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5. FUTURE DEMANDS & LINKS TO LBWF STRATEGIC
DOCUMENTS

The London Borough of Waltham Forest is located in north-east London and
is predominantly residential interspersed with areas of industry and open land,
consisting of forestland, reservoirs, open space, parks and playing fields. It is
located between part of Epping Forest in the east and the River Lea in the
west, which form two green corridors, passing into London from the

surrounding countryside.

The areas of London are set for major expansion over the next 10 — 15 years
and Waltham Forest is located within two of the city’s major development
nodes, namely, The Upper Lea Valley and Thames Gateway. Additionally,
the London Borough of Waltham Forest is one of five London boroughs which
have been designated host boroughs for the 2012 Summer Olympics. This
will have major implications for the current and future residents of Waltham
Forest and for the future requirements of the PRoW network and cycling

provision.

Government guidance requires the ROWIP to be developed within the context
of relevant plans and documents prepared by the Council. The following
policy documents focus on health and well-being and are linked to Waltham
Forest's vision to provide a cleaner and healthier community fit for all with
quality spaces where people want to live, work and visit. Improvements to the
PRoW network through delivery of the ROWIP will assist in achieving these

targets.

Mayor's Transport Strategy
This strategy is being delivered through borough Local Implementation Plans
(LIP) and sets out how they will implement initiatives which include walking

and cycling.
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Local Implementation Plan 2007

The policy context of this document makes reference to the Mayor’'s Transport
Strategy and its commitment to prepare a plan for the development of cycling
initiatives through The London Cycling Plan. Guidance produced to assist in
drafting of LIP sets priorities for relieving traffic congestion and encouraging

walking and cycling.

The London Cycling Plan

This was published by Transport for London (TfL) and includes a target for an
increase in cycling and delivery of the London Cycle Network+ (LCN+) by
2009/10. This is set to be a continuous strategic route. However, it is possible
that links could be made through existing public rights of way which could be
converted to cycle tracks to provide off-road links for less confident users.

Waltham Forest Cycle Action Plan: Cycling in London and the National
Cycling Strategy

This document outlines the key aims of the cycling strategy and highlights the
requirements to meet those aims. More provision of cycle tracks, both in the
carriageway and off-road is required. There is potential to provide off-road
routes through delivery of the ROWIP.

The Walking Plan for London 2004

This plan has been developed to assist in the delivery of the Mayor’s walking

vision for London. This Plan is linked to other Mayoral strategies, namely:

The Draft London Plan — The Mayor's Spatial Development Strategy
(SDS) 2002 - focuses on the view that increased walking has a vital role

to play in the development of a sustainable settlement.
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The Mayor's Draft Air Quality Strategy 2002 — focuses on the view that
walking is a pollution free mode of transport and increased levels of

walking will actively contribute to cleaner air within London.

The Walking Plan for London will be delivered through Walking Strategies
developed by each London borough and should be linked, where possible, to
improvements to the PRoW network

Transport for London (TfL)
A commitment of funds recently awarded from TfL will enable the borough to
provide travel improvements and schemes to encourage more journeys by

bike and on foot.

The Enterprise Strategy

Waltham Forest is poised to benefit greatly from the business and economic
growth generated by the 2012 Olympic games and the new “Edge City"
development at Stratford. The substantial infrastructure investment will
deliver an indicative project for continued investment in walking and cycling
routes. Funding can be obtained through the planning application process

and section 106 agreements.

Local Public Service Agreement — December 2004 outlines major
strategies including:

e A vision for Waltham Forest
e A Community Plan
e An Improvement Plan
These strategies link to the policy for improving health and well-being of local

people and recognises the role of physical activity in tackling obesity and

related diseases.
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