
Planning Guidance

Tree Protections - TPOs and 
TCAs

1	 Tree protections
1.1	 In England, trees with Tree 

Preservation Orders (TPOs) and 
trees located in conservation areas 
have special protections.

1.2	 Any works to a protected tree 
requires a tree works application or 
notice to be submitted. Please refer 
to this government guidance for 
further information. 

2	 Is it a tree?
2.1	 The legislation relating to these 

applications and notices relates to 
trees only. 

2.2	 If you’re unsure whether the plant 
in question is a tree, contact us 
by emailing treepreservation@
walthamforest.gov.uk.

3	 Dangerous trees
3.1	 Where a protected tree is 

considered to be dead or 
dangerous, you must give us at 
least five days’ notice before doing 
any works necessary. The notice 
and photographic evidence should 
emailed to treepreservation@
walthamforest.gov.uk.

3.2	 Refer to this government guidance 
for further information about works 
to dangerous trees.
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Diagram showing main parts of a tree, including 
crown, trunk/stem, and roots

4	 What is a Tree 
Preservation Order 
(TPO)?

4.1	 Local Planning Authorities (LPAs) 
have the power to make a Tree 
Preservation Order (TPO), based 
on Section 198 of the Town and 
Country Planning Act 1990.

4.2	 A Tree Preservation Order (TPO) 
bans the cutting down, lopping, 
topping, uprooting, wilful damage, 
or destruction of tree(s) without our 
consent.

4.3	 This allows the protection of 
trees and woodlands for amenity 
purposes. 

4.4	 If you’re unsure whether the tree 
in question is covered by a TPO, 
contact us using the email address 
on page 1.

5	 What is a Tree 
Conservation Area 
(TCA) notice?

5.1	 It is a legal requirement to inform 
your local council of any proposed 
pruning or felling of trees within 
a conservation area with a trunk 
diameter of 75mm or more. 

5.2	 A Tree Conservation Area (TCA) 
notice is a formal notification 
submitted to a council of proposed 
tree works in a conservation area. It 
is a Section 211 Notice. 

5.3	 A notice period of 6 weeks gives 
the council time to assess the 
tree’s value and determine if a Tree 
Preservation Order (TPO) is needed 
to protect it.

5.4	 If you’re unsure whether the tree in 
question is within a conservation 
area, contact us using the email 
address on page 1.

6	 Which parts of the tree 
are affected?

6.1	 When a tree is protected, the 
protection applies to all parts of the 
tree: its crown, its stem and its roots. 

6.2	 A Root Protection Area (RPA) is the 
minimum area of ground around 
a tree that must be protected to 
ensure that the roots and soil 
structure can support its health and 
survival. 

6.3	 The RPA can extend out to 12 times 
the stem/trunk diameter. A TPO 
applies the same protection to the 
RPA as the other parts of the tree, 
meaning activities like excavation, 
changes in soil level, and the 
construction of building foundations 
(including those otherwise allowed 
under permitted development) within 
this area is prohibited.



T for individual trees e.g. T1 oak

G for groups of trees e.g. G1 oak x3, beech x1 
and lime x2
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G1

Example of an acceptable location plan

Crown Entire branch system of a tree.

Crown 
Thinning

Reducing the density of a tree’s 
crown without changing overall 
shape or size of tree.

Crown 
Lifting

Removing lower branches to 
increase the space between the 
ground and the crown.

Crown 
Reduction

Where the tree is reduced by 
shortening branches, changing the 
overall size and shape of the tree.

9	 Works definitions

7	 Applying for protected 
tree works

7.1	 Permitted development rights allow 
for some minor or emergency tree 
works to be carried out without 
formal planning permission, but they 
do not override Tree Preservation 
Orders (TPOs) or conservation area 
restrictions. If a tree is protected, a 
tree works application or notice will 
still be required.

Application forms
7.2	 Since 2012 it has been a legal 

requirement that TPO applications 
are submitted using the App 1 Form 
on the Planning Portal.

7.3	 Whilst it is not a legal requirement, 
the App 1 Form is also commonly 
used to make a TCA notification. 

7.4	 Please be explicit on the form about 
whether you are applying for a TPO 
or TCA.

Making an application
7.5	 Even if you don’t own the land 

you can still make an application. 
However, you must provide the 
owner details.

7.6	 Where an agent has made the 
application, correspondence will 
only be sent to the agent. 

7.7	 There is space to add one address 
in the form. Where trees are on 
more than one property, please add 
other locations in the ‘description’ 
box.

7.8	 You must declare whether the 
applicant or agent is a member 
of the council’s staff, an elected 
member of the Council or related 
to a member of staff or elected 
member of the Council.

