[image: image1.png]



Head of Revenues and Benefits
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Fax: 020 8496 8434

Revenues and Benefits Services
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PO Box 856 
Minicom*: 020 8496 3010

London
* for use only by people who are deaf or hard
E17 9PN
of hearing and who have a minicom machine


Council Tax Reduction For People With Disabilities

Please read the back of this form before you apply for this reduction to ensure your property qualifies.
	Account reference no/Property reference no
	

	Property Address
	

	
	


	1
	Owner Details (this must be the person liable to pay for council tax)

	Title
	
	First Name
	
	Surname
	

	Address of Owner
	

	
	

	Owner ‘s Telephone Number 
	
	


	2
	Details of the Person with a Disability (if different to above)

	Title
	
	First Name
	
	Surname
	

	Address 
	

	
	

	
	


	3
	Grounds for Application

	To qualify for a reduction, the dwelling must have at least one of the following features: (please place a tick next to your answer).

	i. a room, but not a bathroom, a kitchen or a lavatory, which is predominately used (whether for 

	providing therapy or otherwise) by the person with a disability
	Yes
	
	
	No
	

	ii. an additional bathroom or kitchen within the property used by and required for meeting the 

	needs of the disabled person
	Yes
	
	
	No
	

	iii. widened hallways / doorways to enable a wheelchair to be used indoors by the disabled person

	
	Yes
	
	
	No
	


	4
	Declaration: please read, sign, date and return this form to Revenue and Benefits Services, Liability, Billing & Collection Section, 221 Hoe Street, London, E17 9PH

	I confirm that the information given on this form is true and complete. I will tell the Liability, Billing and Collection Section within 21 days if there are any changes in my circumstances, or any changes that affect the information I have given on this form.

	Signature
	
	

	Full Name (print)
	
	

	Date
	
	

	Warning: if you give false information you could be prosecuted.


After you return this form, an officer from the council will contact and visit you to confirm the details you have provided. 
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The information you give may be held on a computer system and kept on paper records. It will be used for the purposes of billing, collection and recovery of Council Tax and the detection and prevention of crime registered under the Data Protection Act 1998. The information given will be kept for as long as it is relevant and may also be used for any other purpose registered under this Act. 

You are not obliged to give the information requested on this form but the Council will not be able to assess your eligibility for a discount unless you do so.
Criteria For Reductions For People With Disabilities

You may be entitled to a Council Tax reduction if your property has been adapted for a resident child or adult with disabilities.

A reduction will apply if your property has one of the features listed below and because it is required as essential or of major importance to the well being of a disabled child or adult resident in the property due to the nature and extent of his/her disability. 

a) A room which is not a bathroom, kitchen or lavatory and which is predominately used (whether for providing therapy or otherwise) by and is required for meeting the needs of any qualifying individual resident in the property; or

b) a bathroom or kitchen which is not the only bathroom or kitchen within the property and which is required for meeting the needs of any qualifying individual resident in the property; or

c) sufficient floor space to permit the use of a wheel chair required for meeting the needs of any qualifying individual resident in the dwelling. 

In relation to (a) above, a wheelchair is not to be considered as being required for meeting the needs of an individual’s needs if that person does not need to use it indoors. 

A ‘Qualifying individual’ is defined as ‘a person who is substantially and permanently disabled (whether by illness, injury, congenital deformity or otherwise). 

The local authority will need to be satisfied that if your dwelling did not have one of the above features:

i) the disabled person would find it physically impossible or extremely difficult to live in the dwelling; or

ii) his / her health would suffer or their disability would be likely to become more severe.

If you believe you are entitled to apply for this reduction, please complete the front of this form and return it to the address shown overleaf.

The reduction granted will be the same as if your dwelling had been valued in the band immediately below that shown in the Council Tax Valuation List. Only one reduction may be given in respect of any dwelling, even if it has more than one of the features listed above. This reduction also applies to dwellings that fall within Band A but only from 1 April 2000. The reduction will be 1/9th of band D.       

The arrangements for reductions are contained in the Council Tax (Reductions for Disabilities) (amendment) Regulations 1999 SI.NO 1004. 

DATE
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