




What’s going on at Ridgeway 
Park Children Centre? 
During the school holidays, Ridgeway Park 
Children Centre provides a range of activities. 

•	 Café open all day 

•	 Rollers and Crawlers for children under 18 months 

•	 Stay and Play for families with children, under 8   

•	 Toddler groups, for the under 5’s 

•	 Booked sessions for art and crafts, 
cookery and dance classes. 

•	 Holiday club for 3–11 years from 8am–6pm 

•	 A range of youth activities for 13+ 

“I love the centre. We moved to the area 8 months ago and 
it’s been a lifeline. A good opportunity to talk to people, 
something different each time we come. 
Parent from Ridgeway Park Children Centre 

“We found that local families in the school holidays wanted 
to continue to come to activities such as toddler groups. 
However, they were worried about what their older children 
would be doing. Also some families wanted activities that 
their children could dip in and out of. To support families, 
we provide activities that all the family can attend; all under 
one roof. 
Helen Bigham – Children Centre Coordinator 

For more information contact Helen Bigham on 020 8529 3885 
or email Helen.Bigham@sch.walthamforest.gov.uk 

How Are 
We Doing? 
The Family Information 
Service (FIS) 

Contacts to the FIS have 
increased by 13% between 
1 April 08 and 31 March 09. 

The first year of the Children 
& Young Peoples Directory has 
been a succes with135,632 
visits to the site. 

Around 27,830 families and 
practitioners have been reached 
throughout the borough by the FIS. 

From the FIS parental survey, 
parents commented on our 
performance; 

I found information on “

the Internet, contacted 
the service, received the 
paperwork the following 
day. Service very good. 

Information received “

very good, Council have 
done a good job with the 
information for families. 

Children Centres 

More than 5,570 families have 
attended various activities and 
sessions at Children Centres 
across the Borough, from 1 April 
2008 to 31 March 2009, this is a 
23% increase from last year. 





Do you know of 

your local farm?

‘Brooks Farm’ is a city farm situated 
within Skeltons Lane Park in Leyton. 
The farm has been developed over 
the last year to include an onsite 
classroom, outdoor group shelter, 
educational equipment and a 
milkable cow! 

How can schools benefit? 
The farm is now offering schools 

and groups, educational activities 

linked to key stage 1, key stage 

2 and the Early Years Foundation 

Stage. 


The farm offers school/group visits, 

guided farm tours, classroom hire, 

mobile farm visits and hatch and 

brood scheme.


Schools and Groups Annual Membership Scheme entitles you to free group 

visits and a discounted rate on educational activities and hatch & brood 

scheme for 1 year. 


Other facilities available to the community are 

•	 Room hire (Children Parties) 

•	 Team building days 

•	 Sponsor an animal schemes 

•	 Fresh manure for sale 

For further details on charges or bookings please contact the farm 
on	020 8539 4278 or email brooks.farm@walthamforest.gov.uk 

New SEN Resource 

has opened at Queens Road 

an opportunity every week for 

multi-sensory toys and 
equipment, contact Mary 
Arthur on 07866 314266. 

shop’ for all activities, events 

csd and give us your views. 

Mini Explorers 
The Limes Community & 

for further information on 
020 8509 8985. 

Library Opened! 
The SEN Resource Library 

Community Centre. There is 

SENCOs and other childcare 
practitioners from all Private, 
Voluntary and Independent 
childcare settings receiving 
Free Early Education Entitlement 
to borrow from a range of 

Waltham Forest 
Children and Young 
People’s Directory 
The directory is a ‘one stop 

and advice for children, young 
people, parents and carers in 
the Borough and surrounding 
areas. Visit the directory at 
www.walthamforest.gov.uk/ 

Childrens Centre is running a 
new toddler group. It will run 
every Tuesday and Thursday 
from 9.30am-11.30am, term 
time only. Contact the centre 



Is your child a Quest Seeker? 

Quest Seeker is a new summer 

and young people in the 

library this summer and you will 
find a magical challenge waiting 

Quest Seeker the library will give 

ers along the way and you can 

with their child under five and 

story tapes to meet individual 

As you complete the Quest, you 

stickers and other magical 
prizes with a certificate and a 

library contact 020 8496 3000. 

reading challenge for all children 

Borough. Babies to 16 year olds 
can take part. Visit your local 

for you! If you dare to become a 

you a membership card and a 
Quest Seekers fold out poster. 
Read six books and collect stick­

help the Quest Seekers reach 
their goal. Your journey will take 
you to three mysterious places: 
Firebird Rising, Mountain Mission 
and Dragon’s Lair. Quest Seekers 
will be running from Saturday 
18 July to Saturday 5 September. 

Parents can share a book 

resources have been made 
available for children who are 

visually impaired. Libraries have 
large print materials and audio 

childrens needs. 

will be rewarded with fantasy 

gold medal, when you reach the 
end. To find out your nearest 

This summer sees the 
return of the Barnardo’s 
Big Toddle in London! 

What is the Big Toddle? 
The Barnardo’s Big Toddle is the 
biggest, brightest and best 
fundraising event for under 5s! 
It is a short, sponsored walk which 
last year saw almost 500,000 
toddlers register nationally! 

What are we raising 
money for? 
The children’s charity works with 
vulnerable and disadvantaged 
children and their families, this 
includes supporting children 
affected by poverty, homelessness, 
disability, bereavement and abuse. 
Last year, Big Toddlers in London 

raised a tremendous £78,434. 

How do you join the 
Big Toddle? 
Registration to take part in Big 
Toddle and receive our Big 
Toddle goodie pack, it is absolutely 
free, but register well in advance 
to plan your fun event. It 
has never been easier 
to take part in the Big 
Toddle, you can register 
online in minutes at 
www.bigtoddle.co.uk 
or call 0845 270 9900. 



Bright Kids Nursery 

We
rais

ed

£45
0 

Open For
raising money for Business
Red Nose Day 

Over the past 18 months Church 
All children and practitioners from 

Hill Nursery School and Children 
Bright Kids Nursery came out in their 

Centre has been delivering many 
pyjamas to raise money for Red Nose 

of their activities and services
Day. Bright Kids Nursery raised over 

out in the community. Whilst this 
£450 by selling cakes in Leyton Retail 

has worked they have continued
Park. The spirit of the children and staff 

to deliver some activities in the
and atmosphere of the community made the 

community, it is great to have 
day most enjoyable. 

their premises completed. 

The spirit of the children and staff and atmosphere of Children, parents and staff have 
been working together to makethe community made the day most enjoyable. 
the building welcoming, attractive 

The Nursery will be taking part in another community event on 11 July in and busy for the groups, training 

partnership with the Police, Fire Brigade and other local organisations. For and partner meetings are also 

further information please contact Bright Kids Nursery on 020 8558 0666. held on site. 

One parent said “I did not 
realise you did all this.” 

We are pleased that the 
children centre message 
is spreading and we are 
reaching families and that 
we can make a difference 
to their lives. 

“


Maxine Lafayette 

Church Hill Nursery School & 

Children Centre Coordinator


For more information call 
020 8520 4919 

Picnic in the Park at 
Woodside Children Centre 
To celebrate National Breastfeeding Many mums and babies attended. 
Awareness Week, Woodside Children Information and freebies were 
Centre held a picnic in the park on available. Karlee Aiken did a 
Wednesday 13th May 2009. demonstration of ‘Legs, Bums 

and Tums’ for mums and babies 
Due to bad weather the event took with Baby Oliver. Baby Oliver 
place inside, but the cakes were proved to be a great salesperson 
still delicious and the event was as he was clearly enjoying himself!
a big success. 




