley Opportunity Area Planning Framework, 2013 
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5 Employment and Skills 
 

The number of jobs in Waltham Forest grew by 30% (the highest growth rate in London) between 

2009 to 2014 compared to just 14% across London. In 2018, there were estimated to be 72,000 jobs 

in Waltham Forest.55  

The percentage of Waltham Forest residents who are economically active (74.8%) is higher than the 

London average (78.1%), but lower than the national average (78.9%)56. Self-employment (14.6%) is 

also higher than the national and London average at 10.8% and 13.1% respectively56. Waltham 

Forest is very much a small business economy with 76% of all companies employing four people or 

less and 94% employing 20 or less. Despite this, 220 larger businesses account for 55% of the jobs 

in the borough57.  

 

Table 5.1: Employment Status 2018-19 58 

Employment Status 

Waltham Forest London  
Great 
Britain 

Count 
% of total 
population 

% % 

In Employment 144,800 74.8 74.4 75.7 

Unemployed 7,700 5.0 4.6 3.9 

Economically Active Residents 152,000 78.6 78.1 78.9 

 
Of those not economically active within the borough (21.4%), the majority are looking after their family 

or home58. This is higher than in both London and Great Britain, where living as a student is the main 

reason for economic inactivity. In Waltham Forest, 82.6% of those economically inactive do not want  

a job, which is higher than both London (80.1%) and nationally (79.1%)58.  

 

Table 5.2: Economic Inactivity 2018-201959 

Employment Status 
Waltham Forest London Great Britain 

Count % of total population % % 

Economically Inactive 40,400 21.4 21.9 21.1 

Student  11,000 27.3 32.4 26.7 

Looking After Family/Home 12,500 30.9 29.0 23.6 

Long-Term Sick 11,000 27.3 18.2 23.3 

 
A high percentage of the adult population are in full time education (37.9%), which represents a rise 

in residents that are now educated to level 4 standard or higher (NVQ 4 equivalent and above: e.g. 

HND, Degree and Higher Degree level qualifications or equivalent); this figure nearly doubled 

between 2006 and 2016, to 44%. However, between 2016 and 2018, the proportion of residents 

educated to NVQ4 decreased to 39.3%. This may indicate that the people working in the borough are 

lower skilled and those with higher education levels may be travelling to work in other boroughs.  

 
55 Nomis https://www.nomisweb.co.uk/reports/lmp/la/1946157278/report.aspx#tabjobs  
56 Nomis, Labour Market Profile - Waltham Forest, 2019 
57 Waltham Forest Economic Growth Strategy, 2016-2020 
58 Nomis, Labour Market Profile - Waltham Forest, 2018-2019  
59 Nomis, Labour Market Profile - Waltham Forest, 2018-2019 

https://www.nomisweb.co.uk/reports/lmp/la/1946157278/report.aspx#tabjobs
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However, based on average gross weekly earnings, the earnings gap between Waltham Forest 

residents and the London average is narrowing.  

 

Table 5.3: Median gross weekly pay of employees by residence (£)60 

Year 
Waltham 
Forest 

London Gap 

2011 548.7 598.8 50.1 

2012 523.0 602.6 79.6 

2013 545.2 607.3 62.1 

2014 521.7 603.1 81.4 

2015 526.0 609.0 83 

2016 522.3 619.3 97 

2017 551.5 634.4 82.9 

2018 577.4 645.9 68.5 

2019 611.4 668.1 56.7 

 

In 2018-19, 5% of residents were unemployed, ranking it 10 th highest out of London’s 33 boroughs61. 

A more detailed study in 2015 looked at unemployment within the borough, and found a clear north-

south divide. The highest rates of unemployment were found in the south, particularly in the wards of 

Leyton, Cann Hall and Cathall. Cathall was the worst preforming ward where 13.9% were 

unemployed, whilst Hale End and Highams and Chingford Green performed the best at 8% and 6.6% 

of residents unemployed 62.   

In order to address unemployment, Waltham Forest launched the ‘Steps into Work’ campaign in 

January 2016. The campaign aims to support 1,200 disadvantaged residents and those who are long 

term unemployed to find work. The project is being funded by a £2 million investment from the 

Borough Council and European Structural and Investment Funds (ESIF). The aim is to move 370 

disadvantaged residents into employment and 295 to sustain this employment63.   

Between 2018 and 2019, the majority of the working population in Waltham Forest were working in 

professional occupations (23.7%); this was higher than the average for Great Britain (21.2%) but 

lower than the London average (26.4%).64 The second biggest group were employed in associate 

professional and technical occupations (19.5%).65 These include occupations which require a high 

level qualification or training.   

 
60 Local Government Association, Median gross weekly pay of employees by residence, Accessed 13/01/2020 
61 Nomis Labour Market Profiles – Waltham Forest, 2019.  
62 GLA Ward Atlas, 2015. Accessed 10/01/2020 
63 Waltham Forest Employment and Skills Prospectus, 2016  
64 Nomis Labour Market Profiles – Waltham Forest, 2019. Accessed 21/02/2020 
65 Nomis Labour Market Profiles – Waltham Forest, 2019. Accessed 21/02/2020 



 

 
Waltham Forest Site Allocations Document. SA Report – Appendix B 21  

Table 5.4: Employment by Occupation, 2018-19 66 

Occupation Category 
Waltham Forest London 

Great  
Britain 

Number % % % 

Managers, Directors and Senior Officials 12,400 8.6 13.3 11.3 

Professional Occupations 34,300 23.7 26.4 21.2 

Associate Professional & Technical 28,200 19.5 18.7 14.8 

Administrative & Secretarial 14,100 9.7 8.9 9.7 

Skilled Trades Occupations 12,300 8.5 6.8 10.0 

Caring, Leisure and Other Service Occupations 12,300 8.5 7.1 9.0 

Sales and Customer Service Occupations 6,700 4.6 5.7 7.3 

Process Plant & Machine Operatives 11,800 7.1 4.5 6.2 

Elementary Occupations 12,800 8.8 8.1 10.2 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 
66 Nomis Labour Market Profile - Waltham Forest, 2019. Accessed 21/02/2020 
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6 Transport 
 

Waltham Forest has good public transport linking to the centre of London as well as direct links to 

Stansted Airport, although these transport links are clustered to the south of the borough. The 

borough has four underground stations (Leyton, Leytonstone Walthamstow Central and Blackhorse 

Lane) which are served by the Victoria and the Central lines. The borough is also served by the two 

over ground services; the Gospel Oak to Barking (GOBLIN) Line and the Chingford to Liverpool Street 

Line, which forms a main commuter route to Central London. The borough is also well served by 

buses, with 37 different routes67.  

Table 6.1: Train services in Waltham Forest 

Central Line Victoria Line 
London Overground 

National Rail 
GOBLIN Line Chingford Line 

• Leyton 

• Leytonstone 

• Blackhorse 
Road 

• Walthamstow 
Central  

• Blackhorse Road 

• Leyton Midland Road 

• Leytonstone High Road 

• Walthamstow Queen’s 
Road 

• St James’ Street 

• Walthamstow 
Central 

• Wood Street 

• Highams Park 

• Chingford 

• Lea Bridge  

 

Figure 6.1: Mode share of transport in Waltham Forest68 

Pre-Covid 19 pandemic the majority of people in the borough commuted using either a car or 

motorcycle, with the second most popular mode being walking. In total over a quarter (26%) used 

public transport on their daily commute; this is higher than the Outer London average of 22%, but 

less than the Greater London average of 29%. Car ownership is ranked 17th out of the London 

boroughs with an average of 0.8 cars per household69. Levels of car ownership vary across the 

borough with a clear north-south split; there are more households with cars in the north of the borough 

 
67 Transport for London-Waltham Forest https://tfl.gov.uk/info-for/boroughs-and-communities/waltham-forest#on-
this-page-8 Accessed 18/08/2020 
68 London Borough of Waltham Forest, Borough Factsheet, Summer 2016 
69 GLA, London Borough Profiles, 2015 

8%

3%

13%

32%

41%

2%
1%

Mode Share of Transport Originating in Waltham 
Forest (2016)

Underground /DLR

Rail

Bus (incl Tram)

Walk

Car/Motorcycle

Cycle

Taxi/Other

https://tfl.gov.uk/info-for/boroughs-and-communities/waltham-forest#on-this-page-8
https://tfl.gov.uk/info-for/boroughs-and-communities/waltham-forest#on-this-page-8
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compared to the south. Endlebury has the highest car ownership with an average of 1.29 cars per 

household, whilst Cathall and Hoe Street have the lowest ownership with 0.55 per household.  