7.9	 For TPO trees in a conservation 
area a TCA notification is not 
required, and only a TPO application 
is sufficient in these instances. 

8	 Location plans
8.1	 Both TPO applications and TCA 

notices must include an accurate 
location plan. This could be 
produced using CAD, a printed map, 
hand-drawn sketch or screenshot. 
It must identify roads, buildings and 
land adjoining to show the exact 
location of the tree.

8.2	 Location plans should label trees 
using the standard coding system 
shown below:

https://www.planningportal.co.uk/planning/planning-applications/consent-types/consent-under-tree-preservation-orders
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“Back Garden: T1 Holm oak (ht.18m)
Reduce crown height by 2m to 16m,
Reduce radius by 2m from 10m to 8m on all 
compass points.
Reason: to retain within garden setting.”

Example of acceptable description of works

Examples of acceptable works illustrations

10	 Describing tree works

Location
10.1	 The location and the details of the 

tree should be listed using simple 
terms such as: back garden, front 
garden, communal area, forecourt, 
etc.

Identifying the tree
10.2	 Each tree should be given a unique 

number (e.g.: T1, T2) and its 
species should be identified. If the 
tree species is unknown it can be 
marked as ‘unknown species’.

Tree works
10.3	 For tree thinning, the amount of 

thinning should be specified as 
percentage (%) of leaf area (usually 
no more than 30%).

10.4	 For crown lifting, you should specify 
the height above ground level, in 
metres, that you wish to “lift” the 
crown.

10.5	 For crown reduction, the amount of 
reduction should be stated in terms 
of intended and spread of tree after 
pruning in metres, as opposed to a 
percentage reduction.

10.6	 Please note, approval is not required 
to remove dead branches from a live 
tree.

Reason
10.7	 For TPO applications there is a legal 

requirement to give a reason for the 
works.

10.8	 For six-weeks’ notice of tree works 
within a Conservation Area (TCA)
no reason is required but it can be 
useful to us know the reason to 
assess the works. 

10.9	 Possible reasons may include:
•	 Tree is diseased and leaning.

•	 To provide clearance from a 
building.

•	 To alleviate light issues.

Illustrations
10.10	 Marked-up photographs may be 

provided where this would illustrate 
the desired result. Examples of this 
are shown below.
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11	 Evidence
11.1	 Your TPO application needs to be 

accompanied with evidence if it 
is being submitted for one of the 
following three reasons:
1	 Condition of the tree - e.g., it is 	
	 diseased, or you are concerned 	
	 that it might break or fall.

2a	 Subsidence

2b	 Other structural damage (e.g. 	
	 drains, walls and hard surfaces)

11.2	 Condition of the tree evidence (1) 
should be provided in writing by a 
suitably qualified arboriculturist. This 
is a person who has recognised 
qualifications, experience and 
expertise in the field of tree 
management, or other appropriate 
expert.

11.3	 Subsidence (2a) and Other 
structural damage (2b) evidence 
should be provided in writing with 
technical evidence by a qualified 
engineer or surveyor.

11.4	 Failure to provide all mandatory 
information could lead to the 
application being refused.

12	 What happens next?

TPO applications
12.1	 On receipt of a TPO application, 

we will check to ensure that all the 
legally required information has 
been submitted. If submissions 
are incomplete, we may return the 
application or refuse consent.

12.2	 When determining an application we 
either:
•	 Grant consent.

•	 Refuse consent.

12.3	 The Council can attach conditions to 
the decision notice to grant consent 
to tree works. 

12.4	 Please note, TPO consent does not 
give the applicant the right to carry 
out the tree works on someone 
else’s property. The permission of 
the tree owner will still be required. 

TCA notices
12.5	 On receipt of a six-weeks’ tree in 

Conservation Area (TCA) notice, we 
will check the notice to ensure that 
all the legally required information 
has been submitted. 

12.6	 If submissions are incomplete, we 
may return the application or request 
additional information. 

12.7	 Where requested information is not 
forthcoming, we may withdraw the 
notice for being vague or ambiguous 
(as allowed under Paragraph: 127 of 
‘Planning Practice Guidance, Tree 
Preservation Orders and trees in 
conservation areas’).

12.8	 If the Council validates the notice we 
will either:
•	 Raise no objection,

•	 Raise an objection by serving a 
Tree Preservation Order.

12.9	 The decision notice is valid for two 
years, or until the tree works on 
the notice have been completed, 
whichever comes first.

13	 Further guidance
•	 GOV.UK - Tree Preservation Orders and 

trees in conservation areas

https://www.gov.uk/guidance/tree-preservation-orders-and-trees-in-conservation-areas
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/tree-preservation-orders-and-trees-in-conservation-areas

