Constitution of London Borough of Waltham Forest

PART 7 Terms of Reference

STANDING ADVISORY COUNCIL FOR RELIGIOUS EDUCATION

This is not a Committee of the Council but the Council has a duty to set up such a forum.

Referred Powers

1. To advise the Authority on matters connected with religious worship in county schools and the religious education to be given in accordance with an agreed syllabus as the authority may refer to the Council or as the Council may see fit e.g. methods of teaching, choice of materials, provision of training for teachers.

Delegated Powers

2. To determine, on application by a Head Teacher, whether it is appropriate for the requirements for collective worship in county schools to be wholly or mainly of a broadly Christian character to apply in the case of some or all of the pupils in a particular school. 

3. To work with and actively support the Authority in implementing the new agreed syllabus. This will be achieved by:

(a) an awareness of the existing provision for RE in schools, i.e. levels of staffing and resources;

(b) providing support for RE within the Education Committee;

(c) publicising SACRE's role and function to Head Teachers and governors;

(d) advising governors about the nature of RE;

(e) supporting and fostering community and interfaith links;

(f) encouraging members of SACRE to lead and participate in training activities;

(g) providing lists of appropriate speakers and resources for schools;

(h) keeping up-to-date with developments in the subject particularly in relation to attainment targets, programmes of study and assessment arrangements;

(i) offering advice, support and participating in the Authority's complaints procedure when appropriate/on request.

4. To publish an annual report which shall:

(a) specify any matters in respect of which the SACRE has given advice to the authority;

(b) broadly describe the nature of the advice given;

(c) where any matter was not referred to the SACRE, give SACRE's reasons for offering advice on that matter.
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