Car ownership in the borough has fluctuated since 2010. The number of vehicles registered within 

Waltham Forest saw an annual rise between 2010 and 2016, when 546,552 vehicles were registered 

within the borough (Figure 6.2)70. However, there has since been a decline in vehicle registrations, 

in 2018/19 and therefore the trend could be improving. This could in part be due to the implementation 

of the ‘Mini Holland’ project within the borough (discussed below) and increase in car free 

development. 

Figure 6.2: Number of licensed vehicles and population (2010-2019)70 

 

 

  

 
70 Data provided by London Borough of Waltham Forest. 13/12/2019 
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Figure 6.3 Vehicle Registrations against borough population 2004 - 201871 

Figure 6.3 details the type of vehicles registered between 2004 and 2018 within Waltham Forest. 

Cars have consistently made up the majority of vehicle registrations between 2004-2018, with 87.5% 

of the vehicle share. The other 12.5% of registrations comprised light goods (7.3%), motorcycles 

(3.4%) and heavy goods, buses, coaches and other vehicles (1.8%)71.  

Accessibility to public transport levels (PTAL) measures the density of public transport. It is a detailed 

and accurate measure of the accessibility of a location to the public transport network, which takes 

into account walk access time and service availability. Areas are graded between 0 and 6b, where a 

score of 0 is very poor access to public transport, and 6b is excellent access to public transport. 

Overall the borough is ranked 16th in London for accessibility to transport with a score of 3.6, this is 

slightly lower than the Greater London average of 3.8, but higher than the Outer London score of  3.  

Figure 6.4 shows the PTAL scores across the borough.  

The PTAL scores across the borough vary, with a distinct north-south divide. The wards of 

Leytonstone and Hoe Street have the best scores of 5.5 and 5.2 respectively. The wards with the 

least access to public transport are Valley and Endlebury, with a score of 2.4. There are a few 

exceptions to this, as areas around North and South Chingford have scored fairly well, which 

highlights that the higher PTAL scores are more heavily condensed around the town centres. There 

are also pockets within the borough, including the south, where accessibility is very low, with scores 

ranging between 0-1b.  

In 2013 Waltham Forest became successful in securing £30 million in funding from Transport for 

London and the Mayor of London for their pilot ‘Mini Holland’ project. The project aims to radically 

improve the borough’s cycling infrastructure and increase the number of people choosing to walk, 

cycle or use public transport, by adding new safer crossing points, more pedestrianised areas and 

segregated cycle lines. Over 22km of cycle tracks have been constructed, along with 400 secure 

cycle parking spaces72. Since the pilot scheme has been introduced, traffic levels in key roads such 

 
71 Data provided by London Borough of Waltham Forest. 13/12/2019 
72 Enjoy Waltham Forest Walking and Cycling Account 2017/18, November 2018 
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as Francis Road have fallen by 60%73. The ongoing work in Waltham Forest has been recognised at 

the London Transport Awards (March 2017), where it won the ‘Transport Borough of the Year’ award, 

and has been nominated for a further 13 awards.  

Figure 6.4: Public Transport Accessibility Levels (PTAL)74 
 

 
73 Enjoy Waltham Forest Walking and Cycling Account 2017/18, Nov 2018 
74 Transport for London, PTAL maps, 2017 - https://tfl.gov.uk/info-for/urban-planning-and-construction/planning-

with-webcat/webcat?Type=PTAL&lat=51.54719&lon=-
0.06563&scenario=Base%20Year&zoomLevel=12&places=Stations%20stops%20and%20piers%7CBoroughs 
Accessed on: 13/01/2020 
 
  

https://tfl.gov.uk/info-for/urban-planning-and-construction/planning-with-webcat/webcat?Type=PTAL&lat=51.54719&lon=-0.06563&scenario=Base%20Year&zoomLevel=12&places=Stations%20stops%20and%20piers%7CBoroughs
https://tfl.gov.uk/info-for/urban-planning-and-construction/planning-with-webcat/webcat?Type=PTAL&lat=51.54719&lon=-0.06563&scenario=Base%20Year&zoomLevel=12&places=Stations%20stops%20and%20piers%7CBoroughs
https://tfl.gov.uk/info-for/urban-planning-and-construction/planning-with-webcat/webcat?Type=PTAL&lat=51.54719&lon=-0.06563&scenario=Base%20Year&zoomLevel=12&places=Stations%20stops%20and%20piers%7CBoroughs
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7 Crime and Safety 

Between January 2019 and January 2020, 26,239 crimes were reported across the borough of 

Waltham Forest75. The top three crimes recorded in the borough over this 12 month period were: 

• Violence Against the Person (25%): This includes a range of offences, such as harassment, 

assault without injury, death by dangerous driving and murder; 

• Theft (21%): Crimes including theft from a person or vehicle, shoplifting and making off 

without payment; and 

• Vehicle crime (18%): Any crime in which vehicles are stolen or interfered with75.  

 

Table 7.1: Number of Reported Crimes in Waltham Forest between January 2019 and January 

202076 

Crime type 
Number of offences 

(total) 

Percentage 

Violence Against the Person  6,646 25% 

Theft 5,532 21% 

Vehicle Offences 4,656 18% 

Burglary 2,155 8% 

Drug Offences 1,861 8% 

Arson and Criminal Damage 1,810 7% 

Public Order Offences 1,325 5% 

Robbery 909 4% 

Sexual Offences 530 2% 

Miscellaneous Crimes Against Society 309 1% 

Possession of Weapons 265 1% 

Historical Fraud and Forgery 0 0% 

Total 26,239 100% 

 

 

 

 
75 Metropolitan Police Safer Neighbourhood Dashboard. https://www.met.police.uk/sd/stats-and-data/met/crime-
data-dashboard/ Accessed 21/02/2020. 
76 Metropolitan Police Safer Neighbourhood Dashboard. https://www.met.police.uk/sd/stats-and-data/met/crime-

data-dashboard/ Accessed 21/02/2020. 

https://www.met.police.uk/sd/stats-and-data/met/crime-data-dashboard/
https://www.met.police.uk/sd/stats-and-data/met/crime-data-dashboard/
https://www.met.police.uk/sd/stats-and-data/met/crime-data-dashboard/
https://www.met.police.uk/sd/stats-and-data/met/crime-data-dashboard/
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Figure 7.1: Number of reported crimes across the borough, by ward77 

 

In 2017, Waltham Forest was identified as the London borough with the highest perceived concern 

(34.9%) of knife crime78. Out of the borough’s 20 wards, High Street experienced the highest number 

of crimes with 2,652 crimes recorded in the 12 months prior to January 2020. Leyton and Valley were 

2nd and 3rd, with 1,820 and 1,810 crimes being recorded respectively. Endlebury has the lowest 

number of recorded crimes in the borough with 720. Apart from the concentration in the High Street 

ward, there is not a clear pattern of crime rates across the borough, although the south west appears 

to experience slightly higher levels of crime77.  

Table 7.2 below shows that between 2017 and 2019 there was a 4.5% rise in the overall number of 

crimes in Waltham Forest, compared to a 4.2% decrease across London79. There was a drop in the 

number of reported rapes, other sexual offences, robberies and burglaries. However, all other crimes 

saw an increase, with homicide and drug offenses increasing by 40% and 34.8% respectively79. Gun 

 
77 Metropolitan Police Safer Neighbourhood Dashboard. https://www.met.police.uk/sd/stats-and-data/met/crime-
data-dashboard/ Accessed 21/02/2020. 
78 The London Knife Crime Strategy, 2017 

https://www.met.police.uk/sd/stats-and-data/met/crime-data-dashboard/
https://www.met.police.uk/sd/stats-and-data/met/crime-data-dashboard/
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crime also increased by 25.8%, whereas there was an overall decrease for London by 12.3% in the 

same period.  

 

Table 7.2: Types of crimes committed between April 2017-April 2019 79 

 

 
79 Metropolitan Police End of Financial Year Data, 2017-2019. https://www.met.police.uk/sd/stats-and-

data/met/year-end-crime-statistics/ Accessed 13/01/2020. 

