Constitution of London Borough of Waltham Forest

PART 7 Terms of Reference

STANDARDS COMMITTEE
Membership

Members to be appointed by Council will consist of 5 Councillors and 4 Independent Members (i.e. someone who is not a Councillor or an Officer of the Council ). From this pool, Standards Committee sub-committees will be drawn to determine complaints under the Code of Conduct and will not consist of less than three members. An Independent Member from another Council may be appointed to determine any complaint(s), if required. Such an appointment may be for a defined period or for a particular matter(s).
The minimum lawful size for a Standards Committee or sub-committee is at least 2 councilors’ and 1 independent person. (At least 25% of the membership must be made up of independent members. An independent member shall have full voting rights. 

Only 1 Cabinet member, as long as it is not the Leader, can be on the Standards Committee. 

The Chair of the Standards Committee or sub-committee must be an independent member and will have a casting vote.

Political proportionality does not apply.

Summary

1. The Standards Committee exercises all the Councils functions under Part III of the Local Government Act 2000 (the 2000 Act) and Part 10 of the Local Government & Public Involvement in Health Act 2007 (the 2007 Act) together with the Standards Committee (England) Regulations 2008 (the 2008 Regulations), as may be amended by law from time to time. 

2. The Standards Committee may delegate any of its functions to one or more Standards sub-committees under the s54A of the 2000 Act.

3. The Standards Committee shall for the purpose of discharging functions under S54A and s57B of the 2000 Act relating to allegations against members appoint a standards sub-committee in accordance with Regulation 6 of the 2008 Regulations.

4. No Committee or sub-committee shall consider any matter in which he/she has a personal or prejudicial interest as defined by the Councils Constitution. 

5. Where a meeting of a sub-committee is convened to consider a request under s57B(2) of the 2000 Act, no decision on  that request may be taken by a member of a sub-committee who took part in a decision under s57A(2) of the 2000 Act to which the same request relates. 

6.
All words and phrases used in these Terms of Reference will have the meaning given to them by the relevant Act or regulations made thereunder.

Purpose

1. To promote and maintain high standards of conduct by Councillors, co-opted members and church and parent governor representatives on overview and scrutiny committees.

2. To assist Councillors, co-opted members and church and parent governor representatives to observe the Members' Code of Conduct. 

3. To advise the Council on the adoption or revision of the Members' Code of Conduct.

4. To monitor the operation of the Members' Code of Conduct.

5. To advise, train or arrange to train Councillors, co-opted members and church and parent governor representatives on matters relating to the Members' Code of Conduct.

6. To liaise and work with other Committees on matters relating to the ethical framework, including the adoption of protocols supplementary to the Members’ Code of Conduct.

7. To liaise and work with of the Council’s Audit and Governance Committees and the committees fulfilling the Council’s overview and scrutiny function to ensure all aspects of the Council’s corporate governance are overseen and managed.
8. To grant dispensations to Councillors, co-opted members and church and parent governor representatives from requirements relating to interests set out in the Members' Code of Conduct.

9. To consider and determine any application for exemptions for politically restricted posts.

10. To deal with any reports from a case tribunal or interim case tribunal, and any report from the Monitoring Officer on any matter which is referred by an Ethical Standards Officer to the Monitoring Officer.

11. To determine any complaints that Councillors and co-opted members have acted in breach of the Member’s Code of Conduct, including the imposition of any penalties available to the Committee, in accordance with Part III of the Local Government Act 2000 and The Local Government & Public Involvement in Health Act 2007 and Regulations and Guidance made there under. 

Meeting Arrangements

The Committee will be subject to the provisions of the Local Government (Access to Information) Act, 1985, which legally bind the Council regarding public access to Committee reports and meetings. If a meeting of a standards sub-committee is convened to consider an allegation received under s57A (1) or to review a decision under s57B of the 2000 Act, the provisions under Part 5 of the Local Government Act 1972 shall not apply.

The quorum will be as follows:

A meeting of a Standards Committee shall not be quorate unless there is one Independent Member to chair the meeting and two of its elected members are present for its duration, and –

where the meeting consists of up to four elected members, at least one independent member is present for its duration, or 

where the meeting consists of more than four elected members, at least two independent members are present for its duration.
Unless, statutory provisions state otherwise, the minutes will be available to members of the public on request at Waltham Forest Town Hall Reception Desk, Forest Road, Walthamstow, through any of Waltham Forest's public libraries and the Council's website at www.walthamforest.gov.uk. 
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