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The Vision Statement

Walthamstow is a vibrant suburban centre that boasts a diverse community and historic housing
stock proving increasingly popular with commuters wishing to take advantage of excellent public

transport accessibility.

Yet the town centre faces a number of key challenges: the nearby 2012 Olympic Games, concerns
about community cohesion, retail competition from ever expanding sub-regional shopping areas and
rising property prices threatening the balance of the community.

However, by building on their existing assets,
Walthamstow, along with a number of sub-
regional suburban centres may hold the key
to finding a sustainable future for London and
the Southeast of England. The opportunity
emerges to create an enduring framework to
shape Walthamstow, that restores the ability to
adapt flexibly to change while respecting the
essential characteristics of this vibrant town
centre. Such a framework can form the terms
of a new partnership for managing change in
Walthamstow over time: between the residents
and their government, its' cultural and social
institutions and its landowners and commercial
enterprises.

This work can contribute to the Council's
discussions with the Mayor of London and
national Government regarding the future of
Walthamstow.

At its core, the masterplan which emerged
from intensive research and engagement with
stakeholders, seeks to restore the balance
between culture, government, movement, nature
and commerce. It consists of interventions in the
movement network and on key sites in the town
centre including areas of the public realm.

Over a number of years, these interventions will
restore the basic circulatory system that gives
life to the town centre and access to services,

amenities and opportunities for the residents
and visitors. The masterplan sets out a stable
framework of buildings and connections that
will enable Walthamstow to meet the challenge
of future growth, whilst enhancing the unique
character that has proven such a draw.

Group working with the EbD

The Walthamstow masterplan and supporting
work illustrates the potential environmental,
commercial and cultural benefits to such an
approach to town centre regeneration.
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