 2017/18 2018/19 

% Change for 
Waltham Forest Crime Type 

Waltham 
Forest  

Metropolitan 
Police  

Waltham 
Forest  

Metropolitan 
Police  

Homicide 5 163 7 122 +40 

Violence Against the 
Person (All)  

6,101 201,890 6,399 215,700 
+4.8% 

Rape 242 7,946 185 8,320 -23.5 

Other Sexual 341 12,076 298 12,190 -12.6 

Robbery 928 32,942 915 34,366 -1.4 

Burglary 2,354 77,611 2,124 81,292 -9.7 

Gun Crime 33 1,153 41 1,011 +25.8 

Motor Vehicle Crime 3,382 106,819 4,115 117,055 +21.6 

Racist & Religious Hate 
Crime 

279 9,144 261 9,517 
-6.4 

Drug Offenses 943 36,696 1,272 37,905 +34.8 

Total crimes reported 22,890 862,781 23,929 826,418 +4.5 

 

https://www.met.police.uk/sd/stats-and-data/met/year-end-crime-statistics/
https://www.met.police.uk/sd/stats-and-data/met/year-end-crime-statistics/
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8 Housing 

Waltham Forest, in general, follows the London and national trends for housing size. There is a large 

number of small households which gradually decreases with household size80. The borough has a 

slightly higher than average proportion of houses with more than two occupants which is likely to be 

caused by the high house prices which encourages private renting and house shares. 

 

Table 8.1: Household size (number of households and percentages) (2011 Census)80 
 

 

Waltham Forest London England 

Number Percentage Number Percentage Number Percentage 

1 person 28,756 30% 1,030,558 32% 6,666,493 30% 

2 people 24,330 25% 947,805 29% 7,544,404 34% 

3 people 16,875 17% 526,610 16% 3,437,917 16% 

4 people 14,428 15% 439,852 13% 2,866,800 13% 

5 people 7,235 7% 195,395 6% 1,028,477 5% 

6 people 3,536 4% 85,719 3% 369,186 2% 

7 people 935 1% 22,396 1% 88,823 0% 

8+ people 766 1% 17,838 1% 61,268 0% 

Total 96,861 - 3,266,173 - 22,063,368 - 

 

The household composition also follows the London trend which has a lower proportion of single-

family households, particularly people aged 65 and over, and a higher proportion of households in 

the “Other” category when compared to England81. The “Other” households are likely to be younger 

people in house shares. 

  

 
80 Census 2011 Tables, Nomis 
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Table 8.2: Household composition (numbers of dwellings and percentages) (2011 Census)81 

 

Waltham forest London England 

Number % Number % Number % 

One person 28,756 30% 1,030,558 32% 6,666,493 30% 

One person aged 65+ 8,879 9% 312,022 10% 2,725,596 12% 

One family 51,894 54% 1,746,841 53% 13,631,182 62% 

One family aged 65+ 3,534 4% 134,063 4% 1,789,465 8% 

One married or civil partnership couple 
without children 

6,725 7% 270,709 8% 2,719,210 12% 

One married or civil partnership couple 
with dependent children 

15,246 16% 490,040 15% 3,375,890 15% 

One married or civil partnership couple 
with non-dependent children 

4,899 5% 155,658 5% 1,234,355 6% 

One cohabiting couple without children 4,283 4% 178,845 5% 1,173,172 5% 

One cohabiting couple with dependent 
children 

3,504 4% 91,774 3% 890,780 4% 

One cohabiting couple with non-
dependent children 

460 0% 12,288 0% 108,486 0% 

Lone parent with dependent children 8,918 9% 278,986 9% 1,573,255 7% 

Lone parent with non-dependent 
children 

4,325 4% 134,478 4% 766,569 3% 

Other 16,211 17% 488,774 15% 1,765,693 8% 

Total 96,861 N/A 3,266,173 N/A 22,063,368 N/A 

 

In Waltham Forest, there is a high proportion of terraced houses when compared to both London and 

England and a lower proportion of detached and semi-detached as expected in London81. There is a 

relatively high proportion of flats/maisonettes/apartments when compared to the national average, 

but less than in London. 

 

  

 
81 Census 2011 Tables, Nomis 



 

 
Waltham Forest Site Allocations Document. SA Report – Appendix B 31  

Table 8.3: Accommodation type (numbers of dwellings and percentages) (2011 Census)81 

 

Waltham forest London England 

Number % Number % Number % 

Detached 4,586 5% 211,232 6% 5,128,552 22% 

Semi-detached 16,668 17% 629,607 19% 7,076,395 31% 

Terraced 36,698 37% 776,821 23% 5,642,969 24% 

Flat, maisonette or apartment 28,682 29% 1,337,321 39% 4,111,669 18% 

Converted or shared house 12,073 12% 429,456 13% 984,284 4% 

Other 42 0% 2,818 0% 100,228 0% 

Total 98,749 N/A 3,387,255 N/A 23,044,097 N/A 

 

Table 8.4 demonstrates that the average house price in Waltham Forest is substantially higher than 

the average price across England but remains slightly lower than the average price in London. Within 

the last five years, there has been an increase in property prices of 95% and the annual increase was 

5.26% in Waltham Forest between March 2016 and March 2017. This is higher than the average for 

both England and London83. 

The average income in Waltham Forest in 2019 was just under £30,00082 therefore house prices are 

approximately 14 times higher than the average salary. This will result in difficulties for residents 

when obtaining a mortgage. The situation is similar at a London scale.  

Table 8.4: Average house prices October 201983 

In the 2011 census, the privately rented sector made up 26% of all residential dwellings which has 

increased from 18% of all dwellings in the 2001 Census due to the high house prices which presents 

an affordability issue for current residents. This is matched by a decrease in the owned properties. 

The proportion of rented properties in Waltham Forest is higher than both England and London.  

This is supported by information showing that 19% of all dwellings in the borough are either a House 

in Multiple Occupation or a converted property84.   

The Joint Strategic Needs Assessments 2014/2015 states that 11% of all dwellings in the borough 

are overcrowded, with this figure being 17.6% in the private rented sector. It also reports that 28% of 

households are unsuitably housed. 

 
82 NOMIS Annual Survey of hours and Earnings (ASHE) ONS, 2019 
83 UK House Price Index, Land Registry, http://landregistry.data.gov.uk/app/ukhpi/explore Accessed 13/01/2020 
84 ‘Waltham Forest Joint Strategic Needs Assessment (JSNA) Refresh 2014/15’ May 2014, LBWF 

 

Waltham Forest London England 

Average 
price 

Annual % 
change 

Average 
price 

Annual % 
change 

Average 
price 

Annual % 
change 

All 424,655 -3.78 472,232 -1.63 248,939 0.48 

Detached 748,310 -3.03 925,920 0.75 380,536 1.05 

Semi 639,135 -2.29 597,056 1.81 236,574 2.19 

Terraced 468,431 -2.50 499,178 0.07 201,972 1.06 

Flat/maisonette 336,496 -5.57 405,595 -3.57 219,581 -3.68 

http://landregistry.data.gov.uk/app/ukhpi/explore
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Table 8.5: Tenure of properties in Waltham Forest, London and England from the 2011 Census 
data85. 

 

Waltham Forest London England 

Number % Number % Number % 

All owned 48,361 50% 1,576,207 48% 13,975,024 63% 

Owned outright 19,396 20% 689,898 21% 6,745,584 31% 

Owned with a mortgage 28,965 30% 886,309 27% 7,229,440 33% 

Shared ownership 1,018 1% 42,108 1% 173,760 1% 

Social rented 21,376 22% 785,993 24% 3,903,550 18% 

Private rented 25,102 26% 819,085 25% 3,715,924 17% 

Living rent free 1,004 1% 42,780 1% 295,110 1% 

Total 96,861 N/A 3,266,173 N/A 22,063,368 N/A 

 

The number of households on the Housing Register was gradually increasing until 2012/13 when it 

began to decrease quickly86. The trend is similar for London and England as a whole. 

