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1 Scope and status of this 
Guidance 
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2 The purpose of this 
Guidance 
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3 Why is this important? 
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4 What is a private fostering 
arrangement? 
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5 What types of 
arrangements are made? 
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6 What must I do? 
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7 What will the local 
authority do? 
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8 Points to remember 
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YES 

No need to notify, unless 
circumstances change NO 

YES 

NO 

YES 

Please Note 
Close relatives 

are grandparent 
Step parent 

Brother / Sister 
Aunt / Uncle 

NO 

Will the 
placement be 
for 28 days or 
more? 

Notify immediately YES YES 

YES 

NO YES NO 

NO 
Notify if the 
placement is likely 
to extend beyond 
28 days 

NO 

Notify within first 
48 hours of 
placement 

Notify at least 6 
weeks before start 

YES 

NO 

Is this an 
‘emergency’ 
placement? 

Will the 
placement be 
for 28 days or 

more? 

PRIVATE FOSTERING – Decision tree 

Is the child being 
looked after by the 

local authority 

Are the private 
foster carers close 

relatives? 

Has the child 
lived with the 
foster carers 
for 28 days? 

NO 

Is the child aged 
under 16 (under 18 if 

disabled)? 

Is the child being 
cared for in their 

own home? 

YES 

Is the child already 
living with the 
private foster 

carers? 