 

Table 8.6: Number of Households on Local Authority Waiting List86 

Year 
Waltham 

forest 
London England 

2006 11,059 331,230 1,634,301 

2007 10,169 333,857 1,674,421 

2008 9,655 352,953 1,769,939 

2009 14,341 354,389 1,763,140 

2010 15,624 344,771 1,740,997 

2011 16,153 354,401 1,824,830 

2012 21,864 380,301 1,851,426 

2013 25,054 344,294 1,685,804 

2014 20,635 255,729 1,368,312 

2015 15,405 263,491 1,240,855 

2016 8,306 227,549 1,183,779 

2017 8,795 243,668 1,155,285 

2018 7,330 232,409 1,114,477 

2019 8,379 243,551 1,157,285 

 
85 Census 2011 Tables, Nomis 
86 Households on Local Authority Waiting List, DCLG 2019 
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Figure 8.1: Trends in Households on the waiting list, 1997-201887 

To reduce the number of households on the waiting list, Waltham Forest have committed to support 

developments which provide a range of tenures and are affordable. To achieve this, the borough 

Council has stipulated that 50% of properties constructed through LBWF schemes will be affordable 

housing, of which 60% will be social/affordable rent. Whilst the borough as a whole has exceeded 

total net housing delivery targets for 2018, those for affordable housing have not yet been met. The 

total percentage of affordable homes built between 2012 and 2018 stands at 40%, however, in 2018, 

this proportion decreased to 20%88.  

Homelessness applications and acceptances are expected to increase as the impacts of significant 

economic changes take effect resulting in many residents struggling to afford their housing costs. In 

2017/2018, Waltham Forest accepted a full housing duty to 586 homeless households89.   

The Homeless Strategy90 notes those who are homeless are more likely to be non-white British 

ethnicity (76%), or have a priority need because of dependent children or pregnancy (83%).    

The last official estimate of rough sleepers in Waltham Forest in November 2018 indicated that there 

were 22 people sleeping outdoors in Waltham Forest91. 

It is estimated that the Objectively Assessed Housing Need (OAHN) for Waltham forest is 1,810 

dwellings per annum between 2014-2039. Of the OAHN, 1,258 (69%) of these dwellings are required 

as affordable homes for local people92.  

 
 

 

 

 

 

 
87 Households on Local Authority Waiting List, DCLG 2019 
88 London Borough of Waltham Forest Authority Monitoring Report, 2017/18 
89 ‘Waltham Forest Council Housing Strategy 2019-24’ LBWF DRAFT. 
90 Waltham Forest Council Homelessness Prevention Strategy 2013-2018 
91 Waltham Forest Council Housing Strategy, 2019-2024 DRAFT 
92 Waltham Forest Council Strategic Housing Market Assessment for London Borough of Waltham Forest, 2017 
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9  Townscape & Heritage  
 

Waltham Forest has 136 statutory listed buildings of which 15 are listed on Historic England Heritage 

at Risk Register93. Of the entries on the Heritage at Risk Register, six are stated to be in very bad 

condition whilst eight are stated to be in poor condition and one is in fair condition. The majority of 

these are showing slow signs of decay. However, St Peter in the Forest Church, St Mary’s 

Churchyard, St Andrew’s church and St Margaret & Antioch Church, are stated to be at risk of 

immediate deterioration. Of the 14 listed, 12 have no solutions agreed or in place. House 698a on 

High Road and the Church of St Peter and St Paul have agreed solutions which are yet to be 

implemented. 

Table 9.1 Heritage at Risk in Waltham Forest 93 

Asset Name Condition Comments 

St Peter in the Forest (Church), Woodford 
New Road, Walthamstow  

Very Bad 
Immediate risk of further rapid deterioration or loss 
of fabric; no solution agreed.   

Water Turbine House, Chingford Mill 
Pumping Station, Lower Hall Lane, 
Chingford 

Very Bad Slow decay; no solution agreed. 

Wall to south east of St Mary's Churchyard, 
Church End, Leyton 

Poor 
Immediate risk of further rapid deterioration or loss 
of fabric; no solution agreed. 

Chapel to south of main hospital block, 
Langthorne Hospital, Langthorne Road, 
Leytonstone 

Poor Slow decay; no solution agreed. 

Lodge south of main hospital block, 
Langthorne Road, Langthorne Hospital 

Very Bad Slow decay; no solution agreed. 

Chingford Mill Pumping Station, Lower Hall 
Lane, Chingford 

Poor Slow decay; no solution agreed. 

Granada/ABC Cinema, Hoe Street, 
Walthamstow 

Poor Slow decay. 

Church of St Andrew, Colworth Road, 
Leytonstone 

Very Bad 
Immediate risk of further rapid deterioration or loss 
of fabric; no solution agreed. 

Church of St Margaret of Antioch and 
attached railings, Woodhouse Road, 
Leytonstone 

Very Bad 
Immediate risk of further rapid deterioration or loss 
of fabric; no solution agreed . 

St Michael and All Angels Church, 
Palmerston Road, Walthamstow 

Poor Slow decay; no solution agreed. 

698a, High Road, Leytonstone Very Bad 
Slow decay; solution agreed but not yet 
implemented. 

133, Whipps Cross Road, Whipps Cross  Poor Slow decay.  
Walnut Tree House, High Road, Leyton  Fair Slow decay.  
Chestnuts House, Hoe Street, 
Walthamstow 

Poor Slow decay; no solution agreed. 

Church of St Peter and St Paul, The Green, 
Chingford 

Poor Slow decay; solution agreed and implemented. 

Church of Our Lady of Grace and St 
Theresa of Avila, Kings Road, Chingford 

n/a 
This site is a potential addition to the at risk register, 
with no further condition information currently 
known. 

 

In addition to the statutory listed buildings, LBWF has produced a list of local buildings which it 

considers to be of historical or cultural importance. The Council will seek to retain buildings included 

on its local list of buildings of architectural/historic interest and encourage their sympathetic 

maintenance and enhancement. Alterations or extensions to locally listed buildings will be expected 

 
93 Historic England, Heritage at Risk Register, https://historicengland.org.uk/advice/heritage-at-risk/ Accessed on 

10/01/2020 

https://historicengland.org.uk/advice/heritage-at-risk/
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to achieve a high standard of design. The latest (2012) ‘Local List’  includes 171 buildings; 30 new 

additions to the list since its last edition94. 

The 14 Conservation Areas within the borough are: 

• Ropers Field, Higham’s Park; 

• Leucha Road, Walthamstow; 

• Forest School; 

• The Green, Chingford; 

• Woodford Green; 

• Walthamstow St. James; 

• St Mary's Church (Walthamstow Village); 

• Orford Road, Walthamstow; 

• Thornhill Road, Leyton; 

• Leytonstone;  

• Browning Road, Leytonstone; 

• Leyton Town Centre, Leyton; 

• Bakers Arms, Leyton; and 

• Lloyd Park, Walthamstow. 

The main purpose of Conservation Areas is to preserve or enhance areas of special historic or 

architectural interest and their settings and place added control on new developments. In addition to 

the Conservation Areas, the Higham’s Estate in Chingford is a designated Area of Special Character. 

Although character areas do not have the same status as Conservation Areas, they nevertheless 

have a recognised special character that virtues protection where possible.  

Archaeological Priority Areas (APAs) are areas where there is significant known archaeological 

interest or potential for new discoveries. APAs are used to help protect archaeological remains that 

might be affected by development. Figure 9.1 shows the 20 APAs in Waltham Forest which have 

been designated by Historic England98. 

In 2018, Waltham Forest was named as London’s first Borough of Culture, commencing in 2019. The 

Borough of Culture programme was set up as part of an initiative run by the mayor for London, Sadiq 

Khan, to incorporate the values of the UK City and European Capital of Culture programmes. The 

awarding of the Borough of Culture is to act as a catalyst from which each borough can develop a 

local understanding and appreciation of local culture, beginning an increase in community 

participation in such activities95. Events run in Waltham Forest included ‘Welcome to the Forest’, with 

over 1,000 volunteers from within the borough signing up as ‘Legends of the Forest’ at these events96. 

Over the course of 2019, Waltham Forest engaged with 1.4million people and awarded over £550,000 

of funding to local artists, groups and organisers, to encourage culture activities.97 Volunteering 

opportunities are expected to continue, in order to run events, and allow structured methods for 

residents to meet, develop new skills and encourage an appreciation for cultural aspects of Waltham 

Forest.  

 
94 http://static.walthamforest.gov.uk/sp/Documents/locally-listed.pdf Accessed 18/08/2020 
95 https://wfculture.co.uk/about Accessed 24/02/2020 
96 https://Legendsoftheforest.co.uk  Accessed 24/02/2020 
97 https://Wfculture.co.uk/makeithappen  Accessed 24/02/2020 

http://static.walthamforest.gov.uk/sp/Documents/locally-listed.pdf
https://wfculture.co.uk/about
https://legendsoftheforest.co.uk/
https://wfculture.co.uk/makeithappen
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Figure 9.1: Archaeological Priority Areas in Waltham Forest98 

 

 
98 Historic England, Archaeological Priority Areas, Waltham Forest   
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10  Climate 
 

Emissions of carbon expressed as ‘per capita’ (per resident) allow a comparison across different areas. 

Per capita CO2 emissions for Waltham Forest are significantly below those for the UK as a whole and are 

less than those for the Greater London area. 

Table 10.1: Local and regional emissions estimates for 2017 (kt CO2)99 
 

 
Waltham Forest Greater London United Kingdom 

Industry and Commercial 149.3 10,765 102,047 

Domestic 317.9 10,970 80,782 

Road Transport 195.2 8,022 107,177 

Per capita total CO2 emissions 
(t) 

2.4 3.4 5.1 

 

The trend in carbon emissions from domestic, industrial/commercial and transport from 2005 to 2017 are 

compared in Figure 10.1. 

 

 
 

Figure 10.1: Carbon Emissions in Waltham Forest, 2005-201799 
 

  

 
99 UK local authority and regional carbon dioxide emissions national statistics: 2005-2017 
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Figure 10.1 shows a decrease in emissions from domestic and commercial/industrial sectors, but the 

transport sector has shown little change. The main driver of decreasing emissions is the shift in electricity 

generation to more renewable sources from fossil fuels100. Carbon dioxide is the main greenhouse gas 

accounting for approximately 81% of the UK emissions in 2017101 however there are other sources of 

greenhouse gases such as nitrogen oxide, hydrofluorocarbons (HFC) and volatile organic compounds 

(VOC).   

The charity Green Alliance Trust has estimated the capacity for renewable energy generation in boroughs 

and districts across England and Wales. The capacity for renewable energy generation is reported to be 

substantially lower in Waltham Forest than the average for London and for England and Wales. The 

generation capacity in 2016 is shown in Table 10.2102. 

 

Table 10.2: Estimated Renewable Energy Generation Capacity in Waltham Forest, London and 

England and Wales, 2016102 

 
Waltham 
Forest 

Greater 
London 

England and 
Wales 

Capacity (MW) 4.3 194 23,347 

Percentage of electricity consumption 0.5% 3.5% n/a 

Per capita capacity (W) 15.9 22.4 403 

 

The Mayor is aiming to ensure that 25% of London’s energy supply is from decentralised energy and the 

GLA Heat Map has been developed to identify areas of opportunity for decentralised energy 103. Figure 

10.2 shows the south section of Waltham Forest with potential areas for decentralised energy highlighted 

in grey. The term decentralised energy refers to the generation of energy away from the main grid, close 

to the point of demand104. Two areas are currently being constructed at Blackhorse Lane and Wood 

Street. 

 

  

 
100 UK local authority and regional carbon dioxide emissions national statistics: 2005-2017 
101 UK local authority and regional carbon dioxide emissions national statistics: 2005-2017 
102 https://renewablelocator.green-alliance.org.uk/ 
103 GLA Heat Map, https://maps.london.gov.uk/webmaps/heatmap/  Accessed on 13/01/2020 
104 The London Plan- Policy 5.5 Decentralised Energy Networks. https://www.london.gov.uk/what-we-
do/planning/london-plan/current-london-plan/london-plan-chapter-five-londons-response/poli-0 Accessed 24/02/2020 

https://renewablelocator.green-alliance.org.uk/
https://maps.london.gov.uk/webmaps/heatmap/
https://www.london.gov.uk/what-we-do/planning/london-plan/current-london-plan/london-plan-chapter-five-londons-response/poli-0
https://www.london.gov.uk/what-we-do/planning/london-plan/current-london-plan/london-plan-chapter-five-londons-response/poli-0
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Figure 10.2: GLA Heat Map; Opportunity Areas for Decentralised Energy105 
 
  

 
105 GLA Heat Map, https://maps.london.gov.uk/webmaps/heatmap/  Accessed on 13/01/2020 

https://maps.london.gov.uk/webmaps/heatmap/
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11  Air Quality 
 

The entire borough has been declared an Air Quality Management Area (AQMA) as a result of high levels 

of NO2 and PM10. The ongoing monitoring confirms that exceedances of the NO2 annual and hourly 

objectives are exceeded on main roads. Road traffic emissions are currently the dominant source of NO 2, 

hence this is where poor air quality standards are clustered. For PM10 emissions, monitoring has 

demonstrated that Waltham Forest is within the legal limits, however, even low levels of emissions can 

be harmful and the Council are working to reduce consumption106. 

The majority of Waltham Forest falls within the Transport for London Low Emission Zone (LEZ), which 

came into force on 4th February 2008. The LEZ applies to vehicles with potentially high emissions of 

pollutants of concern such as NO2 and PM10, largely heavy vehicles with diesel engines. The vehicles 

affected at the outset were lorries, buses and coaches but it was extended in October 2010 to include 

heavier vans and minibuses. The scheme does not currently apply to cars, motorcycles and small vans 

(under 1.205 tonnes unladen weight)107.   

Similarly, the Transport for London Ultra Low Emission Zone (ULEZ) lies to the south of Waltham Forest. 

Introduced on 8th April 2019, this zone restricts vehicles which do not meet emissions standards for NO 2 

and PM10, through a daily charge, with penalty charges for those who do not comply108. Although located 

outside of the borough, this could affect journey planning of those travelling to and from Waltham Forest, 

who may cross into this zone. In October 2021, the ULEZ will be expanded, bringing the south of the 

borough within the zone up to the North Circular Road, which runs through Waltham Forest108. 

The Council has adopted a number of measures to improve air quality including encouraging cycling and 

walking instead of using private cars, and by promoting a culture of cycling, such as that in the 

Netherlands. They have also adopted anti-idling legislation and are raising awareness of the impacts of 

leaving engines idling. The Council has been running community and business engagement projects to 

reduce pollutant contribution and exposure. 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
106 London Borough of Waltham Forest Air Quality Action Plan, 2018-2023.  
107 Transport for London https://tfl.gov.uk/ Accessed 13/01/2020 
108 Transport for London Ultra Low Emission Zone https://tfl.gov.uk/modes/driving/ultra-low-emission-zone Accessed 
11/03/2020 

https://tfl.gov.uk/
https://tfl.gov.uk/modes/driving/ultra-low-emission-zone
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12 Soil and Geology 

 
 

Between 2004 and 2019, the proportion of new residential development on Previously Developed Land 

within Waltham Forest was 100%109. Waltham Forest has experienced a small number of minor land 

pollution incidents as shown in Table 12.1.  

Table 12.1: Incidents of land pollution in 2019 (number of incidents)110 

 Waltham 
Forest 

Herts and 
North London 

South East 
Region 

England 

Category 1 (Major) 0 1 1 3 

Category 2 (Significant) 0 6 18 94 

Category 3 (Minor) 0 3 8 38 

Category 4 (No Impact) 1 7 38 225 

Total 1 17 65 360 

 

The borough has three Locally Important Geological Site Sites (LIGS) which are non-statutory sites 

designated for their geological and geomorphological importance. Two of the sites, Pole Hill and 

Chingford Hatch, are located in the mid-west of the borough (see Figure 12.1). Hollow Ponds is located 

to the south east of Waltham Forest111. 

• Pole Hill: The site sits 91 metres above sea level and offers panoramic views across London from 

its summit. The hill consists of London Clay, capped by Claygate Beds. The Claygate Beds have 

subsequently been exposed at the top of the hill through erosion. A brick works was established in 

the mid-19th century and the pit exposed Claygate Beds consisting of alternating layers of sand 

and loam, which are indicative of a previous shallow, subtropical sea environment. Over 25 species 

of marine molluscs have been found here. Nodules within the clay also contain radiating crystals of 

barite and small crystals of selenite111. 

• Chingford Hatch: The site is a hillock located within Larks Wood, and consists of London Clay, 

capped by Woodford Gravel. The clay has been eroded and it is often difficult to spot without 

temporary excavations. However, the Woodford Gravel has offered some protection. The gravel is 

confined to a corridor either side of the River Roding and has been understood to be the remains 

of river terrace deposits, from a tributary of the ancestral Thames111.  

• Hollow Pond, Leyton Flats: The site is 63.53 hectares and currently consists of recreational ponds 

and public open space. The site was formerly gravel pits for Boyn Hill Gravel, which are still visible 

around the perimeter of the boating pond. The water within the ponds is fed by natural springs. 

Gravel appears to be in situ, with at least 2 small ridges within 1.5m exposure. The ridges contain 

a mix of ferricrete, pale and reddish clay, flint and quartz111.   

 
109 London Borough of Waltham Forest: Authority Monitoring Report- Housing 2017/18 
110 Environment Agency ‘Environmental Pollution incidents 2019. https://data.gov.uk/dataset/c8625e18-c329-4032-
b4c7-444b33af6780/environmental-pollution-incidents-category-1-and-2 Accessed 13/01/2020. 
 
111 Guide to London's Geodiversity Sites, London Geodiversity Partnership, 2017 

https://www.google.com/maps/d/viewer?mid=116TfiykkXv8C31ZA2SiK-
R_wP60&hl=en_US&ll=51.62502806356296%2C0.002624996484428266&z=14 Accessed on: 13/01/2020. 

https://data.gov.uk/dataset/c8625e18-c329-4032-b4c7-444b33af6780/environmental-pollution-incidents-category-1-and-2
https://data.gov.uk/dataset/c8625e18-c329-4032-b4c7-444b33af6780/environmental-pollution-incidents-category-1-and-2
https://www.google.com/maps/d/viewer?mid=116TfiykkXv8C31ZA2SiK-R_wP60&hl=en_US&ll=51.62502806356296%2C0.002624996484428266&z=14
https://www.google.com/maps/d/viewer?mid=116TfiykkXv8C31ZA2SiK-R_wP60&hl=en_US&ll=51.62502806356296%2C0.002624996484428266&z=14
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Figure 12.1: LIG Sites in Waltham Forest112 

 

 
  

 
112 Guide to London's Geodiversity Sites, London Geodiversity Partnership, 2017 

https://www.google.com/maps/d/viewer?mid=116TfiykkXv8C31ZA2SiK-
R_wP60&hl=en_US&ll=51.62502806356296%2C0.002624996484428266&z=14 Accessed on: 13/01/2020. 

https://www.google.com/maps/d/viewer?mid=116TfiykkXv8C31ZA2SiK-R_wP60&hl=en_US&ll=51.62502806356296%2C0.002624996484428266&z=14
https://www.google.com/maps/d/viewer?mid=116TfiykkXv8C31ZA2SiK-R_wP60&hl=en_US&ll=51.62502806356296%2C0.002624996484428266&z=14
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13  Water 
 

The River Ching and the River Lee are the two principal rivers that flow through Waltham Forest. The 

borough also contains the Chingford and Walthamstow Reservoirs which together make up one of the 

largest expanses of open water in London.  

The main source of flood risk in Waltham Forest is fluvial flooding associated with the Lower Lee and its 

associated diversion channels and tributaries. According to the London assembly in 2014, 2,510 

properties were considered to be at high risk (1 in 30 per year) of flooding 113. This was the highest of all 

the London boroughs.  

The River Lee last experienced severe flooding in 1947 and since then it has been heavily altered and 

defended, with a flood relief channel being completed in 1976, in order to prevent a repeat of the 1947 

flooding. The wide concrete channel re-joins the River Lee at the Hackney Marshes. Historic cases of 

flooding, identified in a Level 1 SFRA in 2018, can be seen in Figure 16.1. This shows that there is no 

clear pattern of flooding, hence flooding is a ubiquitous issue across the borough114. Much of the western 

side of the borough lies in Flood Zone 2, with some areas being classified as Flood Zone 3. Many of the 

areas alongside the River Ching are in Flood Zone 2 (see Figure 13.2). Although the River Lee is no 

longer tidal, the lower reaches have a tidal influence from the River Thames because the River Lee is 

'tide locked' at high tide by Three Mills Lock. This can lead to an increase in water levels in the River Lee 

and Dagenham Brook115. 

Although flooding has not occurred recently, the Dagenham Brook also poses a risk to both residential 

and commercial properties in the densely populated area of Coppermill Lane and the Argall Avenue 

Industrial Estate. The last recorded flood was in 1977, with two near miss events in 1993 and 2000 116. 

The near misses were a direct result of the adjacent River Lee Flood Relief Channel running at full 

capacity. This still remains the principal threat to flooding in the Dagenham Brook. No scheme to reduce 

the risk of future flooding is planned or implemented for 2020.  

 
113 London Assembly, ‘20 London Boroughs have homes at ‘high risk’ of flooding’ https://www.london.gov.uk/press-
releases/assembly/flood-risk-homes Accessed on16/05/2017 
114 London Borough of Waltham Forest Council, Level 1 Strategic Flood Risk Assessment, 2018 
115 Waltham Forest Local Flood Risk Management Strategy, 2014 
116 Environment Agency, Dagenham Brook Flood Alleviation Scheme, 2015 

https://www.london.gov.uk/press-releases/assembly/flood-risk-homes
https://www.london.gov.uk/press-releases/assembly/flood-risk-homes
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Figure 13.1: Historic Flooding events within Waltham Forest117 
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Figure 13.2: Flood Zones in Waltham Forest118 

  

 
117London Borough of Waltham Forest Council – Level 1 Strategic Flood Risk Assessment, 2018 
118 Environment Agency, July 2012 
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In addition to fluvial flooding, some critical drainage areas have been identified within the borough as at 

risk from surface water flooding. There are three ongoing flood studies in progress to analyse the scale 

of the problem and to identify risks119: 

• Filebrook Surface Water investigation; 

• South Chingford Surface Water Investigation; and  

• Chestnut Showground. 

Much of the south and western fringe of Waltham Forest is underlain by several minor aquifers which are 

considered by the Environment Agency to be of high vulnerability. These areas are defined as being 

sensitive locations for groundwater because they are located within source protection zones 1, 2 or 3 

and/or are located over principle or secondary aquifers120. High vulnerability indicates that there is a high 

likelihood that pollutants discharged at ground level (i.e. above the soil zone) could reach groundwater 

aquifers. The Environment Agency may not grant permits or licences for certain activities located within 

a sensitive location121. The further north the less abundant the aquifers become. The aquifers form part 

of the North London Artificial Recharge Scheme (NLARS), which pumps clean, treated water back into 

the aquifer. The scheme is designed to be able to deliver additional water during extended periods of 

droughts, with a daily output starting off at around 200 million litres (enough for over 1.2 million people), 

decreasing to around 140 million litres as the water stored is used up 122. 

Thames Water manages the water supply in Waltham Forest. In their ‘Long Term Strategy 2015-2040’, 

Thames Water states that it will face considerable challenges particularly with regard to ongoing 

population growth. It is projected that the increase in demand will be between 230 and 340 million  litres 

per day, with about 80% of this rise expected in London123. Climate change also poses another significant 

challenge; by 2040 it is expected that the average summer rainfall will fall by 13% 124. 

Water Pollution is a prominent issue in the borough; water quality analysis of the area125 concludes that 

the River Lee and the majority of the six tributaries have severe problems with water quality. The 

Dagenham Brook recorded extremely high levels of phosphates, which is a sign that chemicals and 

sewage are entering the river. Air pollution is also having detrimental effects on the health of water bodies, 

particularly the deposition of nitrogen. There are two designated water bodies in Waltham Forest, the 

health of which have been summarised in Table 13.1. LBWF are planting new reed beds to help preserve 

water quality and improve wildlife habitats in these water bodies 126.  

 

 
119 London Borough of Waltham, Forest Local Flood Risk Management Strategy (Adoption Version, 2015). 
120 Environment Agency response to Scoping Report consultation dated 18th August 2017. 
121 Environment Agency Guidance, Protect groundwater and prevent groundwater pollution, published 14 March 2017 
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/protect-groundwater-and-prevent-groundwater-pollution/protect-
groundwater-and-prevent-groundwater-pollution  
122 Thames Water, North London Artificial Recharge Scheme, https://www.thameswater.co.uk/Help-and-Advice/Water-

Quality/Where-our-water-comes-from/North-London-Artificial-Recharge-Scheme Accessed on 14/01/2020 
123 Thames Water, Our Long-Term Strategy, 2015-2040 
124 Thames Water, Our Long-Term Strategy, 2015-2040 
125 Thames21: A water quality analysis of the River Lee and major tributaries within the perimeter of the M25, from 

Waltham Abbey to Bow Locks, 2011 
126 London Biodiversity Partnership, Habitat Action Plan, Reedbeds, 2007 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/protect-groundwater-and-prevent-groundwater-pollution/protect-groundwater-and-prevent-groundwater-pollution
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/protect-groundwater-and-prevent-groundwater-pollution/protect-groundwater-and-prevent-groundwater-pollution
https://www.thameswater.co.uk/Help-and-Advice/Water-Quality/Where-our-water-comes-from/North-London-Artificial-Recharge-Scheme
https://www.thameswater.co.uk/Help-and-Advice/Water-Quality/Where-our-water-comes-from/North-London-Artificial-Recharge-Scheme
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Table 13.1: Health of Water Bodies in Waltham Forest127 

 

Water Body 
Ecological 

Status 
Chemical Biological 

River Lee (Tottenham 

Locks to Bow 

Locks/Three Mills 

Locks) 

Poor 

Physico-Chemical Status: Good 

Dissolved Oxygen: Poor 

pH: High 

Phosphate: Bad 

Ammonia: Moderate 

Biological Status: Poor 

Diatoms: -  

Macro-Invertebrates: 

Fish: Poor 

Ching Brook Moderate 

Physico-Chemical Status: Good 

Dissolved Oxygen: Moderate 

pH: High 

Phosphate: Bad  

Ammonia: Good 

Biological Status: Moderate 

Diatoms: Poor 

Macro-Invertebrates: Poor 

Fish:  N/A 

 

  

 
127 Environment Agency, Waltham Forest, Catchment Data Explorer, 2016  
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14 Biodiversity 
 

Biodiversity includes not only the variety of individual species but also the genetic diversity within species 

and the range of ecosystems that support them. The UK Biodiversity Action Plan, published in 1994, sets 

out a programme for the conservation of the UK’s biodiversity and led to the production of 436 action 

plans to achieve the recovery of many of the UK’s most threatened species and habitats.  

Waltham Forest is a fairly green borough with 31%128 of the land consisting of open greenspace. The 

borough is bordered by Epping Forest in the north and east, and the Lee Valley runs which runs down 

the western side. Waltham Forest has two sites of international importance for nature conservation:  

• Lee Valley SPA and Ramsar: This is a wetland of international importance. The Lee Valley supports 

internationally important numbers of wintering Gadwall and Shoveler and several other bird species 

of national importance129. The site also contains a range of wetland and valley bottom habitats, both 

semi- natural and manmade, which support a diverse array of wetland fauna and flora; and  
 

• Epping Forest SAC: Epping Forest has been designated for its broad leaved deciduous woodland 

habitat, in particular its Atlantic acidophilous beech forests which support species such as the moss 

Zygodon forsteri and the stag beetle (Lucanus cervus). Epping Forest is also a very important site 

for fauna associated with decaying timber and supports many Red Data Book and Nationally Scarce 

invertebrate species 130. 
 

 

 

  

  

 
128 Biodiversity in Waltham Forest, Report of Neighbourhoods Scrutiny Committee, December 2015 
129 Ramsar Sites Information Service, Lee Valley, https://rsis.ramsar.org/ris/1037 Accessed 14/01/2020 
130 Joint Nature Conservation Committee, Epping Forest 

http://jncc.defra.gov.uk/protectedsites/sacselection/sac.asp?EUCode=UK0012720  Accessed 14/01/2020 
 

https://rsis.ramsar.org/ris/1037
http://jncc.defra.gov.uk/protectedsites/sacselection/sac.asp?EUCode=UK0012720
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Figure 14.1: SSSI, SAC and Ramsar site locations within Waltham Forest 
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There are four SSSI listed in Table 14.1 which have all been designated for biological interests131. Table 

14.1 records the condition of these SSSI and highlights key issues affecting them. Some individual units 

within the SSSIs have performed well but overall none are deemed to be in a favourable condition; both 

Epping Forest and Walthamstow Marshes contain units which are in unfavourable and declining condition. 

The recurrent issue in all of the sites is air quality and the related deposition of acidity and nitrogen, which 

is having a significant effect on the health of trees (particularly in Epping Forest) and water bodies.  Nature 

conservation sites are also under increasing pressure from recreational activities, with particular regard 

to litter.  

In 2010 Waltham Forest Council introduced a Biodiversity Action Plan132, in which they have outlined key 

objectives between 2010 and 2020. These include: 

• To protect and enhance the wildlife and habitats in Waltham Forest, in particular those of 

international, national and regional importance;  

• To ensure that developers, major landowners and organisations, including the Council, schools 

and colleges, the private sector and statutory undertakers, are aware of the importance of 

conserving biodiversity and are positively involved in the implementation of the BAP; 

• To ensure the proper consideration of biodiversity conservation in the management of all open 

space and amenity land in Waltham Forest; 

• To seek opportunities for increasing the area and number of priority and locally important habitats; 

and 

• To develop the long-term interest and involvement of people living and working in the borough, 

including access to nature. 

The borough has made significant progress towards these targets. Of the original 42 targets, 14 have 

been completed, 22 are partially complete and 7 are to be started. All are on target to be met by 2020 133.  

In response to the action plan extensive work was carried out to transform Walthamstow Reservoirs into 

a distinctive urban wetland nature reserve and centre for learning. The £10.6 million project involved 

partnership with Thames Water and key stakeholders including Natural England, Environment Agency 

and the Greater London Authority134. Additional funding was secured from the Heritage Lottery Fund. The 

reservoirs support a wide variety of species, including bird populations such as Bittern, Shoveler, and 

Gadwell, alongside invertebrates such as damselflies and dragonflies.135 The reserve opened to the public 

in October 2017, providing free access to these sites which contain SSSI, SPA and Ramsar site 

designations.136 

The borough also includes part of the Lee Valley Regional Park which has its own Biodiversity Action 

Plan 2019-2029137 and is considered as one entity rather than split along administrative boundaries as it 

also covers other parts of London, Hertfordshire and Essex. The overarching vision for the Lee Valley 

Regional Park Biodiversity Action Plan is to work with partners and communities to conserve, create, 

restore and enhance the biodiversity of the park, providing access to and appreciation of this area.  

 
131 Natural England Designated Sites View, https://designatedsites.naturalengland.org.uk/SiteSearch.aspx 
132 Waltham Forest Biodiversity Action Plan, 2010-2020 
133 Biodiversity in Waltham Forest, Report of Neighbourhoods Scrutiny Committee, 2015 
134 Walthamstow Wetlands https://walthamstowwetlands.com/about-us Accessed 14/01/2020 
135 Biodiversity in Waltham Forest, Report of Neighbourhoods Scrutiny Committee, 2015 
136 Walthamstow Wetlands https://walthamstowwetlands.com/about-us Accessed 14/01/2020 
137 Lee Valley Regional Park Biodiversity Action Plan 2019-2029 

https://designatedsites.naturalengland.org.uk/SiteSearch.aspx
https://walthamstowwetlands.com/about-us
https://walthamstowwetlands.com/about-us
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Table 14.1: SSSI Condition 

SSSI Name Classification Condition Issues 

Walthamstow 
Marshes 

Broadleaved mixed 
woodland, fen, marsh 
and lowland swamp 

Two of the three units within Waltham 
Forest are considered to be in an 
unfavourable and declining conditions. The 
remaining unit is considered to be 
favourable. The threat to the condition of 
the site is considered low.  

• Large patches of dense bramble and abundant thistles; 

• Dense cover of litter; 

• Lack of positive indicator species;  

• Abundance of undesirable non-woody species. 

Chingford 
Reservoir 

Standing open water 
and canals 

This area comprises of three SSSI units, all 
of which are considered to be in an 
unfavourable condition, but recovering.  

• Shoveler numbers remain low at all three units.  

Walthamstow 
Reservoirs 

Standing open water 
and canals 

All 10 units within Walthamstow Reservoirs 
are in and unfavourable condition, but they 
are recovering.  

• Breeding heron numbers continue to fail to meet the minimum 
threshold.  

Epping Forest Broadleaved mixed 
and Yew woodland 

There are 12 SSSI units within Epping 
Forest of which two are considered to be in 
a favourable condition. 10 are in an 
unfavourable condition with four considered 
to be recovering, five showing no change 
and one showing signs of decline.  

• Significant issue relating to air quality and the related deposition 
of acidity and of nitrogen;   

• Many veteran trees within the unit display clear symptoms of 
stress (e.g. thin canopy and die-back of leading shoots); 

• Grassland areas show excessive growth of grass compared to 
broad-leaved species; 

• Bryophytes are sparse and only a few species are present; 

• Excessive bramble growth; 

• Some of the water bodies are in a sub-optimal condition, which 
may affect the unit's long-term ability to provide supporting 
habitat;  

• Recreational pressures. 
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15  Landscape  
 

Waltham Forest covers an area of 3,882 ha with 1,205 ha or 31% of this area consisting of open space.  

Lee Valley Regional Park and Epping Forest partially lie within the borough which significantly contribute 

to the open space areas. A large proportion of the open space within Waltham Forest is either 

Metropolitan Green Belt (842ha) or Metropolitan Open Land (211 ha)  138. 

An audit of the open spaces was conducted which included open spaces over 0.4ha. A total of 223 sites 

were identified as part of the audit, including the areas of both the Lee Valley Regional Park and Epping 

Forest being counted as single sites, see Table 15.1. Waltham Forest owns or manages 25% of the 

hectares of open space. 

 

Table 15.1 Types of open spaces in Waltham Forest139 

Typology 
Number 
of Sites 

Hectares 

Parks and Gardens 32 67.7 

Natural and semi-natural Green Spaces 40 795.1 

Green Corridors 5 2.4 

Outdoor Sports Facilities 53 234.7 

Amenity Green Spaces 19 6.0 

Provision for Children & Young people 22 2.8 

Allotments, Community Gardens & Urban Farms 38 50.8 

Cemeteries, disused Churchyards & other Burial Grounds  10 35.9 

Civic and Market Squares and other hard surfaced areas 
designed for pedestrians  

1 0.4 

Brownfield Sites 3 14.7 

Total 223 1,211.1 

 

Figure 15.1 shows the key land uses in the borough and demonstrates the high accessibility to a variety 

of major green spaces, including the wider countryside, forest and the Lee Valley. The western side of 

the borough encompasses a large part of the Lee Valley Regional Park, whilst the eastern borough 

boundary is dominated by Epping Forest. The borough slopes gradually from the forested hills in the east 

to the low-lying lands of the valley bottom, and ranges between 50m to 0m above sea level 140. 

The figure also highlights key vantage points in the borough where views of the City of London and 

Canary Wharf are glimpsed at a number of locations including Pole Hill and Leyton Station bridge. In 

addition, views across the Lee Valley to Alexandra Palace and Muswell Hill occur frequently through the 

central and western parts of the borough. Friday Hill provides longer views through the majority of the 

residential neighbourhoods. 

 
138 London Borough of Waltham Forest Open Space Strategy 
139 London Borough of Waltham Forest Open Space Strategy 
140 London Borough of Waltham Forest Characterisation Study, 2009 
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Figure 15.1: Land Use and Vistas141 

The borough contains one park which achieved the Green Flag status in 2016/17: Lloyd Park. In 2014, 

three parks obtained the award, however, only one park was entered in subsequent years. The borough 

has seven premier parks142: 

• Lloyd and Aveling Park; 

• Leyton Jubilee Park; 

• Ridgeway Park; 

• Langthorne Park; 

• Memorial Park; 

 
141 London Borough of Waltham Forest Characterisation Study, 2009 
142 https://walthamforest.gov.uk/content/general-information-parks-and-open-spaces Accessed 24/02/2020.  

https://walthamforest.gov.uk/content/general-information-parks-and-open-spaces
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• Abbots Park; and 

• Coronation Gardens. 

 

In addition, there are numerous sports pitches including: bowling and putting greens, cricket pitches, 

football pitches, rugby pitches, hockey pitches and tennis courts143. The borough boasts a number of 

allotments, typically in the south, where housing is denser and gardens far smaller144. The area was 

historically used for commercial market gardens and there is a long tradition of food growing in the area. 

The allotments are popular amongst residents with a long waiting list for plots.  

 

  

 
143 https://walthamforest.gov.uk/content/general-information-parks-and-open-spaces Accessed 24/02/2020. 
144 https://walthamforest.gov.uk/content/allotments Accessed 24/02/2020. 

https://walthamforest.gov.uk/content/general-information-parks-and-open-spaces
https://walthamforest.gov.uk/content/allotments
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16  Waste 
 

Waste production per household in Waltham Forest is higher than the national and London averages. 

There is a downward trend in volume of waste generated but Waltham Forest is now the 4th worst 

performing borough when it comes to recycling and waste. Waste collected per household is above the 

national average by over 100kg. However, Waltham Forest has seen an overall decrease in kg of waste 

generated between 2017/18 and 2018/19, reflecting the London and National trends (see Table 16.1).  

 

Table 16.1: kg of waste collected per person145 

 

Waltham 
Forest 

London England 

2013-14 668.68 575.90 536.19 

2014-15 640.10 589.00 536.88 

2015-16 650.10 600.30 540.03 

2016-17 640.70 579.20 535.83 

2017-18 647.40 559.50 525.54 

2018-19 637.40 549.80 521.22 

 

Table 16.2 below shows that 7% less waste is now going to landfill compared to 2012. This implies there 

could have been a 7% rise in recycling, with over 6,000 tonnes more being recycled in 2014/15 compared 

to 2012.  

Table 16.2: Waltham Forest Municipal Waste Tonnage146 

 
Waltham Forest 
Municipal Waste 

Tonnages  

2012/2013 2013/2014 2014/2015 

 
Tonnes % Tonnes % Tonnes % 

N
o

n
- 

R
e
c

y
c

le
d

 

W
a

s
te

 

Household refuse 57,212.4 59% 58,890.7 59% 53,708.0 55% 

HWRC Mixed/ civic Waste 2,891.7 3% 2,816.35 3% 2,154.0 2% 

Street Sweepings 6,989.7 7% 5,357.9 5% 4,477.0 5% 

Clinical Waste 13.2 0.01% 14.51 0.01% 16.0 0.02% 

Sub Total  67107.0 69% 67,079.5 67% 60,355.0 62% 

R
e
c

y
c

le
d

 W
a
s

te
 

Kerbside Collection  15,993.7 16% 18,815.4 19% 19,529.7 20% 

Green Garden Waste 
Collection 

7,864.4 8% 8,858.0 9% 10,202.1 11% 

Civic amenity sites 4,075.6 4% 4,640.1 5% 5,676.8 6% 

Other 1,922.3 2% 949.8 1% 757.7 1% 

Sub Total  29,856.1 31% 33,263.4 33% 36,469.5 38% 

 

Total  
(excluding trade waste) 

96,963.1 N/A 1,000,342.9 N/A 96,824.5 N/A 

 
145 Local government association, Residual household waste per household in Waltham Forest (generated report) 
146 Waltham Forest Annual Monitoring Report, 2015  
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Waltham Forest recycled around 27% of household waste in 2017. This falls short of both the national 

average of 43.70% and the London average of 33.0%147. The introduction of the compulsory recycling 

scheme in 2007 for all households (excluding purpose-built flats) has gone some way to help reduce the 

amount of household waste going to landfill148.  

The borough has introduced a points-based recycling rewards programme for residents living in purpose-

built flats as an incentive to get more people recycling. The points can be traded in for high street retail 

vouchers, cinema tickets or a charity donation. The borough Council are also actively encouraging 

parents and guardians to make the switch to cloth nappies, through the Real Nappies for London 

campaign. The Council are offering £54.15 to go towards the initial up-front cost, which, over time, can 

help save £600 per child. Single use nappies produce around 7kg of waste per child per week and is 

thought to cost London £20 million per year.149 

Waltham Forest has joined forces with six other local authorities (Barnet, Camden, Enfield, Hackney, 

Haringey and Islington) to form the North London Waste Plan. This plan aims to set out the planning 

framework for waste management in the North London Boroughs for the next 15 years. North London 

does not have a landfill site, and therefore a strategic objective has been adopted to minimise the amount 

being sent to landfill outside the area by maximising recycling and ensuring that energy-from-waste sites 

are equipped to deal with an increase in demand. A new energy-from-waste plant to serve North London 

is being developed in the London Borough of Enfield, just beyond the Waltham Forest boundary.  

 

 

 
147 WRAP.org London key waste and recycling data http://laportal.wrap.org.uk/LWARBKeyData.aspx Accessed 
14/01/2020 
148 WRAP.org London key waste and recycling data http://laportal.wrap.org.uk/LWARBKeyData.aspx Accessed 
14/01/2020 
149 Real Nappies for London http://www.realnappiesforlondon.org.uk/; Accessed 14/01/2020 

http://laportal.wrap.org.uk/LWARBKeyData.aspx
http://laportal.wrap.org.uk/LWARBKeyData.aspx
http://www.realnappiesforlondon.org.uk/

